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Lt. Gen. Dhiraj Seth
takes charge as Army
Vice-Chief amid rejig

’l‘l':e Hm!u Bureau

NEW DELHI

Lieutenant-General Dhiraj
Seth on Wednesday as-
sumed charge as the Vice-
Chief of the Army Staff af-
ter the Indian Army an-
nounced a series of
top-level  appointments
across key operational
commands.

An alumnus of the Na-
tional Defence Academy,
Khadakwasla, Lieutenant-
General Seth was commis-
sioned to the Armoured
Corps in December 1986.
Over nearly four decades,
he has built an operational
profile across varied ter-
rains and conflict environ-
ments, including counter-
insurgency experience.

In other key changes,
Lieutenant-General V.M.B.

Lieutenant-General Dhiraj Seth

Krishnan assumed charge
as the GOC-in-C, Eastern
Command, taking over
from Lieutenant-General
R.C. Tiwari, who superan-
nuated on March 31. Lieu-
tenant-General Pushpen-
dra Pal Singh, who
previously served as the
Vice-Chief of the Army
Staff, took over as the GOC-
in-C, Western Command.

02A. Lt. Gen. Dhiraj Seth takes charge as
Army Vice-Chief amid rejig

dftede ovRa §Re o = gl & o 31
& U Y BT PRIUR FHTAT

e Lieutenant-General Dhiraj Seth on Wednesday
assumed charge as the Vice-Chief of the Army Staff after
the Indian Army announced a series of top-level
appointments across key operational commands.
dftede SR el Vo A AR &1 i argg-diw &1
TGHR THTAT, ST§ YR AT 2 U9 Tare- HAF! § iy
TR R Fg FYfaadl o 9o o1

¢ An alumnus of the National Defence Academy,
Khadakwasla, Lieutenant-General Seth was
comm|SS|oned to the Armoured Corps in December 1986.

, FEHANTAT & Jd O, dfte-c
SRE U5 DI FEaR 1086 § STHS BT 3 srirer el

e Over nearly four decades, he has built an
operational profile across varied terrains and conflict
environments, including counterinsurgency experience.

T IR SUHT A e fafrst Wi &t ok wad
fRufaat & &1 Hd gU, Preez-gHwT SHT Uled Th
EECGRUIIRNEEIE]

e In other key changes, Lieutenant-General V.M.B.
Krishnan assumed charge as the GOC-in-C, Eastern
Command, taking over from Lieutenant-General R.C.

Tiwari, who superannuated on March 31.

, Aftedie o=Ra dY.ux &t. $WMH 7 §¥%e FHIS & GOC-in-C HT1 U
TUTeT, I Aftede siee AR, frardl @ SRR R, o 31 AT ®I AaT-g U

e Lieutenant-General Pushpendra Pal Singh, who previously served as the Vice-Chief of the
Army Staff, took over as the GOC-in-C, Western Command.

dAftredie wva gois ute Rig, i uga o arsw-<iw 2, sra dve #His & GOC-in-C &1

Y
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55,000 households use portal for Census self-enumeration

55,000 URARY A SFRTOTET I9-TUET & forg Tida &1 IuaT fear
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55,000 households use portal
for Census self-enumeration

The portal went live on Wednesday in eight States and Union Territories; the online details will be

verified by enumerators during the door-to-door survey 15 days later, Union Home Ministry says

Vijaita Sin;
NEW DELHI

round 55,000 hou-
Aseholds used the

self-enumeration
portal on the first day of
the Population Census
2027 website that went live
in eight States and Union
Territories, the Union
Home Ministry said on
Wednesday. The online de-
tails will, however, be veri-
fied by enumerators dur-
ing a door-to-door survey
15 days later.

Among the first to fill in
the details of 33 questions
being asked in the first
phase - the House Listing
Operations and Housing
Census (HLO) - were Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu,
Vice-President C.P. Rad-
hakrishnan, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and
Home Minister Amit Shah.

In the first phase, self-
enumeration began in An-
daman and Nicobar Is-
lands, Goa, Karnataka,
Lakshadweep, Mizoram,
Odisha, Sikkim, New Delhi
Municipal Council (NDMC)
area and Delhi Canton-
ment Board areas of Delhi.

One mobile phone num-

l“f
|

First phase: Union Home Minister Amit Shah completes
self-enumeration for Census 2027. pTI

ber can be used to register
only one household.

The portal opens 15 days
prior to the commence-
ment of the HLO phase and
in these eight States and
UTs, the first phase will
commence on April 16 and
continue till May 15.

All other States will have
to complete the first-phase
enumeration by Septem-
ber 30, whereas in Ladakh
and snow-bound areas of
Jammu and Kashmir, Utta-
rakhand and Himachal
Pradesh, both the phases
are to completed by Sep-

tember 30. The second
phase of population enum-
eration - where each indi-
vidual’s information in the
household, such as reli-
gion, caste etc. will be
asked - is to be conducted
in February 2027 for the re-
maining States.

“The self-enumeration
exercise is a secure, web-
based facility available in
16 regional languages. For
the first time, respondents
can fill in their details on-
line at their convenience
before the enumerator’s vi-
sit. Enumerators will carry

out door-to-door visits in
all allocated houselisitng
blocks as in previous Cen-
suses, while Self-Enumera-
tion serves as an additional
facility. To participate in
Self-Enumeration, respon-
dents can log in to the por-
tal se.census.gov.in using
their mobile number and
basic credentials. Upon
successful submission, a
unique Self-Enumeration
ID (SE ID) is generated,
which will be shared with
the enumerator during the
subsequent field visit for
confirmation,” the Minis-
try said.

In the first phase, com-
prehensive information on
the condition of housing,
household amenities and
assets possessed will be
collected. A total of 33
questions for Phase I have
been notified in January
2026 to capture these criti-
cal indicators, which serve
as the foundation for evi-
dence-based planning, pol-
icy formulation, and tar-
geted welfare
interventions.

Data collected under
the Census Act, 1948, are
strictly confidential, the
Ministry said.

02A. 55,000 households use portal for Census self-enumeration

55,000 URERY A SIFITUMT IG-TT0ET & o aida &1 IuaT fear

e The portal went live on Wednesday in eight States and Union Territories; the online details
will be verified by enumerators during the door-to-door survey 15 days later, Union Home
Ministry says.

UICT JYIR I TS Il 3R Fg MR U= # 15 gafT; 3iiams [ &1 15 fe= a1g
TR JAEIUT P SR TAYER GIRT AT o ST, I8 HATerd - &gl

e Around 55,000 households used the self-enumeration portal on the first day of the Population
Census 2027 website that went live in eight States and Union Territories, the Union Home
Ministry said on Wednesday.

FYIR B! [ HATAT - Fgl [ FTRIUFT 2027 AGATGE & UG T THIHT 55,000 TRART A
TI-IUMFT Qe o7 IUTNT fba, S 3116 Ieat 3R Fg 2RI T2 § a1 gl

e The online details will, however, be verified by enumerators during a door-to-door survey 15
days later.
BTetifep, ATes fIaRUr Bl 15 faT aTe TR-TR FAUT S R TYAER IRT AT b
ST

e Among the first to fill in the details of 33 questions being asked in the first phase — the House
Listing Operations and Housing Census (HLO) — were President Droupadi Murmu, Vice-
President C.P. Radhakrishnan, Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Home Minister Amit Shah.

Ugd TRUT - 139 Faf&n SITR== 3R TSR SRIUMT (HLO) — W U@ ST %8 33 Uel &1
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In the first phase, self-enumeration began in Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Goa, Karnataka,
Lakshadweep, Mizoram, Odisha, Sikkim, New Delhi Municipal Council (NDMC) area and
Delhi Cantonment Board areas of Delhi.

TS IRU1 H T-TUMHT SSHH 3R PR ghugg, Mar, FHfes, dergiy, fsike, sifsam,
fafewua, NDMC & iR feeeht Fee 98 e d g g |

One mobile phone number can be used to register only one household.

TH MEd HaR BT ITAN Had TP TRAR & Golidvr o o fasan S waan g1

The portal opens 15 days prior to the commencement of the HLO phase and in these eight
States and U.T.s, the first phase will commence on April 16 and continue till May 15.

TIEA HLO TRUT = B W 15 a1 Ugd goran € iR 37 3116 Ioai/dhs Aniid o= & uger
TR0T 16 U & 15 HS qH I

All other States will have to complete the first-phase enumeration by September 30, whereas
in Ladakh and snow-bound areas of Jammu and Kashmir, Uttarakhand and Himachal
Pradesh, both the phases are to completed by September 30.

3= ot Il BT U Er TRUT 30 RYdER a6 YRT HIAT G, Safh TERT 3R THL-HRHNR,
SWIES, feuTad we=1 & gwia &= § gHf 9vur 30 fidar 9% Q¥ fou sme|

The second phase of population enumeration — where each individual’'s information in the
household, such as religion, caste etc. will be asked — is to be conducted in February 2027 for
the remaining States.

SITEREAT U] T gRT °R0T, fTH Ui Afad 1 SR o o, STt 31fe 9@t Seedt, T
1od! H BRast 2027 H fobar S|

“The self-enumeration exercise is a secure, web-based facility available in 16 regional
languages.

G-I Ui Ue QRI&E aq-amenfya Jfawr g, s 16 &=fta vrarsi & Suasy 7|

For the first time, respondents can fill in their details online at their convenience before the
enumerator’s visit.

g@?ﬁw,mm%mamm;ﬁmmmmmm
|

Enumerators will carry out door-to-door visits in all allocated houselisting blocks as in
previous Censuses, while Self-Enumeration serves as an additional facility.

Ugd BI SIS Bt ave g FuiRa srew fafee T safed # wR-uR e |daqor
S, STafs W0 U Sifafved gfaen g1
To participate in Self-Enumeration, respondents can log in to the portal se.census.gov.in
using their mobile number and basic credentials.
WA H YT o & ol SR Aargd Ha 3R SR sreRae &1 Sught ax Uidd R
AMH R IHd &
Upon successful submission, a unique Self-Enumeration ID (SE ID) is generated, which will

be shared with the enumerator during the subsequent field visit for confirmation,” the Ministry
said.

THd FEfHRH & §1¢ U i SE ID SWRe gidt 5, Ol a1e # wics faftie & R t=pRer
& 1Y IS BT STE, HAed | Hall

In the first phase, comprehensive information on the condition of housing, household
amenities and assets possessed will be collected.

Tga TR H Srard Bt fRUfY, T¥e ey ok Tufmal @ e THER! Thd @ S

A total of 33 questions for Phase | have been notified in January 2026 to capture these critical
indicators, which serve as the foundation for evidence-based planning, policy formulation, and
targeted welfare interventions.

SR 2026 T Uge aRUT & fore 33 wy Srfirgfea fosy 1q, it fifa fmior, aneg-smenfya
i1 3R Wféra wearor e o id g

Data collected under the Census Act, 1948, are strictly confidential, the Ministry said.

T = gl [ TTorT Siffera, 1948 & Igd Uh faan T ST gt avE MU il g
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02A | PM ch@irs Cabinet panel _meetin over West Asia conflict
WUTHAT = Ui oRmn dud w Afafa $t o B sreer ot
02A | In Bodoland, fight for peace, identity ‘unites’ political rivals BPF and UPPL

ITT-ifae Ufagel BPF 3R UPPL &I SISl

PM chairs

Cabinet

panel meeting over
West Asia conflict

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on  Wednesday
chaired a special meeting
of the Cabinet Committee
on Security (CCS) to review
measures taken by various
Ministries regarding the
ongoing conflict in West
Asia and to also discuss
further initiatives to be ta-
ken.

This was the second
special CCS meeting on the
matter, the first having
been held on March 22.

“The Cabinet Secretary
briefed about the action ta-
ken to ensure supply of pe-
troleum produets, particu-
larly LNG/LPG, and
sufficient power availabili-
ty,” the government said in
a release. “Sources are be-
ing diversified for procure-
ment of LPG with new in-
flows from different
countries,” it said.

Widening PNG network
The Cabinet Secretary in-
formed Mr. Modi that Li-
quefied Natural Gas (LNG)
is being sourced from diffe-
rent countries and that
LPG prices for domestic
consumers have remained
the same as before the cri-
sis. He also spoke about the

Modi discusses
availability of

fertilizers, LPG.
LNG and other

petroleum products

various initiatives taken to
expand the number of
Piped Natural Gas (PNG)
connections in the
country.

“The Prime Minister as-
sessed the availability of
critical needs for the com-
mon man,” the release ad-
ded. “He discussed availa-
bility of fertilizers in the
country and steps being ta-
ken to ensure their availa-
bility in the Kharif and Ra-
bi seasons. He said all
efforts must be made to sa-
feguard the citizens from
the impact of this conflict.
The Prime Minister also
emphasised smooth flow
of authentic information to
the public to prevent mis-
information and rumour
mongering,” the release
said.

According to the re-
lease, Mr. Modi directed all
departments concerned to
take all possible measures
to “ameliorate the pro-
blems of citizens and sec-
tors” affected by the ongo-
ing global situation.

02A. PM chairs Cabinet panel meeting over
West Asia conflict

e A ufiy el dud R Sfaae afafa
Pl 95D DI el Pl

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Wednesday
chaired a special meeting of the Cabinet Committee on
Security (CCS) to review measures taken by various
Ministries regarding the ongoing conflict in West Asia and to
also discuss further initiatives to be taken.

TUTTET % HidY 3 gUaR &) Sfee SR 3117 R
(CCS) P! faRY 9o i sregerr &, foras ufdm ulr o ad

g "uy & ey I fAfid HATC gRT 331U T Hed! b JHiE
DI T8 3R AT F! Ugel R T B TS|

e This was the second special CCS meeting on the
matter, the first having been held on March 22.

iggwg%wgﬂﬁccs%waﬁ,u%?ﬁéwzznﬁﬁgé
|

e “The Cabinet Secretary briefed about the action
taken to ensure supply of petroleum products, particularly
LNG/LPG, and sufficient power availability,” the government

id i lease.
“aerTe 3 v 2 et B e i 3 iR werd)
ORIy U H LNG/LPG & 3yff G & iR maied
fooTelt Sudsudar & ol I3TE 7T HeHl & BRI |

e  “Sources are being diversified for procurement of
LPG with new inflows from different countries,” it said.

T § Fel T fob LPG 1 Smyfe & forg fafirs o= 9 7
Jrat & A1y § fafadezor o s e gl

Widening PNG network

PNG Aed® &1 fadrR

e The Cabinet Secretary informed Mr. Modi that

Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) is being sourced from different countries and that LPG prices for
domestic consumers have remained the same as before the crisis.

Ffoe afa 3 ot T &I Farn fb LNG faftra <=1 § Ut o1 o X818 SR o SuHiaai
¥ forT LG @t #vd ugd oRkit €1 o+ g3 &

e He also spoke about the various initiatives taken to expand the number of Piped Natural Gas
(PNG) connections in the country.

I S A UTSTS AYRA A (PNG) HAIRM! B! T dgH & o 3314 T faftd der & IR
o ot |
o “The Prime Minister assessed the availability of critical needs for the common man,” the
release added.

I H ogT T {6 GUTTHE 3 311 ST &1 SIRe) Sive¥dl @l SUSSIdl T 3fha faha|
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e “He discussed availability of fertilizers in the country and steps being taken to ensure their
availability in the Kharif and Rabi seasons.
I 3 A Idp! P IuAET 3R TG a7 Tt W & 37! Juarsdr YR A &
31T I3TT o1 X8 Har! W == S|

e He said all efforts must be made to safeguard the citizens from the impact of this conflict.
I5iH BT [ ATRDI DI 50 e & YUTT I I & forg 9ot v fove o= =1fgw

e The Prime Minister also emphasised smooth flow of authentic information to the public to
prevent misinformation and rumour mongering,” the release said.
T H $gl T fob GUTHAT A HEt SR & AR YaTg WR SR 3T difds TS ATbRT
3R SPBATEY Pl AehT S TH |

e According to the release, Mr. Modi directed all departments concerned to take all possible
measures to “ameliorate the problems of citizens and sectors” affected by the ongoing global
situation.

M & AR, ot A et Feifda faur o e fean & 3 adum afYye fufa @ wwifaa

AR 3T &= &t IHarei B HH HA & fow gt IHa Iurg HI |

In Bodoland, fight for peace, identity
‘unites’ political rivals BPF and UPPL

In the Bodoland Territorial Region, BPF in alliance with the BJP is taking on the UPPL, which till a few months ago was with the saffron party; while

the UPPL blames the BPF for communal tension in the region, both concur on the need to protect the Bodo identity and need to build lasting peace

IN FOCUS

Abhinay Lakshman
KOKRAJHAR

s the ruling Bharati-
A ya Janata Party

fuels the rhetoric
of protecting indigenous
identities in the run-up to
the Assembly election in
Assam, an effort is under-
way to preserve the Bodo
regional identity in the
north-western part of the
State, which is driving the
electoral campaign in the
Bodoland Territorial Re-
gion (BTR).

Here, issues being
raised include the need to
protect the Bodo identity,
increased autonomy for
the Bodoland Territorial
Council (BTC), youth wel-
fare, and lasting peace.
The BJP finds itself in the
middle of a delicate balanc-
ing act given the history of
its alliances and conflicts

with key regional powers —  contests with the BJP on dislodging Pramod Boro, for increased autonomy of  both parties in the region  these communities. But it
the Bodo People’s Front  the other four. leader of the UPPL. the BTC region, holding are focused on fighting for  has to be understood that
(BPF) and the United Peo- The Congress has put Mr. Boro was elected as  meetings with Union increased autonomy both  this Bodoland region is a
ple’s Party Liberal (UPPL)  up candidates for 13 seats,  the BTC chief in 2020 after =~ Home Minister Amit Shah  inthe Assam Assemblyand  result of the Bodo people’s

— as recently as the 2025

stituency, Raju Jumar Nar-
zary, paid his respects
before addressing voters.

