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02A. Lt. Gen. Dhiraj Seth takes charge as 
Army Vice-Chief amid rejig 

         ज र    रज                            

   उ                र        

 Lieutenant-General Dhiraj Seth on Wednesday 
assumed charge as the Vice-Chief of the Army Staff after 
the Indian Army announced a series of top-level 
appointments across key operational commands. 

         ज र    रज                          -       

            , ज    र                                       

       ई                        

 An alumnus of the National Defence Academy, 
Khadakwasla, Lieutenant-General Seth was 
commissioned to the Armoured Corps in December 1986. 

                   ,                     ,         

ज                र 1986                              

 Over nearly four decades, he has built an 
operational profile across varied terrains and conflict 
environments, including counterinsurgency experience. 

  ग ग   र                                     और       

                       ,   उ  र-   ज                  

 ज              ई  

 In other key changes, Lieutenant-General V.M.B. 
Krishnan assumed charge as the GOC-in-C, Eastern 
Command, taking over from Lieutenant-General R.C. 

Tiwari, who superannuated on March 31. 

                      ,         ज र    .ए .  .                       GOC-in-C       

      ,                ज र   र.  .     र                 , ज  31                       

 Lieutenant-General Pushpendra Pal Singh, who previously served as the Vice-Chief of the 
Army Staff, took over as the GOC-in-C, Western Command. 

         ज र                , ज               -      ,                   GOC-in-C      

 
 

GS Paper 1: Society  

TOPICS COVERED      02 April  2026 

02A 55,000 households use portal for Census self-enumeration 

55,000   र  र      ज       -          ए          उ          
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02A. 55,000 households use portal for Census self-enumeration 

 55,000   र  र      ज       -          ए          उ          

 The portal went live on Wednesday in eight States and Union Territories; the online details 
will be verified by enumerators during the door-to-door survey 15 days later, Union Home 
Ministry says. 

                    र     और                            ;                 15         

 र- र                ए   र  र   र              ज  ग ,                    

 Around 55,000 households used the self-enumeration portal on the first day of the Population 
Census 2027 website that went live in eight States and Union Territories, the Union Home 
Ministry said on Wednesday. 

                                ज      2027                      ग ग 55,000   र  र      

 -                  ग     , ज           औ                               

 The online details will, however, be verified by enumerators during a door-to-door survey 15 
days later. 

        ,                 15          र- र                ए   र  र   र              

ज  ग   

 Among the first to fill in the details of 33 questions being asked in the first phase – the House 
Listing Operations and Housing Census (HLO) – were President Droupadi Murmu, Vice-
President C.P. Radhakrishnan, Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Home Minister Amit Shah. 

          –   उ           र    और   उ     ज      (HLO) –         ज      33         
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                    र                  , उ र         .  . र       ,           र        औ      

                        

 In the first phase, self-enumeration began in Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Goa, Karnataka, 
Lakshadweep, Mizoram, Odisha, Sikkim, New Delhi Municipal Council (NDMC) area and 
Delhi Cantonment Board areas of Delhi. 

              -            और       र        ,     ,       ,      ,   ज र ,      , 

     , NDMC     और                                  ई  

 One mobile phone number can be used to register only one household. 

              र        ग      ए    र  र      ज  र              ज           

 The portal opens 15 days prior to the commencement of the HLO phase and in these eight 
States and U.T.s, the first phase will commence on April 16 and continue till May 15. 

       HLO  र              15                   औ             /                         

    16         15          ग   

 All other States will have to complete the first-phase enumeration by September 30, whereas 
in Ladakh and snow-bound areas of Jammu and Kashmir, Uttarakhand and Himachal 
Pradesh, both the phases are to completed by September 30. 

                       र  30      र      र   र       , ज         और ज  -   र, 

उ र    ,                                         30      र      र      ज   ग   

 The second phase of population enumeration – where each individual‘s information in the 
household, such as religion, caste etc. will be asked – is to be conducted in February 2027 for 
the remaining States. 

 ज      ग          र   र ,  ज                ज       ज       , ज             ज  ग ,     

          र र  2027         ज  ग   

 ―The self-enumeration exercise is a secure, web-based facility available in 16 regional 
languages. 