Even as Mr. Narzary
spoke of “increased com-
munal tension” after the
BPF’s victory in the BTC
elections months ago, and
the need to fight for more
administrative powers for
the Council, about 500
metres away, at the BPF’s
office, campaign workers
spoke of their focus on
bringing the region’s com-
munities together and en-
suring peace under the
NDA’s banner.

Direct fight

Across the 15 Assembly
constituencies in the BTR,
the BPF, which has allied
with the BJP in this elec-
tion, is contesting 11 seats,
while the BJP is contesting
four. The UPPL, which is
going solo, is contesting all
15 seats, with a direct con-
test expected with its re-
gional rival BPF on 11, and

one seat each is being con-

[ {
Key fight: The BJP and the UPPL had parted ways ahead of the 2025 BTC election, which saw the BPF,
in control of the council from 2005-2020, come back to power in the Sixth Schedule region. FILE PHOTO

BTC election, which saw
the BPF, in control of the
council from 2005 to 2020,
come back to power in the
Sixth Schedule region. Asa
result, the chief of the BPF,
Hangrama Mobhilary, was
elected head of the BTC,

forming a post-poll alliance

In this constituency (re-
served for STs), Mr. Boro
will face not just the BJP’s
candidate, Biswajit Daim-
ary, but also the Congress’s
Rafel Daimary. Just before
severing ties with the BJP,
Mr. Boro had been driving

in New Delhi to pass the

SU), which kick-started the
movement for an autono-
mous Bodo region, has
made public calls for the
two parties to unite.

Call for autonomy
However, the campaigns of

in Parliament, lasting

consumption of drugs and
alcohol among the youth.
The BPF’s campaign is fo-
cused on highlighting its
support from the NDA,
which, it argues, will help
ensure peace and stability
in the region.

Another significant is-
sue that both campaigns
are confronting is the As-
sam Cabinet’s decision last
November to add six com-
munities to the State’s ST
list, which had sparked wi-
despread protests across
the Bodoland region, led
by the ABSU.

The ABSU’s president-
in-charge, Kwrwmdao Wa-
1y, said, “There is fear that
the propositions being dis-
cussed for the addition of
six new communities will
alter the nature of the Bo-
doland region. In addition
to the Bodo tribal com-
munities, there are other
communities living here
peacefully also. And we
want the welfare of all of

struggles, and the pro-

BTC elections. tested by its ally Raijor Dal ~ with the BJP. Following his  125th Constitution Amend-  peace, and the rivalry bet-  posed ST calculations risk
On Tuesday, hundreds  (Manas) and the Trinamool  loss in the BTC elections, ment enabling more ween the two for control  altering that”
marked the birth anniver- ~ Congress (Goreswar), with ~ Mr. Boro was earlier this  autonomy. over BTC politics. The But even as Mr. Wary in-

sary of Bodofa Upendra
Nath Brahma, known as
the father of the Bodo
movement, in Dotma, his
birthplace. The UPPL can-
didate for the Dotma con-

some seats even seeing the
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha
entering the race.

Just months ago, the BJP
and the UPPL had parted
ways ahead of the 2025

year elected unopposed to
one of Assam’s Rajya Sabha
seats, even as he has now
chosen to contest this As-
sembly election from the
Tamulpur constituency.

In the BTR, the contest
appears to be a head-to-
head fight between the
BPF and the UPPL, even as
Bodo outfits such as the All
Bodo Students’ Union (AB-

UPPL is blaming the BPF’s
return to the BTC for issues
such as communal vio-
lence that was seen in Kari-
gaon in January and an al-
leged rise in gambling, and

sisted that the ABSU can-
not publicly speak about
the ongoing election cam-
paign, the outfit has tradi-
tionally been associated
with the UPPL.

02A. In Bodoland, fight for peace, identity ‘unites’ political rivals BPF and
UPPL

disies A wifd 3k Uga &1 dsTs eifa® ufdggl’ BPF ik UPPL &) Sitgdl

g

In the Bodoland Territorial Region, BPF in alliance with the BJP is taking on the UPPL, which

till a few months ago was with the saffron party; while the UPPL blames the BPF for

communal tension in the region, both concur on the need to protect the Bodo identity and
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need to build lasting peace.

dietas RARTa {1 (BTR) # BPF, BIP & 1Y TS€YH H, UPPL & fRAT® TH1d @S e
2, S P& HEH Usd b HTeTaT & 1Y ot Sefd uPPL aaﬁmmmﬁ%%q BPF &1
RTHIER BEH &, A1 AIST UgaT @t T&IT 3R T} FMifd &1 STaadhdl R Tg9a ¢ |

As the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party fuels the rhetoric of protecting indigenous identities in the
run-up to the Assembly election in Assam, an effort is underway to preserve the Bodo
regional identity in the north-western part of the State, which is driving the electoral campaign
in the Bodoland Territorial Region (BTR).

S-SR YRR ST Ut SRy A=yt A1d § Uge WaoRit Ugare ®1 & &1 T8l 361 36!
%,W%W-H@Iﬁ%@ﬁ@@éﬁﬂﬂmﬂaﬁmwﬁwmw%ﬁsmﬁ
A R P HHIfad FR T 8l

Issues being raised include the need to protect the Bodo identity, increased autonomy for the
Bodoland Territorial CounC|I (BTC), youth welfare, and lasting peace.

g1 ST T 2 G & SIE) Ugar $ &fT, BTC B ifres Trawral, gaT Hearor 3R =
Trifa < B

The BJP finds itself in the middle of a delicate balancing act given the history of its alliances
and conflicts with key regional powers — the Bodo People’s Front (BPF) and the United
People’s Party Liberal (UPPL) — as recently as the 2025 BTC elections.

BJP WE &I Us Jga- 3t feufar o urdht 8, Fiifes g1 81 & 2025 BTC gATGl & SUd BPF 3R
UPPL & I1Y TTeeH 3R IaY &1 3fagm e8|

On Tuesday, hundreds marked the birth anniversary of Bodofa Upendra Nath Brahma, known
as the father of the Bodo movement, in Dogma, his birthplace.

AR B! bs! Al 3 S1S! e & e ars bl U 1Y &l &1 St 3% SFHRH
Slear & 75|

The UPPL candidate for the Dorma constituency, Raju Jumar Narzary, paid his respects
before addressing voters.

xg%aﬂmnwwwﬁﬁm@ﬁzmmsﬁﬁmaﬂﬁﬁmmﬁ
!

Even as Mr. Narzary spoke of “increased communal tension” after the BPF’s victory in the
BTC elections months ago, and the need to fight for more administrative powers for the
Council, about 500 metres away, at the BPF’s office, campaign workers spoke of their focus
on bringing the region’s communities together and ensuring peace under the NDA'’s banner.
g1 8t IRSRT 7 BTC gATEl & BPF 3t Sitd & 91¢ 9¢d WiVGIA® a-1d 3R URug & fod
3 TR ek B1 1 1, I8T T 500 Hiex gR BPF SIATer™ & SRiddisl 7 NDA
& g nifd 3R THar W oIk &

Direct fight

it @eTg

Across the 15 Assembly constituencies in the BTR, the BPF, which has allied with the BJP in
this election, is contesting 11 seats, while the BJP is contestmgﬁ;our
BTR @1 15 fAuT=auT @el &, BPF (BJP & WIY) 11 el W 3k BIP 4 el R g9 7 @
gl

The UPPL, which is going solo, is contesting all 15 seats, with a direct contest with its
regional rival BPF on 11, and contests with the BJP on the other four.

UPPL 3ihd quft 15 el W gHTa @ 8 8, forad 11 Tt R BPF A Wtem gearaer 3R 4 R
BJP Y Hobleel 2|

The Congress has put up candidates for 13 seats, one seat each is being contested by its ally
Raijor Dal (Manas) and the Trinamool Congress (Goreswar), with some seats even seeing
the Jharkhand Mukti Morcha entering the race.

FHIF Y 13 Wil R IHCIR IaR §, Saieh TASR g ({IFH) 3R I SO (TRYR)
T-T% Wi R T4 TS 3R 8, 3R $& Uid R ARGS gfew et of AeH A 21

Just months ago, the BJP and the UPPL had parted ways ahead of the 2025 BTC election,
which saw the BPF, in control of the council from 2005 to 2020, come back to power in the
Sixth Schedule region.
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$S UgH Ugd & BJP 3R UPPL 3@ §T, 3R 2025 BTC 1@ H 2005-2020 % Tl & V@t
BPF fhR A T & oS |

e As aresult, the chief of the BPF, Hangrama Mohilary, was elected head of the BTC,
dislodging Pramod Boro, leader of the UPPL.
TN SUTHT MfR@RY (BPF WH®) BTC & YW &+ 3R UHIE SR} (UPPL) & g1 faarl

e Mr. Boro was elected as the BTC chief in 2020 after forming a post-poll alliance with the BJP.
oft SRY 2020 H BIP & HIY TGS & &I BTC WH & 3|

e Following his loss in the BTC elections, Mr. Boro was eatrlier this year elected unopposed to
one of Assam’s Rajya Sabha seats, even as he has now chosen to contest this Assembly
election from the Tamulpur constituency.
BTC gTd 8RA & a1 4 IRT 39 oY IreaqqHT & fore fAifdRier g9 7w, iR o9 agagR We ¥
faem T AT AS W@ B

¢ In this constituency (reserved for STs), Mr. Boro will face not just the BJP’s candidate,
Biswajit Daimary, but also the Congress’s Rafel Daimary.

asfnsmnﬁ&mvﬁzwaﬁaﬁwww BJP & favasita T 3R ST F Thd AR I
|

e Just before severing ties with the BJP, Mr. Boro had been driving for increased autonomy of
the BTC region, holding meetings with Union Home Minister Amit Shah in New Delhi to pass
the 125th Constitution Amendment enabling more autonomy.

BJP ¥ 3T 51F 4 U5l it IRY BTC &Y Siftes TTaael &+ o forg o ax 38 9 iR 39 forg
S5 SITHd 2IME ¥ Jo@ St A, forad 12541 Afdem E=nem =i ol

¢ Inthe BTR, the contest appears to be a head-to-head fight between the BPF and the UPPL,
even as Bodo outfits such as the All Bodo Students’ Union (ABSU), which kick-started the
movement for an autonomous Bodo region, has made public calls for the two parties to unite.

BTR ¥ gTael BPF 3R UPPL & o9 e f3W 8T8, SIafd ABSU S T34 Gl &l
THYe g 3 3fid SR W T

Call for autonomy
WA 1 =T

e However, the campaigns of both parties in the region are focused on fighting for increased
autonomy both in the Assam Assembly and in Parliament, lasting peace, and the rivalry
between the two for control over BTC politics.

I gdl & I 3iftes waraaT, Rt ifd ik BTC IeTIfa # adva W disd

e The UPPL is blaming the BPF’s retum to the BTC for issues such as communal violence that
was seen in Karigaon in January and an alleged rise in gambling, and consumption of drugs
and alcohol among the youth.

UPPL, BPF %! dTURf! & ST § AWy fean, ok garsfi & Faim, 7= iR IRTE $t
et wghy & e AR ae<1 W@ 21

o The BPF’s campaign is focused on highlighting its support from the NDA, which, it argues, will
help ensure peace and stability in the region.

BPF 307 NDA JUY & ISR & W@ 7, o a8 =mifar ol fRu=ar gfya & &1 grar
F

¢ Another significant issue that both campaigns are confronting is the Assam Cabinet's decision
last November to add six communities to the State’s ST list, which had sparked widespread
protests across the Bodoland region, led by the ABSU.
TS 30 YA e 3H Sfae 1 98 Yl &1 ST gt A mfira w5 &1 fAofa g, o
ABSU & Aqed ¥ aTq® faviy gl

o The ABSU’s president-in-charge, Kwrwmdao Wary, said, “There is fear that the propositions
being discussed for the addition of six new communities will alter the nature of the Bodoland
region.
ABSU ¥ PRIaTg® 3ee HIAGIS aRI 3 DT, “SI ¢ [ B8 TU Il ! wie J dIsias
P UPpfd gga AT "

e |n addition to the Bodo tribal communities, there are other communities living here peacefully
also.

ST ST TG & SeTaT T8t 3 Iqard +f jiifa ¥ 78 @ &
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3R g9 39 9t Il & Hedror 918d &

But it has to be understood that this Bodoland region is a result of the Bodo people’s
struggles, and the proposed ST calculations risk altering that.”

AfhT I8 FHT 1T 16 I &= ST @i & Had &7 gRomy §, 3R Uaifdd ST scea 33

UHIfId PR IAhd g I”

But even as Mr. Wary insisted that the ABSU cannot publicly speak about the ongoing
election campaign, the outfit has traditionally been associated with the UPPL.

gTdifes St AR} - Fel fb ABSU TATT WR ATt~

0 Y UPPL | ISTET&I

FY F T8I A, afcsd T e WIRE
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Putin likely to participate in BRICS summit in
Delhi, says Russia’s Deputy Foreign Minister

COLOMBO

Russian President Vladimir
Putin is expected to parti-
cipate in the BRICS summit
scheduled in September in
India, Deputy Foreign Mi-
nister Rudenko Andrey Yu-
revich said in Colombo on
Wednesday, adding that
Moscow would support
New Delhi’s efforts to forge
a consensus among mem-
bers. Further, Russia will
honour all existing con-
tracts on oil, he said, fol-
lowing Russia’s decision to
ban export of gasoline with
effect from April 1, owing
to price fluctuations.

“My President has an in-
vitation from Prime Minis-
ter Modi to come to New
Delhi, and for the time be-

blems which would pre-
vent him from doing so,”
he said, while commend-
ing India, as BRICS chair,
for “doing its best to
streamline differences”.
“We need to see what will
happen by the time of the
summit itself. But so far,
we consider this invitation
with seriousness,” Mr. Ru-
denko said, citing the “vo-
latile situation” in West
Asia. He was addressing
the media in an interaction
organised by the Colombo-
based think tank Pathfin-
der Foundation. Mr. Ru-
denko’s official visit comes
barely a week after Russian
Deputy Minister for Ener-
gy Roman Marshavin was
in Sri Lanka, pledging Mos-
cow’s support to Colombo

Vladimir Putin

to cope with the energy cri-
sis stemming from the con-
flict in West Asia.
Commenting on the
challenges in building con-
sensus within the 10-nation
grouping — which also in-
cludes Iran and the United
Arab Emirates — the visit-
ing Russian official de-
scribed BRICS as an entity
that brings together coun-

tries with different policies
and national priorities.
“And while they chose to
join it, they want these
priorities coordinated in a
more systematic way to
better protect their inter-
ests worldwide. But their
national policies some-
times differ radically,” he
said.

“‘Growing wedge’

Further, terming the
grouping “quite a flexible
organisation” that allows
each member state to re-
tain “its own voice”, he ad-
ded that building consen-
sus is difficult when
members are “on different
sides of the frontline”.
“One of the great conse-
quences of the conflict is
the growing wedge bet-

ween Iran and its Arab
neighbours,” he said. Last
month, India sent invita-
tions to all member states
for the BRICS Foreign Mi-
nisters’ Meeting in May
and the 18th BRICS Summit
scheduled to be held in
New Delhi in September.
Meanwhile, Russia will
implement all past con-
tracts on oil exports, he
said, when asked about the
impact of Moscow’s deci-
sion to ban gasoline ex-
ports. “To tell you frankly,
Russia’s natural resources
are not also unlimited...but
we will do our best,” he
said, adding that the soon-
er the conflict in West Asia
ends, “the better for eve-
ryone”. India’s Russian oil
imports soared to a nine-
month high in March 2026.

Putin likely to participate in BRICS summit in Delhi, says Russia’s Deputy

Foreign Minister

ﬁg{ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁsmcs AR IWT § YN A7 B YT, T & 39 fagwr 9=
G|

Russian President Vladimir Putin is expected to participate in the BRICS summit scheduled in
September in India, Deputy Foreign Minister Rudenko Andrey Yurevich said in Colombo on
Wednesday, adding that Moscow would support New Delhi’s efforts to forge a consensus
among members.
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Lk g fEHR gfas & RidaR § YR ® g1 arel BRICS FRRaR Iwer= § 41T o=
P UG 8, T8 S I 02w T o391 0 THRra Y Sioist A 3, 3R Fal b At 7E
faeett & vt &1 wadH S|

o Further, Russia will honour all existing contracts on oil, he said, following Russia’s decision to
ban export of gasoline with effect from April 1, owing to price fluctuations.
351 gl [ T it Mieer aa srgaet &1 uras s, g8 Ao 1 eita 3 A fata
TR ufaeY o 91g for 11, ST $iHdl 3 SaR-UGE & HRUT g3l

o “My President has an invitation from Prime Minister Modi to come to New Delhi, and for the
time being, we don’t see any problems which would prevent him from doing so,” he said,
while commending India, as BRICS chair, for “doing its best to streamline differences”.
3B T, “BR IFURY B FUTTER W I 7 et o 1 fzvor fiyan B, ok fraera T
HIs HRUNTG! [GQdT Ol 37 P qh,” AR YR BT BRICS SMHETT B! WIS 1 |

o “We need to see what will happen by the time of the summit itself.
36 BT, “gH a1 B % RRaR wwie 9o n fRufa e 81

e But so far, we consider this invitation with seriousness,” Mr. Rudenko said, citing the “volatile
situation” in West Asia.
A anft 7 g9 39 =1 1 ifivar @ & 7@ & 36 ufde oRkv 3 R fRufa &
BaTdl ¢d g4 HT|

e He was addressing the media in an interaction organised by the Colombo-based think tank
Pathfinder Foundation.
gaﬁmﬁ@m%% Pathfinder Foundation gRT 3MSId SdsH § Hifsar ¥ s1d = @

I

¢ Mr. Rudenko’s official visit comes barely a week after Russian Deputy Minister for Energy
Roman Marshavin was in Sri Lanka, pledging Moscow’s support to Colombo to cope with the
energy crisis stemming from the conflict in West Asia.
TSB! DI TG T SHoll IU HAY I A=A & e I & T IS 18 g5, SI61 I
Sl Hoe | e § #Aag o1 ey faar |

e Commenting on the challenges in building consensus within the 10-nation grouping — which
also includes Iran and the United Arab Emirates — the visiting Russian official described
BRICS as an entity that brings together countries with different policies and national priorities.
10 =N & TYE BRICS H gHA S Bt Il R sierd gy, o $14 iR UAE oft =nfira
g, 3o Bel fo Tg faftrsr <fiferaf ok wruftrerarail arel =i &1 TE 8|

e “And while they chose to join it, they want these priorities coordinated in a more systematic
way to better protect their interests worldwide.
3B dgl, “BIeTiich =1 3TH XA gUE, A e & & 379! wrufirepanail &1 dgar TH=ag 8!
difes 39 fea QRféra 3|

e But their national policies sometimes differ radically,” he said.

A 3! AP Afaai H§ IR BIBT ST gIel §,” S5/ gl

‘Growing wedge’

‘m )

o Further, terming the grouping “quite a flexible organisation” that allows each member state to
retain “its own voice”, he added that building consensus is difficult when members are “on
different sides of the frontline”.

I8 BRICS &I Al WIS §dld §U Fel b 8- SR 37U e SHTaTel 3§l 8, A o
TR SeT-3enT ueli § g €, 9 Ygua s i3 g §1

¢ “One of the great consequences of the conflict is the growing wedge between Iran and its
Arab neighbours,” he said.

I Pal, Gy BT Th IST TR 1 3R ISP 3RT USIRM & Si= ggdt @rs g’

e Last month, India sent invitations to all member states for the BRICS Foreign Ministers’
Meeting in May and the 18th BRICS Summit scheduled to be held in New Delhi in September.
fUza 7R HRT A T I 3= &1 W A faew whhal &t 5@ ofik fider # 189 BRICS
Rrer g@es & fou o g
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e Meanwhile, Russia will implement all past contracts on oil exports, he said, when asked about
the impact of Moscow’s decision to ban gasoline exports.

I P8l & T ad Fafd & Tt A Sgay Ay S, o9 379 T Faid ufdsy &
UYTd & IR H YBT T[|

o “To tell you frankly, Russia’s natural resources are not also unlimited...but we will do our
best,” he said, adding that the sooner the conflict in West Asia ends, “the better for everyone”.

e, SHHER A B8 A & P UpTas GaTY AR T8 ¥, Afe g9 g iR
A, eﬁvwﬁ?mmmﬁaﬁﬂﬁﬁwﬁ I g |

¢ India’s Russian oil imports soared to a nine-month high in March 2026.

T 2026 T HIRA BT EH 9 AT = A & 3= WX W Ugd 1|
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02A. As American bombs fall on Iran, South American nations brace for impact

R W AR T & a4 o7 3R 2w F Rig AR

¢ American bombs are tearing apart buildings and lives in Iran, but the shockwaves of those
attacks are being felt in parts of Latin America as they trigger old memories and new fears.

TH X H ARG 3R Sfia &) qa18 SR IR §, Al 579 80 & Fed afed
ARt & o RE # f Hegw iy o @ §, el Wit are 3R TW SR IR W@

e Even as U.S. President Donald Trump blows hot and cold on Iran, he has begun to speak of
Cuba with growing frequency and menace.

AN PR SIHTES §U M R TG0 3@ b sl 3(d FYET & IR H 3P IR 3R @R P
Thd & A SA W ¢ |
o ‘| built this great Amy.
I35 Hel, “B- I8 HET= o1 §-1TS |
e | said, “You will never need to use it.’
7 g1, ‘TR 38 DY ST B B e el gy
e But sometimes you have to use it.

A w1 3/ ST BT USaAT B |

e And Cuba is next, by the way,” Mr. Trump told a meeting of investors on March 27 in Miami —
a city known for its Cuban community and their opposition towards Havana.

3R YA 3RTAT §,” TU H 27 W ! ferandt & Rawes! &1 9o & w1 — S Fyars 9™ &
forg ST ST B

o “Butpretend | didn’t say that,” added Mr. Trump as he heaped praise on himself for the
military campaigns against Iran and Venezuela to a raucous crowd.

ﬁéﬁﬁrnﬂa‘rﬁﬁwﬁwﬁﬁw 3R I 9 AEen & e A B IR
|

e The kidnapping of Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro still hangs over Latin America as
countries fear getting sucked into Mr. Trump’s so-called war on narco-terrorism.

CRELS] et P U ! geT 3t o AfeT SRPT R B 83 B,
aﬂ%ﬁ%%g&%ﬁa@% &
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Air strikes are already being conducted on the Ecuador-Colombia border as the Ecuadorian
military carries out a joint operation with American forces.
TPTSR-PIAfadr W1 R U U §aTS 94 6133 8, 9161 SPISR 31 SR gal & |1y
Tgard AT 9 38 B

Called “Operation Total Extermination”, the campaign is officially “setting the pace for
regional, deterrence-focused operations against cartel infrastructure throughout Latin
America”, but poor farmers accuse the government of targeting their land and livestock.

- TR Sled TR 1% 59 ARaH B AMRieRE 0 3 $éd 3 & f[aw
HIATs S T 8, Afh TS fHaH WeHR W 3rut 5= iR ugpes o) f=mm=r s &1
3RIY T &

The country’s right-wing President Daniel Noboa has declared an “internal armed conflict” —
in line with Mr. Trump’s rhetoric.

%%('m%ﬂgqﬁr%ﬁuaﬂﬁrsnﬁ “3iafye Ted Hay” 9N foar g, S ¢u &1 fifd & sy
I
Before Mr. Trump sent his forces to Venezuela, Washington had branded certain criminal
groups as terrorist organisations and named Mr. Maduro as their head.
FEAT B AT WOl ¥ TR, SANET 7 $3 SATURIIUS T B ATdPardt [s- g fbar
3R AR Y I U IR
A similar script now appears to be written for other countries.
319 g U 3= 3= o forg ot oo S < B
The New York Times reported last week that the U.S. is “considering classifying Brazil's two
criminal factions — Primeiro Comando da Capital (PCC) and Comando Vermelho (CV) — as
terrorist groups”.
[ATP TG & IR, ARG qeid & PCC 3R CV THGI $i ATdPHaTe! g H W
fIaR TR @B
Generally, groups placed on the American list of terrorist organisations face financial
sanctions, but in Venezuela’s case, it was used for a military attack.
AR TR T TgT R 3ffe ufese o 8, Afh 3sjuen # 39T IuaiT &0 gva & g
fobam T |
The p055|b|I|ty is causing unease in Brazil.
Y YT & Srefta # f=iar 9g W@ 5
Brazilian Foreign Minister Mauro Vieira recently told his U.S. counterpart that Brasilia
opposes classifying PCC and CV as terrorist organisations.

& faed=r =t 9re?) fawRy = Fe1 & Soia 571 GHgl ®f Srdadard! it H3A &1
Rty sxa1 81
In the case of Colombia, the situation is serious.
Frafeard fRufd ik 2
President Gustavo Petro is reportedly being investigated by U.S. prosecutors to find out if he
“met with drug traffickers and solicited donations for his 2022 presidential campaign”.

Ty afa TRaTA UEY R e 9 XE1 € b @1 SE I Tl | JerdId B g9 & g o
|

Mr. Petro has blamed the country’s right-wing Opposition for fabricating the story ahead of the
presidential elections in May.

21 = gféroraet faues R weT e BT SR T
As both Colombia and Brazil go to elections this year, their leaders are speaking up against
the danger.
39 q¥ Frafear iR sreftd & gA1d € SfR A1 @k & e da @ 7
At last week’s Summit of the Community of Latin American and Caribbean States in Bogot4,
President Lula da Silva of Brazil criticised the growing U.S. “colonialist policies towards” Latin
America.

aer § CELAC RRaR awias & oar a1 fyear 3 ke o1 shufrafkre =ifeal ot
ST B |

As leaders like Mr. Petro and Lula challenge Mr. Trump, his administration appears to be
trying to isolate them.
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Ul SR T I a1 ¢U BT AN G X3 &, SR TU YR 376 HET-UTT B BT B B
T g

On March 7, Mr. Trump hosted the region’s pro-Washington leaders for a conference —
called the “Shield of the Americas” — where they discussed how to “enlist and expand”
partnerships for joint counter-drug operations in the region.

7 9T ®1 €U “Shield of the Americas” T frfoTd fobar, o ad Tgea g1 faridh
AP R I9i g5

At the meeting in Florida, which didn’t include Brazil, Mexico, Chile, and Colombia, all run by
leftist govemments Mr. Trump alleged that “drug cartels are runnlr;%mMexmo

TAIRST 9 H sreitd, Afeas!, fedt 3R Sicfear nfia 76t 9, ok ¢u A e fos Afdaet
DI FTHCATAIE &
The meeting’s tone, where only Americans spoke and everybody else listened, has set the
alarm bells ringing in several countries.

6% P AR, el MRS aid 3R Tt A, B3 <=0 & fore fofar &1 HRoT 51|
“Maduro’s kidnapping was a warning.

T SHABR] A g, “HIGA BT SUGRVT AdTa-1 UT|
The war on Iran is another warning to us to fall in line.

AR g 1 g8 arga § 3 &1 Jara-it
The Shield of the Americas meeting is a clear sign that the Americans want to go after the
regions’ natural resources, especially rare earths, and curb our relations with China,” says a
senior Brazilian official, speaking on condition of anonymity.

g So @ & b smReT UTpfae daryaY 3R T | Hefel ! Fi<rH1 s wrear g,
TS STolferars SHeeR A HTl

Mr. Trump’s close ties with Argentina’s chainsaw-wielding President Javier Milei are well
known.

¢U & SIS & U SR fres 3 oy ¥ey 5

Now, the U.S. President appears to be widening his reach.

3{d ¢U ST YHTT & T¢T 38 &

His latest catch is Chile’s new President, José Antonio Kast, who attended the Florida
meeting even before being sworn in.

ST a1 Hedi fereft & Irgufa SN Gl de 3, o511 QUY 9 Ugd dad § W fom|
Mr. Kast’s inauguration on March 10 offered a glimpse of rising tensions.

10 AT B Y YGUT & GRM T d¢ & Wb Bl |

Lula, who was expected to attend, pulled out at the last minute after Mr. Kast invited Brazil’s
far-right politician Flavio Bolsonaro, a likely challenger to the President in October elections.

e A Sifaw g & SRisd Bis foar Fifd HRe - waTfad Sed-RI &1 srHfd fovar o1, st
T B AN S gobd B
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Entry tax hike: protests
erupt at Himachal borders
with Punjab and Haryana

Levy comes into effect, triggering traffic disruptions; police deployed at several locations; working

to control situation, say authorities; Mann warns of reciprocal entry tax on H.P-registered vehicles

Press Trust of India
SHIMLA/BILAPSUR/UNA

ension prevailed at
T Himachal Pra-
desh’s borders with

Punjab and Haryana on
Wednesday after the re-
vised entry tax for vehicles
came into effect, triggering
protests and traffic disrup-
tions at multiple points.
Angry residents from
Punjab staged a road block-
ade at the Garmoda toll on
the Kirathpur-Nerchowk
road in Bilaspur district in
the morning, demanding
exemption for vehicles re-
gistered in border districts.
They questioned the
continuation of the entry
tax despite Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
announcing a rollback.
“Himachal residents are
our brothers and we have
no fight with them, but Mr.
Sukhu should clarify why a
receipt of 100 is being gi-
ven on entry since last
night when the rollback
was announced on entry
tax on small passenger
vehicles,” a protester said.
“There cannot be two

taxes on a national high-
way. When we are paying
toll tax, there is no point in
an entry tax,” he added.

The blockade was lifted
after almost five hours and
vehicular traffic resumed
following assurance from
officials that the issue will
be taken up with higher
authorities.

Mr. Sukhu had on Tues-
day told the Assembly that
a hike in entry tax on five-
seater and 6-12 seater pas-
senger vehicles will be
rolled back, but later in the
evening, a notification was
issued that stated, “Keep-
ing public convenience in
mind, the government has
reduced the toll tax rate for
passenger vehicles from
%130 to T100”. On February

Q We are saving
their money,
but they are imposing
tax on our [Punjab|
vehicles. We will
watch for some time.
Otherwise, we also know
how to impose tax

BHAGWANT MANN
Punjab Chief Minister

16, a notification was is-
sued announcing that the
tax for small passenger
vehicles will be increased
to ¥170 from ¥70. After a
backlash, the tax was fixed
at ¥130.

The Himachal govern-
ment announced conces-
sional passes to all resi-
dents living within 5 km of
any toll barrier.

Protests were also wit-
nessed at other State bor-
ders, and since Wednesday
morning, massive traffic
jams occurred at various
entry points in Kalka-Pin-
jore, Madhawala-Barotiwa-
la, Baddi, and Nalagarh.

The Ilaka Bachao Sang-
harsh Morcha staged a
protest at the barrier set up
in Mehtpur on the Hima-

chal-Punjab border. Traffic
on the Dharamshala-Chan-
digarh highway was also
disrupted. The route from
Una and Nangal via San-
toshgarh has been divert-
ed, and traffic was also hit
in Bathu-Bathri. The lead-
ers at the sit-in said they
will only heave a sigh of re-
lief when these toll tax bar-
riers are closed. “We will
even join forces with the
people of Punjab and Ha-
ryana to boycott the Hima-
chal tourism season and
appeal to them to visit oth-
er States instead of coming
here,” a leader said.

Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann criticised
the Himachal Pradesh go-
vernment and warned of
reciprocal tax. Mr. Mann
said his government shut
toll plazas at several places
in Punjab and the move
stands to benefit H.P.-regis-
tered vehicles as well. “We
are saving their money, but
they are imposing tax on
our [Punjab] vehicles. We
will watch for some time.
Otherwise, we also know
how to impose tax,” he
said.

02A. Entry tax hike: protests erupt at Himachal borders with Punjab and
Haryana

Tt e gfs; feumaa @Y Turel w uwe 8k gfvaron & wry faviy wexf=

e Levy comes into effect, triggering traffic disruptions; police deployed at several locations;
working to control the situation, say authorities; Mann warns of reciprocal entry tax on H.P.-

registered vehicles.
dt AL B ¥ efthe a1fia gom, #3 RiF R gfer d-me; fRufa Fifia s & vam o,
HfYHIRAY 3 HT; WITdd AT A TR Ut T &1 arat

e Tension prevailed at Himachal Pradesh’s borders with Punjab and Haryana on Wednesday
after the revised entry tax for vehicles came into effect, triggering protests and traffic
disruptions at multiple points.
FYaR B! feuraa =T &t uere 3R giamon Warsit w Iifid T @Ry ar gn & o1 a9
T T, o s wF IR TRy UeRiF SR ¢fthes a1fdra ga

e Angry residents from Punjab staged a road blockade at the Garmoda toll on the Kirathpur-
Nerchowk road in Bilaspur district in the morning, demanding exemption for vehicles
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registered in border districts.

UoTe & ARTS Raiyat 3 gog faarigR o & fayr- A s | THisT ad R I56
o o, de forett o areHl & fog e &1 A &1

They questioned the continuation of the entry tax despite Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu announcing a rollback.

32 gerH gEfder Riv Gog gR1 AqeE 3! 9Iv0n & dace T T R T8 IR ard
I

“Himachal residents are our brothers and we have no fight with them, but Mr. Sukhu should
clarify why a receipt of 100 is being given on entry since last night when the rollback was
announced on entry tax on small passenger vehicles,” a protester said.

T e 3 T, Taarad Frari g 4T @, 3R SR B fidre 78T 2, A €100
1 Tilg T < SET 5, e Bie aleHl U TSt ¢ aTud i &1 9y &1 7s i1

“There cannot be two taxes on a national highway. When we are paying toll tax, there is no
point in an entry tax,” he added.
e P XITAN TR G 2o 81 €1 U | o7 87 e 2 3 X3 §, A 0 ey

EIE) eﬁfﬁw BEl % ”

The blockade was lifted after almost five hours and vehicular traffic resumed following
assurance from officials that the issue will be taken up with higher authorities.

T UTe U q1¢ SITH SR 7T SIR SRIGTRAT & SMYRH & a1 ¢fthe || g1l fas
HHAT I SHABINT o U IS AT

Mr. Sukhu had on Tuesday told the Assembly that a hike in entry tax on five-seater and 6-12
seater passenger vehicles will be rolled back, but later in the evening, a notification was
issued that stated, “Keeping public convenience in mind, the government has reduced the toll
tax rate for passenger vehicles from %130 to ¥100”.

AR B o YR A faum=aqur & w51 o1 f 5-3fte 3R 6-12 Aex agl R U R afg
oy ot S, dfd a1g § A= SR R g1 T fos o1 giaem &1 &9 § I9d §U
T ¢ 2130 TR 2100 fovar T g1

On February 16, a notification was issued announcing that the tax for small passenger
vehicles will be increased to 170 from Z70.
?ﬁsmﬂﬁWWW@%mﬁm%mﬂoﬁm 170 R ! GO P T

I

After a backlash, the tax was fixed at ¥130.

faRTer & S1G ¢ 2130 a4 fasar T

The Himachal government announced concessional passes to all residents living within 5 km
of any toll barrier.

fRuraa R A A IR & 5 et & iR g arelt & fere fraradt ura 9ifya fu)
Protests were also withessed at other State borders, and since Wednesday morning, massive
traffic jams occurred at various entry points in Kalka-Pinjore, Madhawala-Barotiwala, Baddi,
and Nalagarh.

31T o reif wR off oty g3 SR FUIR Yae W praw-fieiy, 98, ArarTe ofe =il W™
R ST ST

The llaka Bachao Sangharsh Morcha staged a protest at the barrier set up in Mehtpur on the
Himachal-Punjab border.