 ― -                        -    र           , ज  16                          

 For the first time, respondents can fill in their details online at their convenience before the 
enumerator‘s visit. 

         ,         ए   र  र                                 र           र   र      

    

 Enumerators will carry out door-to-door visits in all allocated houselisting blocks as in 
previous Censuses, while Self-Enumeration serves as an additional facility. 

                  ज ग                            उ                 र- र ज  र       

 र   , ज     -     ए      र             

 To participate in Self-Enumeration, respondents can log in to the portal se.census.gov.in 
using their mobile number and basic credentials. 

  -ग         ग                               र और                       ग             

   ग              

 Upon successful submission, a unique Self-Enumeration ID (SE ID) is generated, which will 
be shared with the enumerator during the subsequent field visit for confirmation,‖ the Ministry 
said. 

                            SE ID ज            ,  ज                 ज       र   ए   र  र 

                 ज  ग ,                

 In the first phase, comprehensive information on the condition of housing, household 
amenities and assets possessed will be collected. 

                         ,  र          ए  और                  ज              ज  ग   

 A total of 33 questions for Phase I have been notified in January 2026 to capture these critical 
indicators, which serve as the foundation for evidence-based planning, policy formulation, and 
targeted welfare interventions. 

 ज     2026          र       ए 33                 ग , ज             ,    -    र  

  ज   और             ज                 

 Data collected under the Census Act, 1948, are strictly confidential, the Ministry said. 

                  ज             , 1948                 ग          र   र                  
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GS Paper II: Polity,  

TOPICS COVERED      02 April  2026 

02A PM chairs Cabinet panel meeting over West Asia conflict 

                  ए            र                                   

02A In Bodoland, fight for peace, identity „unites‟ political rivals BPF and UPPL 

                  और               „र ज             ‟ BPF और UPPL    ज     

   
 

02A.  PM chairs Cabinet panel meeting over 
West Asia conflict 

                  ए            र               

                    

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Wednesday 
chaired a special meeting of the Cabinet Committee on 
Security (CCS) to review measures taken by various 
Ministries regarding the ongoing conflict in West Asia and to 
also discuss further initiatives to be taken. 

           र                                           र   

(CCS)                          ,  ज                     

                                               ग                 

   गई औ   ग                      गई  

 This was the second special CCS meeting on the 
matter, the first having been held on March 22. 

                  र  CCS        ,           22          ई 

    

 ―The Cabinet Secretary briefed about the action 
taken to ensure supply of petroleum products, particularly 
LNG/LPG, and sufficient power availability,‖ the government 
said in a release. 

                                                   उ     , 

            LNG/LPG                        औ        

  ज   उ                  ग           ज           

 ―Sources are being diversified for procurement of 
LPG with new inflows from different countries,‖ it said. 

             ग      LPG                                    

                        र       ज          

Widening PNG network 

 PNG               र 

 The Cabinet Secretary informed Mr. Modi that 
Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) is being sourced from different countries and that LPG prices for 
domestic consumers have remained the same as before the crisis. 

                                     LNG                         ज         औ                 

       LPG               ज                  

 He also spoke about the various initiatives taken to expand the number of Piped Natural Gas 
(PNG) connections in the country. 

                         र      (PNG)                                   ग                      

             

 ―The Prime Minister assessed the availability of critical needs for the common man,‖ the 
release added. 

             ग                     ज       ज र  ज र       उ                    
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 ―He discussed availability of fertilizers in the country and steps being taken to ensure their 
availability in the Kharif and Rabi seasons. 

               उ  र       उ      औ   र       र     ज                                 

         ज                        

 He said all efforts must be made to safeguard the citizens from the impact of this conflict. 

                 ग                                                       ज           

 The Prime Minister also emphasised smooth flow of authentic information to the public to 
prevent misinformation and rumour mongering,‖ the release said. 

             ग                      ज    र                   ज                  ज    र  

और                 ज       

 According to the release, Mr. Modi directed all departments concerned to take all possible 
measures to ―ameliorate the problems of citizens and sectors‖ affected by the ongoing global 
situation. 