SATHT gaTs) "oy Al A AgaqR (RAHd-gore ) R Ry ve |

Traffic on the Dharamshala-Chandigarh highway was also disrupted.

yHRITEr-aSRTE BTEd IR +ft Sfthes afdre <eT|

The route from Una and Nangal via Santoshgarh has been diverted, and traffic was also hit in
Bathu-Bathri.

ST 3R T ¥ WAlWTe Rt S/Iac fohar T 3R ary-arydt # off Sfthas yifaa g

The leaders at the sit-in said they will only heave a sigh of relief when these toll tax barriers
are closed.

R TR 38 areit 3 Fgl b e AAR 9 g1 W & 3% Wed i

“We will even join forces with the people of Punjab and Haryana to boycott the Himachal
tourism season and appeal to them to visit other States instead of coming here,” a leader
said.
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TS -1d1 3 Hgl, ‘g0 uwTd 3R giamn & arl & a1y e fearad wieq dies a1
FREHR BT 3R 3 Il § o BT 3t Bt

e Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann criticised the Himachal Pradesh government and
warned of reciprocal tax.

Yol & YRR WTdd HIF 3 RAHd RBR B Maia &1 iR TRIUNS ST & Jdraq!

atl

e Mr. Mann said his government shut toll plazas at several places in Punjab and the move
stands to benefit H.P.-registered vehicles as well.

off 719 A T fb TP WBR A USE § s QM IR erd W 96 fpu, forgd feamea &
argAl &1 +ff o i TR

e “We are saving their money, but they are imposing tax on our [Punjab] vehicles. We will watch
for some time. Otherwise, we also know how to impose tax,” he said.

IR Hgl, “BH IHT U1 ST 33 &, A d §HR 61 IR ¢ TN B & | BF $© 95 o,

gt af g9 off S I o § 1
LS passes 02A. LS passes Jan Vishwas Amendment Bill 2026
JanVishwas  deauT 3 o+ fayrr S=ne= fatas 2026 uifea foean
Amendment
Bill 2026 e The Lok Sabha on Wednesday passed the Jan Vishwas (Amendment
oSt tconomy ] of Provisions) Bill, 2026, by voice vote, aiming to decriminalise minor offences

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

" The Lok Sabha on Wednes-
day passed the Jan Vishwas
(Amendment of Provi-
sions) Bill, 2026, by voice
vote, aiming to decriminal-
ise minor offences across
various laws and further
promote ease of doing bu-
siness and living. The Bill
proposes to amend 784
provisions of 79 Central
Acts administered by 23
Ministries. It seeks to decri-
minalise 717 provisions and
amend 67 provisions to fa-
cilitate ease of living.

It also seeks to rational-
ise more than 1,000 offenc-
es, removing outdated and
redundant provisions, the-
reby improving the overall
regulatory environment.
Replying to the debate on
the Bill, Commerce and In-
dustry Minister Piyush
Goyal said it will help peo-
ple and MSMEs. Amend-
ments moved by Congress
member K. Kavya were re-
jected by voice vote.

across various laws and further promote ease of doing business and living.

3 YAR &I & fIYT (a1 S=Me) fada®, 2026 F1 arad
dte 9 uiRka o, foraeT Se=d faftid Bl & Bie STuRTH ol SruRTegad
PR 3R ATHN G SiigH Bt GIHdT B de1al o1 7 1

e The Bill proposes to amend 784 provisions of 79 Central Acts
administered by 23 Ministries.

g 999 23 HATE™! gRT YRMRIG 79 ek U=l & 784 yrauri &
HRNEA HT URATd PRA 6|
e It seeks to decriminalise 717 provisions and amend 67 provisions to

facilitate ease of living.
g 717 WG B ST HRA 3R 67 WALl & MY HR S ot
TIHAT §TH &1 T IRl 6 |

e It also seeks to rationalise more than 1,000 offences, removing
outdated and redundant provisions, thereby improving the overall regulatory

environment.
Tg 1,000 | AP URTHY BT FIRIHIT B3, T 3R SRS Traem=i &I

g 3R fAUTH® araTaRur GURA &1 d89 3@ g1

¢ Replying to the debate on the Bill, Commerce and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal said it will help people and MSMEs.
fI9® IR 959 &1 9GS <d §U aTiorsy 3R ST Wit digy e A %e1 & a8
N 3R MSMESs &1 Higg |

¢ Amendments moved by Congress member K. Kavya were rejected by
voice vote.

P AT &. HIAT GRT Udd A=Y a1 die d @IS R fGT 1
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Why is India pushing piped gas now?

Can PNG replace LPG for cooking? Why has LPG been preferred so far? How is LNG transported and used? What is holding back PNG expansion?
i iction meet demand? Will PNG reduce LPG import ?

EXPLAINER

M. Kalyanaraman

The story so far:
ndia has a total of 33 crore LPG
connections. Recently, Anjan
Kumar Mishra, Secretary at the
Petroleum and Natural Gas
Regulatory Board, said that domestic
natural gas production alone could cater
to 30 crore connections if all were to
switch to piped natural gas (PNG).

‘What is the difference between LPG,
LNG, PNG, and CNG?

LPG is a co-product of oil refining and
natural gas processing. That is, its
production depends on the processing of
both crude oil and natural gas.

Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG), as the
name suggests, is natural gas that has
been cooled to below -160 degrees Celsius
to turn it into a liquid for shipping.
Liquefaction reduces its volume by 1,000
times.

Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) is
primarily used as a vehicular fuel. It
involves compressing natural gas to a
pressure of 200-250 kg/cm? (g) to reduce
its volume and enable efficient
distribution.

How are LPG and natural gas
transported to the user?

Propane and butane gases are mixed,
pressurised, and cooled to below 40
degrees Celsius, and then transported
from the source to consuming countries
via ships. LPG is bottled in cylinders and
physically delivered to customers.

Piped natural gas is transported
through pipelines. Before this, imported
natural gas is liquefied and transported
through LNG carriers. “LNG carriers use
special cargo tanks and insulation systems
designed for ultra-low temperatures,”
stated Mitsui 0.S.K. Lines to The Hindu.
“Put simply, the basic task is to move a
very cold liquid onto the ship while
prmnnng it from warming up too

Al lhe destination, LNG is regasified
and transported to the final consumer

pipes.
Last-mile delis Of LPG is easier
through cylinders that are transported
through trucks and tricycles than building
an extensive pipeline network covenng
every household for natural gas.
been a key reason why India adopted LPG
for domestic cooking.

Why the push for piped gas against
LPG now?

India’s dependence on LPG imports is
currently higher. For instance, in natural
gas, India’s one-year import was about 27
million tonnes of LNG last year, and
production was roughly the same,
according to government data. On the
other hand, India - until recently -
imported three-fifths of its LPG
requirements, of which 90% was routed
through the Strait of Hormuz, which has

now been blocked due to the war in West
Asia. Typical annual LPG consumption is
34 million tonnes, out of which 12 million
tonnes are produced in India.

1f gas is to be imported, LNG has many
more sources across the world. In LPG,
India was largely reliant on Saudi Arabia
and Qatar and the supplies had to pass
through the Strait to reach India.
“Globally large capacities of liquefaction
plants for natural gas are coming online
over the next few years, so availability
should be healthy,” said Prashant Vasisht,
Senior Vice President of ICRA.

Adomestic LPG cylinder supplier

Can natural gas replace LPG straight?
Natural gas is much lighter than LPG. But
one kilogram of natural gas can deliver
‘more energy than one kilogram of LPG.
For cooking purposes, these differences
are not significant, making PNG a drop-in
replacement for LPG.

However, in industrial uses, the
equipment may need to be tuned toa
different setting or even altered. For
instance, LPG is widely used by MSMEs
for welding and cutting. Reports from the
ground indicate that while the

delivery in 30.4

close, the government is now pushing for
piping infmsu'uclum for local

tion.

As of December, the government
announced that India’s gas pipeline
network spans about 25,000 kilometres,
with an additional 10,500 kilometres
under construction. The government is
also ensuring that PNG pricing remains
competitive with LPG.

“PNG connections have now crossed
1.5 crore. A recent government gazette
nonricanon mnfon:es this direction,

i cannot hold

is ing industrial
users to switch, a lack of awareness and
technical know-how may hamper
adoption.

How is the government pushing for
natural

On March 26, The Hindu learnt from
senior government officials that over the
next two weeks, India could add another
15 lakh new PNG connections.

The official said that instituting
last-mile connectivity amidst
unfavourable city infrastructure in certain
areas was among the major hurdles in
expanding the piped gas network.

To speed it up, in a gazette notification,
the Centre instituted provisions to help
accelerate the uptake, which, among
other things, included specific timelines
for approving pipeline expansion in
housing and non-housing areas.

‘The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural
Gas (MOPNG) told the Parliamentary
Standing Committee, which is assessing
its demand for grants for FY 2026-27, that
it is targeting to have in place a pipeline
network that would cover 12 crore PNG
connections by 2034.

The committee, in an earlier report,
had asked the Ministry to help City Gas
Distribution (CGD) entities to overcome
difficulties in pursuing expansion, such as

both LPG and PNG connections. As a
result, roughly 6 million households will
be nequu'ed to surrender their LPG
connection and mnsmnn fully to PNG

Even if projections of 12 crore PNG
connections are met in another 10 years,
LPG connections will still be more than
20 crore, leaving India requiring to
import significant amounts of LPG.

Alittle less than 30% of natural gas use
goes into making fertilizers, while power
plants account for 13% and city gas
distribution around 20%, said ICRA's Mr.
Vasisht. Some 35% goes to sectors like
refineries and industries.

A major diversion from these sectors
such as power may be needed to cater to
cooking gas demand. Mr. Vasisht said
industrial consumers can switch to

that as of now some 1.2 crore PNG
consume three million

within a thi i This will
bring total hausehold PNG connections to
2 crore soon,” said Manish Sejwal, Senior
Vice President at Rystad Energy “Since
the 2020-21, the com

growth rate in connections has been
some 18%. A CAGR of 24% would be
needed to reach 12 crore connections by
2034-35," he added.

What are the challenges?
The GAIL pipeline network is currently
concentrated in western and northern
India, with some coverage in Kerala and
Bengaluru. The 10,000-kilometre-plus
pipelines under construction cover tier-2
and tier-3 cities in parts of central and
eastern India, as well as some parts of
‘Tamil Nadu oonnecumg to the Bengalum
leg, and one section going to

northeast. However, large regm

central, southern, and nunhrastem India
remain Further, the

metric standard cubic metres of gas every

‘To supply 13 crore connections, India
will have to increase domestic production
by at least one-third.

Industry observers say that an increase
in domestic production from Oil and
Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) fields is
possible. Rystad Energy projects a 25%
increase.

For instance, ONGC commenced
production in the KG-DWN 98/2 Block in
the KG basin in 2024. Peak production of
the field is expected to be over 10 million
metric standard cubic metres per day of
gas, which would mean increasing today’s
overall gas production in India by 10%.
Site officials expect the 98/2 block to
increase ONGC gas output by 15% through
more wells. Increasing imports through
LNG may well be required if natural gas
ion is ramped up. India has

of the gas pipeline network is more
intended to serve industrial needs than
households.

‘The government has aggressively given
CGD licences that would cover more than

in obtaining permissions, land, bidding 300 geographical areas covering
criteria, and NOC i from local small i ies, hotels and
authorities. restaurants. As of now, some 90 of them
Across towns and cities, such as in are still not connected to the main trunk
Maharashtra or Coimbatore in Tamil pipeline. Last-mile connectivity remains
Nadu, where the GAIL pipeline runs an immediate challenge.

some nine import terminals covering both
coasts.

It will have to truly ramp up the
pipeline network to leverage the imports.
Further, India’s LNG system is even more
of a just-in-time system than LPG, with
little long-term storage, unlike in Europe.
Any disruption in imports will have an
immediate impact on availability.

(With inputs from Saptaparno Ghosh and
Appala Naidu)

THE GIST

-

India has 33 crore LPG
connections, but domestic
natural gas production could
cater to 30 crore connections if
households switch to piped
natural gas (PNG).

-

LPG is delivered in cylinders,
while natural gas is
transported through pipelines
or a5 LNG and regasified, with
PNG emerging as a drop-in
replacement for cooking.

-

The government is pushing
PNG to reduce high LPG import
dependence, but pipeline
expansion, last-mile
connectivity, and supply
constraints remain key
challenges.

02A. Why is India pushing piped gas now?
YRd 3 Urgts 9 (PNG) P Y grar & I8T 8?2

LPG, LNG, PNG, and CNG: Differences and Transport
LPG, LNG, PNG 3R CNG: 3iR 3R uRkag

e India has atotal of 33 crore LPG connections.
YR A $d 33 HRIS LPG FAGRM & |

¢ Recently, Anjan Kumar Mishra, Secretary at the Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory
Board, said that domestic natural gas production alone could cater to 30 crore connections
if all were to switch to PNG.
EﬂﬁﬁﬁAnjan Kumar Mishra, Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory Board CaRIECE
wel for afe Tt PNG ST Y TR 1 IS F 30 RIS HAGRM THI ¢ |

e What is the difference between LPG, LNG, PNG, and CNG?
LPG, LNG, PNG 3R CNG & T 3[R 82
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LPG is a co-product of ail refining and natural gas processing.

LPG 3 RT3 3R Uipfaes 19 TRIRIAT &7 Yg-3dTe ¢ |

That is, its production depends on the processing of both crude oil and natural gas.

3T BT IAT crude oil 3R natural gas g IR AR #ar gl

Liquee ed Natural Gas (LNG), as the name suggests, is natural gas that has been cooled to
below —160°C to turn it into a liquid for shipping.

LNG I8 UIhfaed 79 § foR —160°C T 681 aeh aRal ST STl & difs UiRag faar o1 s |
Liquefaction reduces its volume by 1,000 times.

9 UfhaT § ST ST 1000 AT HH 1 &1l 7 1

Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) is primarily used as a vehicular fuel.

CNG T U ¥ 18- 34 & ¥ H Iudi giet 5|

It involves compressing natural gas to a pressure of 200-250 kg/cm2 to reduce its volume and
enable e+ cient distribution.

Y 200-250 kg/cm2 gaTd TR ifSd forar Srar g difes 3mad & 8 3R faaRor 34 8|

How are LPG and natural gas transported to the user?

LPG 3R UTpfae 1 IuHe d »a Ugdd! 82

Propane and butane gases are mixed, pressurised, and cooled to below 40°C, and then
transported from the source to consuming countries via ships.

Propane 3R butane T &I fIAT®R, ga1d # 3R 40°C ¥ HH ATHH R ST HR STET I Joll
ST B

LPG is bottled in cylinders and physically delivered to customers.

LPG P! Ryciexl # 1RepR e Iuiadrsit de ggamdr s g

Piped natural gas (PNG) is transported through pipelines.

PNG UTRUAIS & HIeAY ¥ UgaTs il g

Before this, imported natural gas is liqguefied and transported through LNG carriers.

Y UB, TfAd T BT LNG carriers §RI aRd U H /T S1dTl g1

“LNG carriers use special cargo tanks and insulation systems designed for ultra-low
temperatures,” stated Mitsui O.S.K. Lines.

Mitsui O%K%Lines & SIUR, LNG ded Siglell § fidh &1 diud & fod favy ¢ &k
éRﬂaQH I

“Put simply, the basic task is to move a very cold liquid onto the ship while preventing it from
warming up too much.”

WA Yeg| U, Tgd 38 IRA DI ogTol IR AT 3R I T 11 ¥ §aH1 A S g |

At the destination, LNG is regasie ed and transported to the « nal consumer through pipes.
Tide TR LNG I fhR ¥ 79 & sead: urgy ¥ IUHiad! dd Ugardr ol g |

Last-mile delivery of LPG is easier through cylinders that are transported through trucks and
tricycles than building an extensive pipeline network covering every household for natural
gas.

LPG &t 3ifar fEaiiadt Ridiext & arery ¥ ¢ iR faufgan arg=t ¥ o gt 8, S1afd PNG &
foIu 98 UIgUdsT Aead &I sRexd gidl B

This has been a key reason why India adopted LPG for domestic cooking.

T HRUT HRA A W T YD & [ LPG DI U

Push for Piped Gas (PNG) over LPG
LPG & S9T1T UTSS 99 (PNG) ! ggTar Fy

India’s dependence on LPG imports is currently higher.

YR B LPG ATATd R FRar adum & oifie ¢ |

For instance, in natural gas, India’s one-year import was about 27 million tonnes of LNG,
and production was roughly the same.

JTERU & o, T 79 H YR o1 3mard @ 27 faferast a1 LNG o1 3R I +f

TIHIT ST ot UTI
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On the other hand, India — until recently — imported three-fifths of its LPG requirements,
of which 90% was routed through the Strait of Hormuz, which has now been blocked due to
the war in West Asia.

ERT 3R, YR (U LPG STl b1 TIHT 3/5 TeaT Simard Rl T, forgH & 90% Strait of
Hormuz@ffvplw SHTdT YT, ST 31 West Asiaﬂ@%WHﬂ-ﬂﬁﬁ%l

Typical annual LPG consumption is 34 million tonnes, out of which 12 million tonnes are
produced in India.

YR &1 A LPG \Ud 34 faferamr a1 &, forgd @ 12 fafere &= < o Sanfea gian ©

If gas is to be imported, LNG has many more sources across the world.

Ife; 19 ST B 81, A LNG & i faR H 31 |

In LPG, India was largely reliant on Saudi Arabia and Qatar and the supplies had to pass
through the Strait to reach India.

LPG ¥ YRd TBI: Saudi Arabia 3R Qatar TR fHR 4T 3R 3Mfef &Y Strait T G ST TSl
YTl

“Globally large capacities of liquefaction plants for natural gas are coming online over the next
few years, so availability should be healthy,” said Prashant Vasisht.

Prashant Vasisht & SIYR, 3 Tl H@fﬁﬂ@%ﬁﬂ%&%’ liquefaction plants ‘{RKEﬁﬁ
Forerd) JuTeere SgeR gRit

Can natural gas replace LPG straight?

FIT UTPTad T WY LPG BT RIF o Tl 82

Natural gas is much lighter than LPG.
Ui T4, LPG &1 gaT H geb! gid gl
But one kilogram of natural gas can deliver more energy than one kilogram of LPG.
dfd 1 kg natural gas q1 kg LPG Y 3 St e g
For cooking purposes, these dis erences are not signie cant, making PNG a drop-in
replacement for LPG.
G U & Y 97 $ick Heaqul 18! 5, SR PNG Y LPG &1 fawey 57 9o o
However, in industrial uses, the equipment may need to be tuned to a die erent setting or
even altered.

S ITANT & USRI & SaaHT a1 FHEII HRAT IS Jabvdl ¢ |
For instance, LPG is widely used by MSMEs for welding and cutting.
JTERUI & fo, MSMEs H afedT 3R i & W LPG &1 Sudi g1 g |
Reports indicate that while the government is encouraging industrial users to switch, a lack of
awareness and technical know-how may hamper adoption.

fYUIE gardt § foh PR Meed HRe! §, Al awareness 3R technical knowledge 4|
FHY ST & q7eT &7 Il

How is the government pushing for natural gas?

PR UTPpTad 19 P! $4 g¢ra1 ¢ &1 82

On March 26, it was learnt that India could add another 15 lakh new PNG connections in
the next two weeks.

26 AT & THHRY el fb 3FTd 3 g0l H 15 A1 A€ PNG SR SIS off I6d 5 |

The oe cial said that instituting last-mile connectivity amidst unfavourable city infrastructure
was a major hurdle.

JfIBRY 7 FeT P last-mile connectivity 3R W63l &/ & AT 9T F19T & |

To speed it up, the Centre issued a gazette notie cation with provisions including timelines
for pipeline approvals.

?ﬂgﬁ%%ﬁéﬁﬁ gazette notification SIRI {31 for e UrsuaTs Wield & THI-HH 04
|

The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas (MoPNG) is targeting 12 crore PNG
connections by 2034.

MOPNG &1 @& 2034 G 12 HAS PNG HAaRI g
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e The Parliamentary Committee asked to help City Gas Distribution (CGD) entities overcome
issues like permissions, land, bidding, and NOC.

Tac 9iifd = ceb entltlesﬁﬂmﬁaﬁaﬂﬁﬁ '1;[&[ et 3R NOC | Heg HRA B

Dol

e Across towns and cities like Maharashtra and Coimbatore, where the GAIL pipeline runs,
the government is pushing local piping infrastructure.
Maharashtra 3R Coimbatore SI& &3 H, 8T GAIL pipeline 8, 98T ®IFIT UI3Y Scdd S/l
EIEEE

e As of December, India’s gas pipeline network spans about 25,000 km, with another 10,500
km under construction.

fEHeR d% URd &1 T Urguars- Heds 25,000 fat g 3R 10,500 faft fmfomdi= 81
e The government is also ensuring that PNG pricing remains competitive with LPG.
WEHR 78 o YA FR @ & b PNG ot BHa LPG & gabraa ufawasii ||
e PNG connections have now crossed 1.5 crore.

PNG aRIM 3(d 1.5 HRIS U HH &1 b ¢ |

e A recent government gazette notie cation mandates that households cannot hold both LPG
and PNG connections.

@W@ gazette notification % AR, TR H T AU LPG AR PNG HaRM Tg! 39 off
I

e As aresult, roughly 6 million households will be required to surrender their LPG connection
and transition fully to PNG within a three-month timeframe.
T URUMTHGRSY AHT 60 AT Uf¥aR) &1 3 7R & HIdR LPG BIS&R PNG 30T 81T
e This will bring total household PNG connections to 2 crore soon.
ST $A PNG H1aRH SIeg ol 2 PRIS g1 olddl|
e Since 2020-21, the CAGR in connections has been about 18%.
2020-21 ¥ PNG $aRM &1 CAGR ~18% BT 7|
e A CAGR of 24% would be needed to reach 12 crore connections by 2034-35.

2034-35 AP 12 BAG PAGRIE P [T 24% CAGR 3M1d2IH g1

What are the challenges?
gforal T 82

e The GAIL pipeline network is currently concentrated in western and northern India, with
some coverage in Kerala and Bengaluru.

1C?{E%IL pipeline network J3Ad: gf3nft e Sw URA A Hfaa g, WWW@?W

I

e The 10,000+ km pipelines under construction cover tier-2 and tier-3 cities in parts of
central and eastern India and some parts of Tamil Nadu and northeast.
gm‘funsﬂq 10,000+ fH} UTgUTE TEn, Yol R, AfaTg SR YAtk & XX dI HaR Bl

I

e However, large regions in central, southern, and northeastern India remain uncovered.
R 1 wremy, gferoft iR qafar yRa & a2 &7 onft ot vaR 1T B

e Further, the alignment of pipelines is more intended for industrial needs than households.
UTRUATE &1 JUANT HwaR e sewal & fo fasan man 8, 7 for e Suai & e

e The government has given CGD licences covering more than 300 geographical areas.
TRBHR A CGD licences & HATLH F 300+ &A1 & HaR o g

e As of now, about 90 areas are still not connected to the main trunk pipeline.

3t oft TTHT 90 & T UTRUATRA ¥ IS Tl 5 |
BGS il: Economy |
NSE to introduce natural

gas derivative contracts 02A.NSE to introduce natural gas derivative
National Stock Exchange of India Ltd (NSE) has contracts

announced a collaboration with Indian Gas NSE Wﬁﬁ; Ty Sfvafeq ?ﬂéﬂ? = BT
Exchange (IGX) to introduce exchange-traded
derivatives based on natural gas traded and

delivered on the IGX platform. This is towards

strengthening India’s domestic natural gas or, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
market with the aim to provide efficient risk ~ YELGTI{THETM]]]
management tools, NSE said, adding it will : 9971932488

launch Indian natural gas derivative contracts {{HEEM 1]
based on IGX’s benchmark Price Index GIXI.
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e National Stock Exchange of India Ltd (NSE) has announced a collaboration with Indian
Gas Exchange (IGX) to introduce exchange-traded derivatives based on natural gas
traded and delivered on the IGX platform.

AR Wid TaHAS (NSE) 7 $f$U A9 TRIE (1GX) & I1Y JguiT & 9ivon ot 8, e
TEd IGX WehIH R ¢ 3R fSehiar &t ST archt wrpfas 1 R smenfyd Taaeo-2as
Sfeafes = fovu st

e This is towards strengthening India’s domestic natural gas market with the aim to provide
efficient risk management tools, NSE said, adding it will launch Indian natural gas derivative
contracts based on IGX’s benchmark Price Index GIXI.

NSE 3 %81 f& SUHT 35T YR & O UTIPTad T JTIR B ATgd ST 3R THT
SNRAW UeE SUBRUT UM AT 7, 1Y &1 T8 IGX P SaHTD UISH SSRT GIXI TR TR

wrpfas 1w SRafea wigae dl= sl

DERIVATIVES

e |tis a financial instrument set between two parties having no value of its own but deriving their
value from an underlying asset. The underlying asset could be stock, bonds, currency,
commodities, interest rates, etc.

e The various derivative instruments include-

o Future contracts: they put an obligation on the party to buy or sell the asset at a
predetermined future date price and quantity. Futures are used for hedging the
price movement of the underlying asset.

o Options contract: options are financial derivatives that give the buyers/ sellers the
right but not the obligation to buy or sell the underlying asset at an agreed-upon
price or date.

o Call option: an option to buy is a call option where the holder has the right but not
the obligation to buy the underlying asset at the decided price

o Put Option: a put option gives the right but not the obligation to sell at the decided
price

o |f the option is exercisable on or before the expiry date it is called an American option and if
it's exercisable only on the expiry date it is called a European option.

e The price at which the option is to be exercised is called the strike price.

e Both futures and options contracts can be settled by delivery of the

SEZ export underlying asset or cash.
units can

sell locally at

lower tax rate

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI 02A.SEZ export units can sell locally at lower tax rate

Amid weakening external SEZ ﬁ'tﬁ?-l‘ m\f Y W a? 'QT Wﬁﬁ W Wﬂ.

demand and constrained
supply routes, the Centre
allowed India’s export-

oriented units in Special e Amid weakening extemal deman(_j a_nd cons_trained supp_ly routes, the
Economic Zones (SEZs) to - Centre allowed India’s export-oriented units in Special Economic Zones

sell products in India at

concessional tax rates. The ~ (SEZS) to sell products in India at concessional tax rates.
T o dnrses AR aTeN) | 3R WA Smyfef amif & oitw, Fx PR 7 SEZ B Frafa-
Krishan Arora, Parner FoIg gepTg ] bl HIRd H FraTaet 3 G R IeTe S bl St <l

and Leader of Indirect Tax

and India Investment Advi- e The move follows an announcement in the Budget 2026.
sory, Grant Thornton Bha-

rat said, “This policy ’Clg W dvic 2026 ﬁ ﬁ Tl'ic m % W SOl T %'

;‘;ﬂ;iiiggagg*?f;f;’;:;g e Krishan Arora, Partner and Leader of Indirect Tax and India Investment

éiu{;doesmt lie id_leasﬂlf- Advisory, Grant Thornton Bharat said, “This policy change guarantees our
I L . . . . . .
dul challenges of rengin. ~ CUttiNG edge SEZ infrastructure does not lie idle as Indian exporters navigate

ternational tariff barriers,  the dual challenges of rising international tariff barriers, geopolitical

eopolitical uncertainties . . . . . .
And supply chain disrup.  UNCertainties and supply chain disruptions in the face of the war, blocking much
tions in the face of the war,
blocking much of the trade
routes.”

“At the same time, dom- =
ignninnaelsdddress - 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

exploiting available capaci- H -7 H ici i
ty of SEZ and shall have re. mail Id : info@patrioticias.in

duced reliance on imports, ontact Number : 9971932488

AL ebsite - patrioticias.in
layed and expensive owing

to the war.”
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of the trade routes.”

i Yi-fed HIRd & FWT 3RIST A Hgl, “gg I uRad= GAfEa a1 § fF URd &1 394 SEZ
$WReER FAifSsy 1 38, Sefe Malas siawersia eRw, Y reifae sifAfiaar ok awrs
AT FTUTSHT HT AT R W B 1
“ At the same time, domestic industry benefits by exploiting available capacity of SEZ and
shall have reduced reliance on imports, which are getting both delayed and expensive owing
to the war.”

3I6 FeT, 1Y B, IR ITNT SEZ BI IUAKI &1 BT IUTNT B AT SHT 3R Smard
R e w0 ghft, S g & FRU AE R facifaa s R e

RN 000 02A. Centre extends RoDTEP scheme by six

Centre extends RODTEP months

scheme by six months %% A RODTEP TIoHl &I 98 HeH & forg Jemar
The Directorate of Foreign Trade extended the

Remission of Duties and Taxes on Exported e The Directorate of Foreign Trade extended the

Products (RoDTEP) scheme till September 30 for
the benefit of exporters. In a notification, the

Remission of Duties and Taxes on Exported Products

DGFT said terms, rates and value caps applicable (RODTEP) scheme till September 30 for the benefit of
as on March 31, 2026 will continue till September exporters.

end for all eligible exporters. The government
had cut the rates for the scheme last month and ﬁ%m AR Wﬁa‘\’ﬂm (DG FT) ﬁ' RoDTEP !ﬁ\_"':" a’ﬁ 30
restored them on March 23 for a week. Now, the  fdq@¥ dF da] ﬁ'q[, aife fFrratas) &) ary B9 9% |

scheme is extended for six months.

¢ In a notification, the DGFT said terms, rates and value
caps applicable as on March 31, 2026 will continue till September end for all eligible
exporters.
U AGET & DGFT A %8l {& 31 ATd 2026 I& AN A, g3 MR ge War vt um Haiaant
& feorg Ryder sia o wIkt B
The government had cut the rates for the scheme last month and restored them on March 23
for a week.
WHR A U HEH 9 Ao Bt &3 geTs oY 3R 23 AT P Toh "wTg & e 9g1a fhar ol
Now, the scheme is extended for six months.

319 39 GIoiT &1 B8 He & o e far @

GS Paper 11: S&T,
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Commercial LPG, jet fuel rates hiked amid war

Major metro cities hit with a price hike of more than 10% for commercial cylinders; price of aviation turbine fuel more than doubled for international travel, prompting IndiGo

to add a fuel surcharge of ¥10,000 on long-haul routes; however ATF rates for scheduled domestic carriers were hiked by less than 9%; there is no change for household LPG

Saptaparno Ghosh
Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

tate-run oil market-
s ing firms hiked the

price of commercial
liquefied petroleum gas
(LPG) cylinders by more
than 10% in major metro
cities on Wednesday, while
the price of aviation tur-
bine fuel (ATF) was more
than doubled for interna-
tional air travel and char-
tered flights.

On the other hand, tra-
vellers flying within the
country faced a smaller
ATF rate increase of
around 9%.

The Centre defended
the hikes, noting that its oil
marketing companies
(OMCs) are bearing the
brunt of the spike in global
oil prices, absorbing losses
of ¥380 per cylinder on

average.

There has been a 44%
spike in benchmark Saudi
Contract prices between

March and April, as 20% to
30% of global LPG is
stranded in the Strait of
Hormuz amid the ongoing
U.S.-Iran war in West Asia.

The Indian Oil Corpora-
tion set the new price of a
19 kg commercial cylinder
in Delhi at ¥2,078.5, a hike
of 195.5 from the 1,883
price set on March 7.

Similarly, Mumbai woke
up to a 3196 hike on each
commercial cylinder,
while a ¥203 price increase
was seen in Chennai, and
%218 hike in Kolkata. The
effect of the hike is expect-
ed to be felt across the
country. There has been
no change to the prices of
LPG cylinders meant for
household use.

For domestic flights, the
price of ATF in Delhi was
increased by about 8.6% to
31,04,927 per kilolitre (K1),
with a similar 8.6% in
Mumbai.

For international flights
by Indian airlines as well as
chartered flights, the price

Fuels on fire
According to the government, the LPG hike has been necessitated
by 2 44% spike in benchmark Saudi Contract prices as 20-30% of
global LPG remain stranded in the conflict-hit Strait of Hormuz

[SUEIEEIl Aviation fuel S Under-recoveries of oil
I prices more J merketing companies

than doubled

!195-218 for international

flights; up
8.6%or (i

domestic

ylinder

of ATF was more than dou-
bled to a record 32.07 lakh
per kilolitre.

Aviation major IndiGo,
which currently holds two-
thirds of the domestic avia-
tion market, responded by
hiking its fuel surcharge up
to 3950 for domestic flights
and 10,000 for interna-
tional flights.

“Partial increase’
The Ministry of Petroleum

projected to cross
340,484 crore
by May-end

and Natural Gas defended
the hike in ATF prices, say-
ing that it has passed on
only a partial increase to
the airlines, while its OMCs
absorb the majority of the
losses as global crude rates
surge due to the U.S.-Israeli
war against Iran.

“In order to insulate the
domestic travel costs from
the substantial increase in
international prices, PSU
0il Marketing Companies

Tehran denies
Trump’s claim of
seeking ceasefire

CHENNAI

U.S. President Donald Trump
said on Wednesday that Iran
asked for a ceasefire and he
would consider it once the
Strait of Hormuz is open. Iran
said it has not made any such
proposal and will continue the
war “until the aggressor is
punished and compensation is
paid” » PAGE 14

of the Ministry of Petro-
leum, in consultation with
Ministry of Civil Aviation,
have passed only a partial
and staggered increase of
25% (only 15/litre) to the
airlines,” the Ministry said
in a post on social media.
In other words, the go-
vernment says it has
passed on only a quarter of
the actual impact if ATF
prices were aligned with
current international rates.

02A. Commercial LPG, jet fuel rates hiked amid war

ARG TAUTS, Se 3¢ & 6 g5 & a9 gfex

The Ministry noted that
OMCs are bearing an aver-
age loss 0f 3380 on the sale
of every LPG cylinder, gi-
ven current rates. “Cumu-
lative losses by end-May
will reach approximately
340,484 crore,” the Minis-
try said in a social media
post. There has been a 44%
spike in benchmark Saudi
Contract prices between
March and April, as 20% to
30% of global LPG is
stranded in the Strait of
Hormuz.

Public-sector OMCs are
also incurring losses of
about 324.4 for every litre
of petrol and 3104.99 for
every litre of diesel sold, as
of today, the Ministry
added.

‘Staggered increase’

The ATF rate for scheduled
domestic carriers has been
increased by ¥21 per litre,
whilst those for non-sche-
duled and international
airlines are up more than
110 per litre, Ministry joint

secretary Sujata Sharma
told journalists. She clari-
fied that these are retail
prices, not the base prices
of the fuel.

Though the government
referred to a “staggered in-
crease” in ATF rates, Ms.
Sharma could not offer any
clarity on the timing of the
next such hike. “When will
it happen next, I cannot
say now. The government
will take a decision at the
approprlate time,” she
said.

Commercial LPG rates,
on the other hand, are de-
regulated, marke[-deler-
mined, and revised month-
ly. “Their consumption is
less than 10% of the total
LPG consumed in the
country,” the Petroleum
Ministry said, noting that
around 55,622 MT of com-
mercial LPG has been lifted
by States/UTs since March
.

RELATED REPORT
» PAGE 12

e Major metro cities hit with a price hike of more than 10% for commercial cylinders; price of
aviation turbine fuel more than doubled for international travel, prompting IndiGo to add a fuel
surcharge of 10,000 on long-haul routes; however ATF rates for scheduled domestic carriers
were hiked by less than 9%; there is no change for household LPG.

mw@ﬁmﬁﬁmﬁﬁnﬁﬁ 10% & 31t gf g3; vlauze eafs W@
(ATF) ! BT SRRIFRT A1 & e S | 3iffres 81 712, SR IndiGo A ot g8 &) Igl
TR 210,000 BT T FIATS SIST; BTelieh TRl IS b 17T ATF <=1 H 9% & HH gfg §3: el
LPG H @15 Saad gl gafll

e State-run oil marketing firms hiked the price of commercial liquefied petroleum gas (LPG)
cylinders by more than 10% in major metro cities on Wednesday, while the price of aviation
turbine fuel (ATF) was more than doubled for international air travel and chartered flights.

PRI ad fauurE Huf~mt 3 gUaR & v | T sgTaiae vadisi fdssl of
Hd & 10% | S gfS 3, WATF@WW@%W@TH&W%
fore SR & aiftrs R & |

Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATF)

« Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATF) is a specialized liquid fuel used in aircraft powered by
gas turbine engines (jet engines and turboprops).

« It is a refined petroleum product, similar to kerosene but with higher purity and strict
quality standards.

» ATF is essential for modern aviation, enabling high-speed, high-altitude flight.

» ATF mainly consists of hydrocarbons (C8 to C16 range).
* These include paraffins, naphthenes, and aromatics.
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Key Properties
 High Energy Density: ~42-43 MJ/kg, ensuring efficient energy output
» Low Freezing Point: around —40°C to —47°C, prevents freezing at high altitudes

 Low Viscosity: allows smooth flow in fuel systems
* High Flash Point: ~38°C — safer than petrol

Types of ATF

» Jet A: Common in the United States
+ Jet A-1: Most widely used globally (including India)
« Jet B: Used in extremely cold regions (higher volatility)

Working Principle in Jet Engines

Combustion Process

COMPRESSOR INJECTOR COMBUSTION GAS JET EXHAUST
CHAMBER TURBINE NOZZLE

air inlet compressor blades

stator blades

© 1999 Encyclopadia Britannica, Inc.
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Turbojet Thrust Research

Center

Free Stream p

.

—_—>

MNozzle

m = mass flow rate Compressor

V = velocity

Thrust= F = m_V,_ - mV,

[<]

* Air enters the engine and gets compressed.

* ATF is injected and mixed with compressed air.

 The mixture is ignited, producing high-temperature gases.

» Expanding gases exit at high speed — producing thrust (Newton’s Third Law).

Scientific Concepts Involved

» Combustion Reaction: Hydrocarbon + Oxygen — CO: + H20 + Energy
» Thermodynamics: Conversion of chemical energy into mechanical energy
« Fluid Dynamics: High-speed exhaust generates thrust

Storage and Handling
Safety Requirements

» Stored in special tanks with anti-contamination systems
* Requires strict filtration and quality checks

» Additives used to prevent:

* Ice formation

» Static charge buildup

* Corrosion
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Early screen use stunts vital social
growth of children, experts warn

Rnl Mln !!l!r!!!!gg

BENGALUR

e it our phones, tablets or our
laptops — everyday, we interact
with various digital devices

designed to make our lives
em-r Especially since the pandemic,
ven children have been exposed to this
Sectriode world st very wung age.
F,arller parents would desperately
toys to distract crying children,
now me, tamp down tantrums using
YouTube videos.

“Vision is very, very powerful for the
human experience,” said Melissa
Greenberg, a clinical psychologist at
Princeton Psychotherapy Centre in New
Jersey. “So kids get really drawn into the
visual stimulation. And then, throughout
childhood, they just miss opportunities to
interact with the world through their
other senses.”

Paediatricians and psychologists are
increasingly concerned about how
children may miss out on real-world
interactions with people and objects if
they are exposed to screens from an early
age. This could affect their ability to
develop healthy relationships with people
around them as they grow older. And not
just very young children, even older
children’s or adolescents’ lives can bear

it of increased screen and social
medu usage in the form of poorer

lional regulation, detachment from
mlny loss of focus, and a host of other
mental health problems.

Dr. Greenberg also draws her insights
from her personal life, with two children
aged six and eight. Having raised them
through the pandemic, she understands
the perils of isolation and the importance
of interacting with others. Many parents,
including herself, were in a difficult
situation because of the constant social
distancing, so they may have handed
tablets to children without thinking too
deeply about i, she said.

“We are not in the pandemic anymore,
but I think parents find themselves in
these positions where they’re exhausted
or they are also dependent on screens,”
she explained. “And they need their kid to
be entertained for a few minutes, and
they just hand them something.”

But unknowingly, they may end up
opening their children’s eyes to a whole
other online world - without a clear
picture of everything they might get
access toand how it will shape i

Grow up to feel uncomfortable

To build some safeguards after the
pandemic, the American Academy of
Paediatrics recommended that children
below the age of two should have very
limited screen time, unless it is for video
calls. This is primarily because those early
years are when children are still
developing their senses. Overwhelming
them with visual stimuli — even if
unintentionally — can skew their sense of
the world and affect their interactions
with others. Hunching over phones can
alsoaffect children's posture.

“If you're looking at a screen, you are
not doing all of the other things that
babies should be doing, like] crawling,
touching, exploring the world around
them,” Dr. Greenberg said. “So I don't
know that the screen tselfis the problem;
itis the opportunity cost of babies
exploring their ~ thatis

Paediatricians and psychologists are increasingly concerned about how children may miss out on real-world interactions with

Unhealthy expasure: Children, even adolescents,

the brunt of e

detachment from reality, and a host of other mental health problems. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

such as hallucinations, feelings of
aggression towards other people,
diminished self-worth, and even suicidal
thoughts as they grow older. The data,
based on selfreported assessments from
several thousands of people worldwide,
suggest that for each year younger than 13
that children get their phones, the more
their mental health issues increase as they
enter adulthood.

An extreme case of phone addiction
transpired recently in Ghaziabad in Uttar
Pradesh. Three minor sisters aged 12 t0 16
years had dropped out of school in 2020
and were addicted to social media,
cartoons, and TV shows on their parents’
phones. When their parents restrict
their phone use and threatened to get
them married, the sisters killed
themselves by jumping off their balcony
iin the early hours of February 4. In the
note they left behind, the giris described
how banning them from the online shows
made them feel lonely. This is not an
solated incident: multiple instances of
teens klling themselves when old 0 stay
away from phones larming

T cial exj language,
and other non-verbal cues may
either be warped or absent

alte T in ital exe

which can affect children’s
abilities to form lasting
inter-personal relationships

Dr. Thiagarajan said growing up in a
world dominated by online interactions
prevents children from learning these
social skills and interferes with their
ability to develop a good intuition of other
people’s personalities.

Although engaging in video calls with
other people is better than watching
videos, one can end up missing larger
environmental cues, per Dr. Greenberg.
Some subtle cues can slide through
unnoticed on a video call, like noticing
someone’s nervousness by how they are
tapping their feet.

Aspectslike the tone of voice, facial
body language, and other

rise in digital addiction,

One reason for such drastic
consequences could be that children are
being brought up by technology instead
of human beings, Tara Thiagarajan, who
led the research correlating age of phone
access to mental health issues and is the
founder of Sapien Labs, a non-profit
organisation studying how the human
mind is changing over time across the
world, said.

Take the case of a child at a table with
their family in a restaurant. This situation
has opportunities for simple social

Inapi the. chi]d

how lhe) learn about the world around
them.

Some children experience the

might have been reaching for things,
trying things, and saying things to othe

digital screen e el a5 they get a

Su(‘h mlm‘aflwn: lea&h children how

bit older, enter become
s. With more time online, some
children grow up to feel

‘s body language
from a young age and ho\\ to conduct
themselves in , including

non-verbal cues may either be warped or
absent altogether in digital exchanges,
which can ffect chidrens

ities m

of po regulation,

problems feed into each other like a
vicious cycle,” according to Dr. Noetel.
“Kids who spend more time on screens
are more likely to develop anxiety,
depression, aggression, and attention
problems. But it works the other way
too: children who are already struggling
emotionally turn to screens to cope.”
Because anxious children tend to use
their phone more, Dr. Greenberg said that

social media exposure could exacerbate
existing conditions. “Anecdotally
speaking, everyone I work with feels
better when they spend less time on their
devices,” she said.

To prevent children from getting
addicted, parents should ensure that their
children use phones for a limited time,
based on what is recommended for their

age group, according to Dr. Noets

“Children who stayed within x\ndehnes
showed almost no increased risk.
Guidelines recommend under an hour for

preschoolers, under two hours for older
hds he said. “Problems appeared when
children regularly exceeded these limits.”

_Evenif parents limit screen use, Dr.

e becoming adept a technology,
but you can no longer manage in a human
world;” said Dr. Thiagarajan, of children
growing up in a society undergoing rapid
“technologisation”.

“When most of what goes on in your
mind i from th sreen, youve s 02

id that the question of
whether children should have access to
phones at night, or when they are alone
iin their rooms, should also be addressed.
“When a child is doing something
privately on a device unsupervised, no
matter how many parental controls you
m:ghl set, they may access things that are
 she said. “Because

large degree, your
physical environment around you. Tha( s
what creates these feelings of detachment
from reality, and also the hallucinations.”

“It’s not just about your children’

In another meta-analysis of 117 previously
published studies, Michael Noetel at the
University of Queensland and his
colleagues reported similar findings: that
increased screen time leads to more

with in-person interactions as well. One
recent study in the Journal of the
American Medical Association on U.S.
youth reported that teenagers spend an
‘average of about 8.5 hours a day on
screen-based entertainment.

“You go into a cafeteria in a school... 15
years ago it would have been chaotic and
loud and everyone’s playing and moving
around. Now you walk in and everyone’s
like this,” she said, mimicking being
hunched over a phone. “They're all
quiet”

Just like with toddlers, this could also
lead to missed opportunities of
meaningful social interactions with peers
ata young age. Being unable to develop
proper social skills could strain
relationships with friends and family, with
lifelong repercussions for mental health.

Drastic consequences

At times, the mental health issues can
take a darker turn. Some children have
unfettered access to phones even before
they are eight years old, which, according
to recent research, could lead to issues

getting themselves heard, holding
conversations, and managing conflicts.

problems in children.
Tracking nearly three lakh children over
time, they found “screens and emotional

BERGERGES

ALEPHOTO

ot way thas the sigirkfins work. you
really never know what m:ghl popup
next on your children’s feed.

Dr. Thiagarajan explained how the
intemet should have more water-tight
gateways that prevent children from
accessing dangerous content, whlch could
include porn sites or violent videos

Dr. Greenberg also emphasised how
each child is different: some may be able
to give up their screen time readily but
some may be more drawn to the digital
world, and thus could find it more
difficult to limit their online activities. Her
own children are like that, she admitted,
and they are most likely in the majority.
“If you have a kid who has a harder time
putting it away, that doesn't mean you
should just let them continue to have it,”
she said. “It means you really need to
work with them to figure out how to
manage the impulses so that they develop
good habits around putting it away.”

Dr. Greenberg also pointed out that
parents should be careful about their own
screen use around their children: “They
should be aware that their kids are always
watching an ing from them and
observing their habits, and that that's a
really important factor in how you're
managing screens with your kids,” she
said. “It’s not just about your kids; it also
about

(Rohini Subrahmanyam is a freelance
journalist in Bengaluru.
‘roh.subb@gmail.com)

Those in distress can dial Tele Manas
helpline 100-89-14416 for support.

02A. Early screen use stunts
vital social growth of children,
experts warn

faxiug ddra-t 34 g fF URfY®
ThIF IUANT gl b Agdqol
AT faeT B TIftrd Hda1 8

e  “Sokids get really drawn into the
visual stimulation. And then, throughout
childhood, they just miss opportunities to
interact with the world through their other
senses.”

T TG AT B 3R DN 8 o1 &
IR Fau= A 3 3=y st & mremm ¥ gl
IS b AqR T A g 1"

e Paediatricians and psychologists
are increasingly concerned about how
children may miss out on real-world
interactions with people and objects if
they are exposed to screens from an
early age.
1 37 FaRIv SR Ao 9 a1d B!
o fifad § fos afe o= sl pu 3w A
TPIF & WU H 3@ T Al  Frfad
v  wiud & dRid <8 B B

e Overwhelming them with visual

stimuli can skew their sense of the world
and affect their interactions with others.

ARNF TG I 3% P qH
3R g¥RY | ST B gTfad B Gabell g |

e “If you're looking at a screen, you
are not doing things babies should be
doing like crawling touching, exploring
the world,” Dr. Greenberg said.

e ST T 3 38 8, 31 & Hre Y
FR TG & O T Bl A FIMT Sy T,
BT, @IS BT, I Fal

e “Itis the opportunity cost of
babies exploring their environments — that
is how they learn.”

g S| P ATATARUT Bl Wi & AT BI
BT — SR S R I WA 1"

e Some children experience
consequences later as they enter
adolescence.

PO T d1 | fpmRawT 8 59 uya

With more time online, some children feel uncomfortable with in-person interactions.

3ifire T 3ffag fNdM | 3o 7= JrH- aradid 3 38 8l ofd B

A study reported teenagers spend about 8.5 hours a day on screen-based entertainment.
TH LT & IOR fHR 8.5 ¥ ufafew @i smenfya a=iRe | fard g

You go into a cafeteria in a school... 15 years ago it would have been chaotic and loud
and everyone’s playing and moving around. Now you walk in and everyone’s like this,
she said, mimicking being hunched over a phone. They’re all quiet.

3T TH Tl P HHCRATH &4 &.... 15 AT Ugd I8 Jgd R SR gadd HRT gl T 3R
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Aspects like the tone of voice, facial expressions, body language, and other non-verbal
cues may either be warped or absent altogether in digital exchanges, which can affect
children’s abilities to form lasting inter-personal relationships.

TS & R, A6¥ b UG, ARG U 3R 30 R-ARG® Yobd oY Ug] f$fred srahia & ar
@ fagd 81 od & 1 Ot R T 81 I €, o sl ! Rkl URTRe TaY S Bt &
JUIfad 81 ¥ 5|

“Kids who spend more time on screens are more likely to develop anxiety, depression,
aggression, and attention problems.”

N T YD I Th 19 R fod1d &, I8 fidr, 3a9re, ST 3R & Bt GH=d
iR 1 B YU1ET 3% gt 217
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Qdenga: a step forward against dengue,

but not a silver bullet

Indiass first dengue vaccine offers hope at reducing severe disease even as evolving viral patterns warrant cautious optimism; the vaccine is best

understood as one that modifies the disease rather than blocks transmission, meaning outbreaks will not disappear

Vip tha

ndia’s long wait for a dengue

vaccine may finally be coming to an

end. Takeda's tetravalent dengue

vaccine, TAK-003 (called ‘Qdenga’),
recently received clearance from the
Subject Expert Committee (SEC) under
the Drugs Controller General of India
(DCGI) for use among individuals aged 4
to 60 years. This marks a significant
milestone in the country’s fight against a
disease that causes millions of infections
and thousands of hospitalisations every
year, especially among children.

While India has not experienced a
large nationwide dengue surge in the past
year, the disease remains endemic, with
substantial transmission and a long-term
rising trend. For decades, dengue control
in India relied almost entirely on vector
control measures such as eliminating
mosquito breeding sites, insecticide use,
and public awareness campaigns. While
essential, these strategies have had
limited success in preventing recurring
outbreaks. The arrival of a vaccine,
therefore, represents a shift from a
reactive to a more preventive approach.

TAK-003 comes with several
advantages. It has been evaluated in large
global trials involving more than 28,000
participants and has already been
approved in more than 40 countries.
Importantly, unlike an earlier dengue
vaccine, it does not require
pre-vaccination screening to determine
prior dengue infection, making it simpler
to use in real-world settings. The vaccine
has also demonstrated good safety and,
crucially, strong protection against severe
dengue and hospitalisation — both
outcomes that matter the most in clinical
practice.

In a country like India, where
healthcare systems are often stretched
during dengue seasons, even a modest
reduction in the number of severe cases
could have a substantial impact. Fewer
hospital admissions, reduced intensive

care burden, and lower mortality in
children and adolescents would all
represent meaningful gains.

Challenges and limitations

However, it is equally important to
recognise what this vaccine can and
cannot achieve. Dengue is caused by four
closely related but distinct viruses, known
as serotypes (DENV-1 to DENV-4).
Immunity to one serotype does not
guarantee protection against the others,
and in some cases, can even predispose
an individual to more severe disease upon
subsequent infection. This makes
developing a vaccine for dengue uniquely
challenging: an effective vaccine must
provide balanced protection against all
four serotypes.

Herein lies a key limitation of TAK-003.
While it performs very well against the
DENV-2 serotype, since it was developed
on the DENV-2 backbone, and reasonably
well against DENV-, its effectiveness
against DENV-3 and DENV-4 appears to be
lower — particularly in individuals who
have not previously been infected with
dengue.

This is not merely a theoretical
concern. India’s dengue epidemiology is
evolving, with increasing reports of
DENV-3 becoming more prominent in
several regions.

Recent data from India also show that
all four dengue serotypes continue to
co-circulate, with DENV-2 still
predominant in many regions but DENV-3
contributing a substantial and increasing
proportion of cases.

For instance, surveillance from North
and Western India has reported DENV-2
accounting for around 48-66% of cases,
followed by DENV-3 at around 20-30%,
with DENV-1 and DENV-4 contributing
smaller shares.

If this trend continues, the overall
effectiveness of the vaccine at a
population level may be lower than
expected. In simple terms, while
vaccinated individuals are still likely to be

protected from severe disease, they may
continue to experience dengue infections,
especially during outbreaks dominated by
DENV-3.

This distinction is crucial. TAK-003 is
best understood as a vaccine that
modifies the disease rather than as one
that blocks transmission. In other words,
it is likely to reduce the severity of illness
rather than prevent infection altogether.
As a result, dengue outbreaks will not
disappear and public health measures
such as vector control will remain
indispensable.

Another important consideration is
cost and access. Dengue vaccines are
expected to be relatively expensive, and
TAK-003 requires two doses administered
three months apart. The expected price
of TAK-003 in India is likely ¥3,000-6,000
per dose and ¥6,000-12,000 for the full
course. While public programmes may
offer the shots at lower prices, questions
about affordability and compliance —
particularly among lower-income and
rural populations — remain unanswered.
At least in the initial years, uptake is likely
to be limited to the private sector or
targeted programmes in areas with a high
burden of dengue.

The SEC has appropriately mandated
post-marketing safety and effectiveness
studies in the Indian population. These
will be critical to understand how the
vaccine performs in real-world
conditions, across different regions and
serotype patterns.

Looking ahead, TAK-003 may be only
the first step in India’s dengue vaccine
journey. A second generation of vaccines,
based on a different scientific approach
developed by the U.S. National Institutes
of Health (NIH), is currently under
evaluation.

Indian pipeline

India’s dengue vaccine pipeline is
advancing, with an indigenous candidate
called ‘DengiAll’, developed by Panacea
Biotec in collaboration with the Indian

Council of Medical Research, currently
undergoing large phase III clinical trials.

A similar vaccine has already been
approved in Brazil and it has shown
strong protection against severe dengue.
If the Indian candidate is also successful,
it could be available around 2027. These
vaccines aim to provide more balanced
protection across all four serotypes and
may offer the additional advantage of a
single-dose regimen.

Early data from similar vaccines tested
elsewhere are also promising, particularly
in terms of protecting against severe
dengue and broader serotype coverage. If
these findings are confirmed in Indian
trials, such vaccines could be better
suited for large-scale public health
deployment.

For policymakers, the challenge will be
to balance urgency with prudence. There
is a clear and immediate need to reduce
the burden of severe dengue and TAK-003
is a valuable tool with which to achieve
this. At the same time, the long-term
strategy must remain flexible, allowing for
the country to adopt better vaccines as
the evidence evolves.

For clinicians, clear communication
will be essential. Their own and their
patients’ expectations need to be realistic:
the vaccine is not a cure-all but it is a
meaningful step forward. Even if it does
not eliminate dengue, it can save lives and
reduce complications.

Ultimately, the introduction of a
dengue vaccine in India should be seen
not as the culmination of efforts but as the
beginning of a new phase. Success will
depend not only on the vaccine itself but
also on how well it is integrated with
surveillance, vector control, and future
innovations.

In public health, progress often comes
incrementally. TAK-003 may not be the
final answer to dengue in India but it is
undoubtedly an important start.

(Vipin M. Vashishtha is director and
paediatrician, Mangla Hospital and
Research Centre, Bijnor)

02A. Qdenga: a step forward against dengue, but not a silver bullet

Qgenda: ST & fAATE TH FHeH M, AfPT HIg AIgs THTY g1

Dengue Vaccine in India (TAK-003 / Qdenga)
YRa # 37 dRAH (TAK-003 / Qdenga)

¢ India’s long wait for a dengue vaccine may finally be coming to an end.
YRA BT S P11 SR 3fd FAI BT 3R B

o Takeda’s tetravalent dengue vaccine (TAK-003 / Qdenga) recently received clearance
from the Subject Expert Committee (SEC) under the Drugs Controller General of India
(DCGI) for individuals aged 4 to 60 years.
Takeda @I tetravalent dengue vaccine (TAK-003 / Qdenga) P SEC (DCGI) T 4960y
311 ol & forg Tt et B

e This marks a significant milestone in the fight against dengue, which causes millions of
infections and thousands of hospitalisations every year, especially among children.
g ST RGaTs TS § TP AUl Juaisy 8, Sff 8x AT ATal WepHuT 3R gl

[ ST o
Yoff BT HRUI AT B |

e While India has not seen a large nationwide surge recently, dengue remains endemic with a
long-term rising trend.

BT BTel H ST U1y =T8T g3fT, AT S HRA H endemic ST g3 3R Sgdl gy famr
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For decades, dengue control relied on vector control measures such as eliminating
mosquito breeding sites, insecticides, and awareness campaigns.

DT J AT vector control (SR TN, FleA=IG 3R SRl TR TR &7 8|

These strategies have had limited success in preventing recurring outbreaks.

=9 3Tl B T W I 7

The arrival of a vaccine represents a shift from a reactive to a more preventive approach.
QA BT 3T reactive A preventive approach &1 3R §gad g

TAK-003 has been evaluated in trials involving more than 28,000 participants and approved
in 40+ countries.

3 IR BT URTeI0T 28,000+ ART TR 31T 3R 3 40+ =M H HoRt freft §1

Unlike earlier vaccines, it does not require pre-vaccination screening, making it easier to
use.

ug@raﬁ IR %ﬁuﬂﬁsﬂﬁ pre-vaccination screening BT Wﬁ%l

It shows good safety and strong protection against severe dengue and hospitalisation.
g severe dengue 3R hospitalisation @fqﬁaﬁ?&ﬂaﬂ%l

Even a modest reduction in severe cases can reduce hospital burden, ICU pressure, and
mortality.

TR Aal § S ¥ ST HIR, ICU 3919 3R Jog &% HH 81 Il ¢ |

Challenges and limitations

gAIferar 3R e

Dengue is caused by four serotypes: DENV-1, DENV-2, DENV-3, DENV-4.

ST IR UHR & aRRY I 8l 8: DENV-1, DENV-2, DENV-3, DENV-4 |

Immunity to one serotype does not guarantee protection against others.

TP UHR I UfaRET 30 THRY J JReq Tt it

In some cases, it can increase the risk of severe disease upon reinfection.

F3 AW H A YA R TR st &1 R’y 9 T g1

An effective vaccine must provide balanced protection against all four serotypes.
TH JUIE IR & IR ypRI & famw wgfera gram <t anfeu)

TAK-003 performs very well against DENV-2 and reasonably well against DENV-1.
TAK-003 DENV-2 & @I 9gd THIA 3R DENV-1 & dTd 3T ¢ |

However, its effectiveness against DENV-3 and DENV-4 is lower, especially in those not
previously infected.

W DENV-3 3R DENV-4 & RadTs 58! GHIGRiIddr &1 8, W -1 gd IshHur aral

SIET

India’s dengue epidemiology is evolving, with increasing prominence of DENV-3.

YR H ST & WEY gad 38T § AR DENV-3 §¢ T 5|

All four serotypes continue to co-circulate in India.

YRd ¥ IRI JHR TS A1 co-circulate R G g

DENV-2 remains dominant, but DENV-3 is contributing a growing share.

DENV-2 W@ &, Afd- DENV-3 %1 GG 53 8T8 |

Data shows DENV-2: 48-66%, DENV-3: 20-30%, with DENV-1 and DENV-4 contributing

smaller shares.

%ET ; 3[R DENV-2: 48-66%, DENV-3: 20—-30%, SI&fds DENV-1 3% DENV-4 &H IRTGH
I

If this trend continues, overall vaccine effectiveness at population level may be lower.

IS g8 Uil oY X8 dl dRiH &t e gTaRiedr H4 8 abat g

Vaccinated individuals may still get dengue infections, especially during DENV-3 dominated
outbreaks.

AHTHRU & a1 +ff DENV-3 UHIT H TUhAUI §) Whell &, gretiias TRar &8 g |

Nature, Cost and Future of Dengue Vaccine (TAK-003)

3T AR (TAK-003) BT WY, ARTG 3R

This distinction is crucial.

TE SR HEequi |
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TAK-003 is best understood as a vaccine that modie es the disease rather than as one that
blocks transmission.

TAK-003 &I §1UR} & S8 1R I arer dRi wogT fe, A o Yehur - ara

It is likely to reduce the severity of illness rather than prevent infection altogether.

g S ot TRar 9 B, 9 & dhHor g @’ Ao

As a result, dengue outbreaks will not disappear and vector control measures will remain
indispensable.

W%H@’lww:lﬁﬁﬁ 3R vector control G{IHWQ%THI

Another important consideration is cost and access.

T Hg@yUl Uge ARTd 3R Ugd 3|

TAK-003 requires two doses administered three months apart.

TAK-003 % 2 SIS BId &, S 3 A& & SiaRTdl TR U ol B

The expected price is ¥3,000-6,000 per dose and ¥6,000-12,000 total.

HIAd 23,000-6,000 Hf SIS 3R Fd 6,000-12,000 B! THcl! g |

Affordability and compliance remain concerns, especially for low-income and rural
populations.

TR 3R Teior TaTdt & e AT SiR SuTe AT o B |

Initially, uptake may be limited to the private sector or targeted programmes in high-burden
areas.

ﬂ?ﬂﬁﬁmﬂ private sector IT T & T gt 7§ AHhaT g

The SEC has mandated post-marketing safety and effectiveness studies in India.
SECH post-marketing studies &ﬁﬁﬁﬁ*‘l%l

These studies will assess real-world performance across reg|ons and serotype patterns.

T 3eqg faftrer & 3R serotype patterns T e I Helihd

Looking ahead, TAK-003 may be only the first step.

TAK-003 %adl Ugal HEH gl Il g

A second-generation vaccine based on a different approach by the U.S. National Institutes
of Health (NIH) is under evaluation.

NIH (USA) gRT fasRid =18 il +ff vieord B

Indian pipeline

AR urgUTST

India’s indigenous vaccine ‘DengiAll’, developed by Panacea Biotec with ICMR, is in phase
Il trials.

YR B! WM diH ‘DengiAll’ (Panacea Biotec + ICMR) phase Ill trials ﬁ%l

A similar vaccine has been approved in Brazil and shows strong protection against severe
dengue.

=t RE B! IR Brazil ¥ AR 8 3R TR ST & [Ren ft 81

If successful, the Indian vaccine may be available by 2027.

I A I8!l T8 dRIH 2027 TH Iuds g1 Jabvall |

These vaccines aim to provide balanced protection across all four serotypes.
1T A8 AR serotypes P fRATH Tgfera JRam <1 3|

They may also offer a single-dose regimen advantage.

394 single-dose &1 @H H 8 ThaT g1

Early data shows promise in severe dengue protection and broader coverage.

RIS SeT TR ST A FR&M 3R TS FHavel feard |

If confirmed, these vaccines may be better suited for large-scale public health deployment.

¢ gff g8 ) 3 98 TR IR SUANT & fog S8R il

For policymakers, the challenge is to balance urgency and prudence.

Hfatatareft & forg g aepTerar 3R ATauUT=it & 9 Aga |

There is an urgent need to reduce severe dengue burden, and TAK-003 is a useful tool.
TR ST T S HH HAT SRR § 3R TAK-003 Th IUTNT A1 g |

At the same time, long-term strategy must remain flexible.

deprieres UM eritelt 381 =R Ul
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For clinicians, clear communication and realistic expectations are essential.
fafercre! & forg wuw HaTg SR Furfard! samt e &

The vaccine is not a cure-all but a meaningful step forward.

Tg i quf Jarer= g, Afe eyl wifa 31

It can save lives and reduce complications even if it does not eliminate dengue.

Ig Sfia= a1 Tl § SR Sfeadd HH B Adhel ¢

The introduction of the dengue vaccine marks the beginning of a new phase, not the end.
ST IR T YB3 T T8 YT 3, 3 T |

Success will depend on integration with surveillance, vector control, and innovation.
T aal FRT, TeR T SR e & 9a9ag R Rk st

Progress in public health is often incremental.

SFRarRT | AT SRR i Bid 6|

TAK-003 is not the final answer but an important start.

TAK-003 3ifad TaTe T, Aft U Hgayul Yema 7|

02A. NASA begins fuelling rocket for first
lunar trip in 50 years

NASA = 50 991 § Ugdll dg I & forg
be H Y WRAT IR fbar

e NASA began fuelling its moon rocket on
Wednesday for humanity’s first lunar trip in more than
half a century, aiming for an evening lift-off with four
astronauts.

NASA - §HAR B! 30 U5 e B 34U HRAT I[E
o, S 50 auf ¥ oiftfes w9 & gl AI9G 9% a1 &
fou B, foraw aR srafver arht = & yago |

NASA begins fuelling rocket

for first lunar trip in 50 years
st

NASA began fuelling its
moon rocket on Wednes-
day for humanity’s first lu-
nar trip in more than half a
century, aiming for an
evening lift-off with four
astronauts.

Tensions were high as
hydrogen fuel started flow-
ing into the rocket hours
ahead of the planned
launch. Dangerous hydro-

. T e
People set cameras to photograph NASA’s Artemis I/ lunar flyby
mission ahead of its launch at the Kennedy Space Center. REUTERS

gen leaks erupted during a
countdown test earlier this
year, forcing a lengthy
flight delay.

The launch team needs
to load more than 2.6 mil-
lion litres into the 32-story
Space Launch System rock-
et on the pad before the Ar-
temis II crew can board.

“It is time to fly,” com-

mander Reid Wiseman
said on the eve of launch
via X. Favourable weather
was forecast.

Three Americans and
one Canadian will fly
around the moon without
stopping or even orbiting —
then head straight back for
a Pacific splashdown. They

will set a new distance re-
cord for the farthest hu-
mans have travelled from
Earth as they zoom some
6,400 km beyond the
moon and then hang a
U-turn.

Astronauts last flew to
the moon during Apollo 17
in1972.

e Tensions were high as hydrogen fuel started
flowing into the rocket hours ahead of the planned

launch.

FYiRa gaTur ¥ $© ¢ Ugd gTgSIe SUH WRA &
R a9 &1 38|

Dangerous hydrogen leaks erupted during a
countdown test earlier this year, forcing a lengthy flight

delay.

U Y TS BIICSISH URIEUI & SR TR gTgSIo- f¥ara gan o, o del 38 g3 |
The launch team needs to load more than 2.6 million litres into the 32-story Space Launch
System rocket on the pad before the Artemis Il crew can board.

Al S BT Artemis || TR 9 gga 32-wforar Space Launch System e # 2.6 Al
Wex A 3w ST WRAT R

“It is time to fly,” commander Reid Wiseman said on the eve of launch via X.

A ¥ Ugd ISR S arsHAT A H8l, “3d IS BT IHI 8 I”

Favourable weather was forecast.

MY 3IPHd I8 BT STAF g

Three Americans and one Canadian will fly around the moon without stopping or even orbiting
— then head straight back for a Pacific splashdown.

A SRR SR TP HTSTS SidRel IRl fomT Tob a1 UiehHI fbT F5T & a1RY 3R ST
W R TR Y w1 HETIR | I |

They will set a new distance record for the farthest humans have travelled from Earth as they
zoom some 6,400 km beyond the moon and then hang a U-turn.

d gl 9§ GEY gR O &1 1491 TS -1, Fifcs § Ion ¥ @ 6,400 faret 3t smav
Y e
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e Astronauts last flew to the moon during Apollo 17 in 1972.
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Rare whales in the way of Trump’s oil drilling plan
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Rare whales
in the way of
Trump’s oil
drilling plan

ne of the world’s rarest whales
0 lives in the Gulf of Mexico, where

the Trump administration wants
to expand oil and gas drilling that
scientists fear could push the giant
mamimal to extinction.

Endangered Rice’s whales live their
entire lives in the gulf, where they are
vulnerable to vessel strikes, noise
pollution, oil spills, and climate change -
all of which could increase with more
drilling. Other animals, including
threatened manatees and endangered sea
turtles, also could be put at risk.

As the Iran war pushes energy prices
sharply higher, U.S. Defence Secretary
Pete Hegseth invoked national security in
seeking an exemption from endangered

The Trump administration in the

US. is pushing to expand oil
drilling in an area where the Rice’s

whales spend their entire lives

species laws, which make it illegal to
harm or kill species on a protected list.
The seldom-used Endangered Species
Committee granted that request on
Tuesday.

Rice’s whale is the only whale species
that lives year-round in the Gulf of
Mexico, where there are fewer than 100
left, per scientists.

Recognised as a distinct species in
2021, Rice’s whale is usually found in a
narrow area in the northeastern part of
the water body.

They dive to the gulf floor for fatty fish,
mainly silver-rag driftfish, during the day,
then rest close to the surface at night.
These dives are strenuous and their
specific kind of food might also be
affected by more drilling and other
changes. Which means they are “quite
living on the edge,” Jeremy Kiszka, a
biological sciences professor at Florida
International University, said.

The whales are also susceptible to
pollution, with a significant portion of an
already small population believed to have
been killed by the 2010 Deepwater
Horizon oil spill. Many climate change
impacts are “baked in,” meaning they will
persist even if fossil fuels were eliminated
today, said Letise LaFeir, chief of
conservation and stewardship at the New
England Aquarium.

But the Trump administration proposal
“is just compounding the immediate risks
locally and the longer-term risks,” she
added. Although a government filing
specifically mentions Rice’s whales, other
threatened and endangered animals also
could be harmed by oil spills or other
dangers, scientists said.

For example, hundreds of sea turtles,
including endangered Kemp’s Ridley and
loggerheads, are rescued and
rehabilitated every year before they are
released into the Atlantic Ocean and swim
for their nesting grounds in the Gulf, per
Ms. LaFeir.

Before Tuesday, the committee had
only issued exemptions twice. The first
was for the construction of a dam on a
section of the Platte River considered
critical habitat for whooping cranes,
though a negotiated settlement won
significant protections that led to overall
ecosystem improvements.

The second was for logging in northern
spotted owl habitat, but the request was
withdrawn after environmental groups
sued, arguing that the committee’s
decision was political and violated legal
procedures.

02A. Rare whales in the way of
Trump’s oil drilling plan

U &I aa 3R gie & =
o gdy /9

o One of the world’s rarest
whales lives in the Gulf of Mexico,
where the Trump administration wants
to expand oil and gas drilling that
scientists fear could push the giant
mammal to extinction.

3 ) FEE gy A | I T AR
&1 TS B gl &, S8l o TR ad
3R T 3R @1 fRaR e a8 3,
e asTie! 1S3 & fob e faamer
TR faqw 8 T g |

e Endangered Rice’s whales
live their entire lives in the gulf, where
they are vulnerable to vessel strikes,
noise pollution, oil spills, climate
change.
NETENORES SRR NS ICERE]S]
# farcht %, Siet 3 wreTel @t caay, @i
TN, dd Ramd 3R Siaarg uRkada &
ICISCEERINES

e Other animals, including

threatened manatees and endangered
sea turtles, also could be put at risk.

3 SR O b Ikd AFCT 3R
%Ldulbl Tt gt i Sifegd I ug Iahd
|

e Asthe Iran war pushes energy
prices higher, U.S. Defence Secretary
Pete Hegseth invoked national
security to seek exemption from
endangered species laws.

R GG b BRUSol B 96 W SHRDT & ¢ Iferd Uie 3T 7 AP1T GR&f HT gara ad
U HhcUXd Uil & B A B Tl
e The Endangered Species Committee granted that request on Tuesday.

TeheIRd USa AT 3 FCaR ) 39 SRR ) Hedl & ¢l

¢ Rice’s whale is the only whale species that lives year-round in the Gulf of Mexico, with

fewer than 100 left.
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Recognised as a distinct species in 2021, Rice’s whale is found in a narrow area in the
northeastern part.

2021 T TH S(e Uollfd o U H AT T, Y39 &d o Mo & SR-Ja! [ow H UTs St
gl

They dive to the gulf floor for fatty fish (mainly silver-rag driftfish) and rest near the
surface at night.

jﬂﬁg?@@ﬁ%ﬁﬁmw%ﬁ%mwm% 3R 1A & g & UNT 3R

I

These dives are strenuous and their food may be affected by more drilling.

T BT B § 3R 3T HioH e f3fert I yuifad 8 T Bl

They are “living on the edge,” said Jeremy Kiszka.

d R b bR TR SH IE1 €, U1 SRt feberept A T

The whales are susceptible to pollution, with many killed in the 2010 Deepwater Horizon oil
spill.

ﬁ%ﬂﬂiw%uﬁﬂaﬁﬁﬂa%aﬁ?zolo%éammﬁﬁmﬁ%

Climate change impacts are “baked in” and will persist.

SIerar] uRac & THTa RiRf 81 g § IR 99 @A

The proposal is increasing immediate risks and long-term risks.

g U9 debTdl 3R Sdpiferes SIfaAT ol §¢1 @R |

Other threatened and endangered animals could also be harmed by oil spills.

3 YU 3R v STHR Ht 7 feara & guifad g wed §1

Hundreds of sea turtles (including Kemp’s Ridley, loggerheads) are rescued and released
for nesting.

JH 3! TS HFU FATE 91 g SR To & foE SIS S & |

Before Tuesday, the committee issued exemptions only twice.

TR Y Ugd IAfd 7 dhad & 9R ge &l At

First: dam construction on Platte River affecting whooping cranes habitat.

Ugell ge Wie 74 IR aty fafor 3 fee & 12 oft, o) gt %9 & S WR SRR UST|
Second: logging in northern spotted owl habitat, later withdrawn after legal challenge.
TR Fe IR WS Ie b 3NN H dhal ders & forg A, for S g & &1 aug o
feram |
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CAPF Bill passed by
Rajya Sabha after
Opposition walkout

T!e Hm!u Bureau

NEW DELHI

The Central Armed Police
Forces (General Adminis-
tration) Bill, which was
passed in the Rajya Sabha
on Wednesday, will further
strengthen the security
system of the country, Mi-
nister of State for Home Af-
fairs Nityanand Rai said,
while replying to the de-
bate on the legislation.

The Opposition walked
out after Mr. Rai’s speech,
alleging that the govern-
ment had not addressed
any concerns about the Bill
raised by their MPs and se-
nior officers of the Central
Armed Police Forces
(CAPF).

Mr. Rai maintained that
the Bill was an important
step in resolving several in-
consistencies in CAPF ser-
vice rules, cadre manage-
ment, and
appointment-related  is-
sues, among others, to
boost the efficiency and
morale of the forces.

“The Bill aims to create
an umbrella structure for
resolving several such ano-
malies and streamlining its
structure for better coordi-
nation and implementa-
tion,” Mr. Rai said, while
maintaining that the Bill is

The Opposition says
government has not
addressed concerns
raised by MPs of
various parties

not against the federal
structure.

Soon after Mr. Rai’s
speech, Opposition Leader
Mallikarjun Kharge reiter-
ated the demand that the
Bill should be referred to a
select committee of Parlia-
ment. He alleged that Mr.
Rai had not addressed the
core issues raised by the
Opposition on the institu-
tionalisation of deputation,
adverse impact on morale
and career progression,
lack of consultation and re-
presentation, and lack of

concern for  judicial
direction.
Nationalist ~ Congress

Party (Sharad Pawar) MP
Fauzia Khan said the Bill
was judicial invasion wear-
ing the clothes of law.

“Imagine joining one of
these forces as an Assistant
Commandant, young, rea-
dy to serve, 16 years have
passed, you have fought in-
surgents, you have earned
your promotion, and yet
you have not received it,”
Ms. Khan said.

committee of Parliament.
o I F UTYUT & R 91 Fauer & AT AfTeea @i 3 g o sadta g afifa &)
o BT T eS|

e He alleged that Mr. Rai had not addressed the core issues raised by the Opposition on the
institutionalisation of deputation, adverse impact on morale and career progression, lack of
consultation and representation, and lack of concern for judicial direction.

I8 R T b o g =
et 3R ufaffia &t st aur e A & e S8 7o gE) wR e T8 e

e Nationalist Congress Party (Sharad Pawar) MP Fauzia Khan said the Bill was judicial invasion
wearing the clothes of law.

02A. CAPF Bill passed by Rajya Sabha
after Opposition walkout

fquer & arPaTse & I ISTIHT A
cAPF fagae uifya fean

e The Central Armed Police Forces (General
Administration) Bill, which was passed in the Rajya
Sabha on Wednesday, will further strengthen the
security system of the country, Minister of State for
Home Affairs Nityanand Rai said, while replying to
the debate on the legislation.

P TR Yo s (T wRIEE) fadu e,
SR FUaR &1 IeawHT # UIid fobar ma, <2
TRET TTRIT B 3R ASIgd DI, T8 91 g T
T e I 7 fadus IR 989 & Sfare | Hol|

o The Opposition walked out after Mr. Rai’s
speech, alleging that the government had not
addressed any concerns about the Bill raised by
their MPs and senior officers of the Central Armed
Police Forces (CAPF).
faues 1 i I & WUl & TG qTpSTSE b, SRIY
T 8T i IR A 37 e R CAPF & iy
RPN GRI ISTS 15 RIS BT T o
fopa |

¢ Mr. Rai maintained that the Bill was an
important step in resolving several inconsistencies
in CAPF service rules, cadre management, and
appointment-related issues, among others, to boost
the efficiency and morale of the forces.
ot I 7 Fe1 [ T fadas Jar e, sz yaey=
3R frrgfaa gadh wreanail afed &3 fagnfaa @
R B B HayU Hed &, o 7 31 garar 3R
Hed gl

e “The Bill aims to create an umbrella
structure for resolving several such anomalies and
streamlining its structure for better coordination and
implementation,” Mr. Rai said, while maintaining
that the Bill is not against the federal structure.

ot I3 3 FaT, “ug fadasw T w3 fagmfadl & R
FRA 3R dgR THGY 3R BTai~ag & e U
I WREAT S BT 963 G168, 3R I Hal
% a5 fadas W o & faare g g

e Soon after Mr. Rai’s speech, Opposition

Leader Mallikarjun Kharge reiterated the demand
that the Bill should be referred to a select
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¢ “Imagine joining one of these forces as an Assistant Commandant, young, ready to serve, 16
years have passed, you have fought insurgents, you have earned your promotion, and yet
you have not received it,” Ms. Khan said.

ol W A FET, “HedT HIT S 310 rRREe HHISE & T H MU B §, 16 T1e Jar 3
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‘Navy was minutes away from hitting

Pakistan during Operation Sindoor’
EGS IlI: Internal Security |

Press Trust of India
MUMBAI

“Besides Operation Sin-
door and the relentless op-
erational tempo through

02A. ‘Navy was minutes away from hitting Pakistan during Operation Sindoor’

The Indian Navy was mi-
nutes away from striking
Pakistan from the sea dur-
ing Operation Sindoor,
when Islamabad requested
stoppage of kinetic actions,
Navy Chief Admiral Dinesh
K. Tripathi said on
Wednesday.

The Navy Chief was
speaking at the naval inves-
titure ceremony here,
where he awarded Yudh
Seva Medals to two top na-
val officers for their distin-
guished service during Op-
eration Sindoor conducted
last year after the Pahal-
gam terror attack.

Operation Sindoor de-
monstrated exemplary rea-
diness and resolve of the
Indian Navy, as its units un-
dertook swift deployment

Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral Dinesh K. Tripathi during the Naval

Ay

Investiture Ceremony in Mumbai. PTI/DEFENCE PRO

and maintained a highly
aggressive posture
throughout the period, he
said.

“It is not a hidden fact
anymore that we were just
minutes away from striking
Pakistan from the sea,
when they requested stop-
page of kinetic actions,”

Admiral Tripathi said on
the Navy's role in the
operation.

Through swift and reso-
lute actions during Opera-
tion Sindoor, the Indian
Navy reinforced the na-
tion's confidence and trust
in its capabilities, he
added.

the year, we were also very
proud to showcase the
breadth and depth of our
operational capabilities to
the Prime Minister during
a historic 17-hour overnight
embarkation with the In-
dian Navy on the western
seaboard,” said Admiral
Tripathi.

Talking about the West
Asia conflict, he said that
ever since the war involv-
ing the U.S., Israel, and
Iran broke out, more than
20 merchant vessels have
been attacked in the re-
gion. “At a time when the
global order is marked by
increasing fragmentation
and friction, the seas are
no longer secondary
theatres," the Navy Chief
added.

AT RigR & R TR Ui WR g0 &34 4 $9 e gr 4

e The Indian Navy was minutes away from striking Pakistan from the sea during Operation
Sindoor, when Islamabad requested a stoppage of kinetic actions, Navy Chief Admiral Dinesh
K. Tripathi said on Wednesday.

YRR TR SRR RigR & SR T4 ¥ Ut W g0al 3 3 $0 fise @R <&, o«
SEATHTEIG 3 AT HIATS BT SRIY a1, T8 a1 A1 U TSR R &
Brardt A qUaR &1 Hal

e The Navy Chief was speaking at the naval investiture ceremony here, where he awarded
Yudh Seva Medals to two top naval officers for their distinguished service during Operation
Sindoor conducted last year after the Pahalgam terror attack.

AT UGG T8t AT I GURIE § §id 38 3, 561 314 fUsa ad ugamy rdat gaa
& F1¢ fbT 7Y SITORRA RigR H Ip¥ a1 & fow & SifABIRA! &1 g AaT1 A UaH fbu|

e Operation Sindoor demonstrated exemplary readiness and resolve of the Indian Navy, as its
units undertook swift deployment and maintained a highly aggressive posture throughout the
period, he said.
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¢ “ltis not a hidden fact anymore that we were just minutes away from striking Pakistan from
the sea, when they requested a stoppage of kinetic actions,” Admiral Tripathi said of the
Navy's role in the operation.

TStRe RuTdt 3 $el, “3r@ Ug U1 5o 9w T8l & o &7 THg ¥ Ui IR 8e 33 3§ $©
e QR 3, 919 IB V=T HRATS JH BT SR o)

e Through swift and resolute actions during Operation Sindoor, the Indian Navy reinforced the
nation's confidence and trust in its capabilities, he added.

3I21 el fb TR Rigk & SR IS 3R T HRATS YR 91 7 3 & fayry iR
U D! Aorgg o

o “Besides Operation Sindoor and the relentless operational tempo through the year, we were
also very proud to showcase the breadth and depth of our operational capabilities to the
Prime Minister during a historic 17-hour overnight embarkation with the Indian Navy on the
western seaboard,” said Admiral Tripathi.

TSfiRe ATt 3 &g, “3iiiRH RigR iR X 99 &t Wad Hared Tfafaftmay & srardr, g4
TTHE ! i de WX 17 9 & efagiRie SIfam= & SR U=t HaTe= AT 31
TYPHT 3R TGRS AT WIE g 17

e Talking about the West Asia conflict, he said that ever since the war involving the U.S., Israel,
and Iran broke out, more than 20 merchant vessels have been attacked in the region.

g3 TR Ty & TR § 910 FRd §U 36 Bl [ ARSI, FoRIgd SR R & 949 g5
YE A S 916 ¥ &7 T 20 I Siftres TaTies FgTell UR g9 gon 5|

o “At atime when the global order is marked by increasing fragmentation and friction, the seas

are no longer secondary theatres " the Navy Chief added.

3511 gl, 5e df¥yp
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NSCN-K seeks ‘religious conversion,
Arunachal govt. tells UAPA tribunal

Vijaita Sin;
NEW DELHI

The Arunachal Pradesh go-
vernment told an Unlawful
Activities Prevention Act
(UAPA) tribunal recently
that the National Socialist
Council of Nagaland-Kha-
plang (NSCN-K), a banned
outfit which seeks the
merger of Naga-dominated
areas in India and Myan-
mar, wants to “convert pe-
ople to Christianity” in or-
der to have a
“homogenous society for a
common cause”.

A UAPA tribunal on
March 19 upheld a Ministry
of Home Affairs (MHA) not-
ification of September 22,
2025 to declare the
NSCN-K an unlawful asso-
ciation under the UAPA,
1967 for another five years.
The group was involved in
the June 4, 2015 ambush of
an Army convoy in Mani-
pur in which 18 Army per-
sonnel were killed.

In its deposition, the
Arunachal Pradesh govern-
ment said other than the
forceful conversion of lo-

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Remains of an Army truck after an ambush by NSCN-K militants on
a convoy in Manipur in 2015, killing 18 personnel. AP

cals to Christianity, the
group intends to “bring all
the sub-tribes under one
banner Tangsang-Naga”
and “this is indicative of a
deeper conspiracy to
create homogenous demo-
graphic structure”.

The outfit is active in the
Tirap, Changlang and
Longding (TCL) districts of
Arunachal Pradesh. The
State government did not
depose on these lines be-
fore the tribunal that was
set up in 2015, when the
outfit was banned first.

It added that the group

indulges in unlawful inter-
ference in electoral pro-
cess, drug trafficking and
has established hideouts/
camps in the three districts
to attack/ambush security
force personnel.

Named after its leader
S.S. Khaplang, who died in
Myanmar in 2017, the
NSCN-K was formed in Ja-
nuary 1990 after a split
from the parent group, the
National Socialist Council
of Nagaland, in 1988. The
latter is now known as the
NSCN (Isak-Muivah) and
has been in peace talks
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with the government since
1997. The National Investi-
gation Agency had de-
clared a reward of %17 lakh
for Khaplang’s arrest for
executing the ambush on

the Army convoy. The

NSCN-K  was initially
banned for five years in
2020, extended for anoth-
er five years in 2025.

The Ministry informed
the tribunal that in the past
five years, NSCN-K factions
were involved in 29 inci-
dents of violence, in which
18 deaths and injuries to 16
security personnel and ci-
vilians occurred; 71 cases
were registered with char-
gesheets filed in 56 cases
and 35 cadres were prose-
cuted or convicted. Eighty-
five cadres were arrested,
69 cadres surrendered and
51 other criminal activities,
including  kidnappings,
were reported.

The Ministry submitted
that the group reportedly
has an  approximate
strength of  400-500
cadres in Myanmar, includ-
ing 5075 Indian Naga
cadres.
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02A. NSCN-K seeks ‘religious conversion’, Arunachal govt. tells UAPA tribunal
NSCN-K ‘tnfife uf¥ad= aredr 8, Sumad ReR A UAPA fesgma &) sarmar

The Arunachal Pradesh government told an Unlawful Activities Prevention Act (UAPA)
tribunal recently that the National Socialist Council of Nagaland-Khaplang (NSCN-K), a
banned outfit which seeks the merger of Naga-dominated areas in India and Myanmar, wants
to “convert people to Christianity” in order to have a “homogenous society for a common
cause”.

ST YR WG 1 51l 61 § UAPA fesgraa &1 sar o A= dieifee SR oife
ANTAS-JIUANT (NSCN-K), T Uidsifid e, st 4R 3R TR & ART-ggd &= & faag
B TR BT 3, N Bl STS el F yRafeler BT e 8 difd HHIA qHTST S S T |
A UAPA tribunal on March 19 upheld a Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) notification of
September 22, 2025 to declare the NSCN-K an unlawful association under the UAPA, 1967
for another five years.

UAPA feegaa = 19 9 &1 778 e (MHA) &t 22 RidaR 2025 3t SIfEREAT & SRaxR
T, forH NSCN-K @ UAPA, 1967 & dgd SRTS! UTd U1 & 1T Syl TTa 9 fosan |
The group was involved in the June 4, 2015 ambush of an Army convoy in Manipur in which
18 Army personnel were killed.

§€ﬂﬂ§4qazolsa%wﬁmﬁﬁm%?mﬁoﬁwmﬁmﬁamﬁmﬁ18'@15@11&11?
!

In its deposition, the Arunachal Pradesh government said other than the forceful conversion
of locals to Christianity, the group intends to “bring all the sub-tribes under one banner
Tangsang-Naga” and “this is indicative of a deeper conspiracy to create homogenous
demographic structure”.

3 S ¥, BUTA TRbR A $el o I Il & qerqdep 7 giard o 3fcfrar, Tg
T USSR @) qHERLART P d8d A1 DT YN T & 3R I8 THH
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