               ,                            ग                                                   

    र    और                        र                             

 

02A. In Bodoland, fight for peace, identity „unites‟ political rivals BPF and 

UPPL 

                  और               „र ज             ‟ BPF और UPPL    ज     

   

 In the Bodoland Territorial Region, BPF in alliance with the BJP is taking on the UPPL, which 
till a few months ago was with the saffron party; while the UPPL blames the BPF for 
communal tension in the region, both concur on the need to protect the Bodo identity and 
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need to build lasting peace. 

            र   र   र ज  (BTR)    BPF, BJP                 , UPPL                       

  , ज                      ज            ; ज    UPPL                              BPF    

 ज               ,                     र   और                                  

 As the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party fuels the rhetoric of protecting indigenous identities in the 
run-up to the Assembly election in Assam, an effort is underway to preserve the Bodo 
regional identity in the north-western part of the State, which is driving the electoral campaign 
in the Bodoland Territorial Region (BTR). 

 ज   -ज      र    ज                                                   र                   

  ,           -                                    र     र           ज      , ज  BTR    

                                   

 Issues being raised include the need to protect the Bodo identity, increased autonomy for the 
Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC), youth welfare, and lasting peace. 

           ज                             र  , BTC               ,           और      

                

 The BJP finds itself in the middle of a delicate balancing act given the history of its alliances 
and conflicts with key regional powers — the Bodo People‘s Front (BPF) and the United 
People‘s Party Liberal (UPPL) — as recently as the 2025 BTC elections. 

 BJP                                    ,                 2025 BTC                 BPF और 

UPPL        ग      औ                          

 On Tuesday, hundreds marked the birth anniversary of Bodofa Upendra Nath Brahma, known 
as the father of the Bodo movement, in Dogma, his birthplace. 

   ग                 ग                     ज          उ               ज          ज     

            ई  

 The UPPL candidate for the Dorma constituency, Raju Jumar Narzary, paid his respects 
before addressing voters. 

 UPPL उ     र र ज  ज   र  रज र                                                       ज   

          

 Even as Mr. Narzary spoke of ―increased communal tension‖ after the BPF‘s victory in the 
BTC elections months ago, and the need to fight for more administrative powers for the 
Council, about 500 metres away, at the BPF‘s office, campaign workers spoke of their focus 
on bringing the region‘s communities together and ensuring peace under the NDA‘s banner. 

 ज         ज       BTC            BPF    ज                              औ               

                             ,       ग ग 500    र   र BPF                          NDA 

             और ए       ज         

Direct fight 

           

 Across the 15 Assembly constituencies in the BTR, the BPF, which has allied with the BJP in 
this election, is contesting 11 seats, while the BJP is contesting four. 

 BTR    15                  , BPF (BJP       ) 11          औ  BJP 4        र              

    

 The UPPL, which is going solo, is contesting all 15 seats, with a direct contest with its 
regional rival BPF on 11, and contests with the BJP on the other four. 

 UPPL           15        र          र     ,  ज    11          BPF                 औ  4    

BJP                

 The Congress has put up candidates for 13 seats, one seat each is being contested by its ally 
Raijor Dal (Manas) and the Trinamool Congress (Goreswar), with some seats even seeing 
the Jharkhand Mukti Morcha entering the race. 

           13                          , ज    र  ज र    (    ) औ                (  र  र) 

  -                         , औ                 र                               

 Just months ago, the BJP and the UPPL had parted ways ahead of the 2025 BTC election, 
which saw the BPF, in control of the council from 2005 to 2020, come back to power in the 
Sixth Schedule region. 
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                   BJP और UPPL      ए, औ  2025 BTC          2005-2020           र   

BPF                ई  

 As a result, the chief of the BPF, Hangrama Mohilary, was elected head of the BTC, 
dislodging Pramod Boro, leader of the UPPL. 

                  र  (BPF     ) BTC             औ         र  (UPPL)              

 Mr. Boro was elected as the BTC chief in 2020 after forming a post-poll alliance with the BJP. 

         2020    BJP                      BTC              

 Following his loss in the BTC elections, Mr. Boro was earlier this year elected unopposed to 
one of Assam‘s Rajya Sabha seats, even as he has now chosen to contest this Assembly 
election from the Tamulpur constituency. 

 BTC                                   र           ए      र         ए, औ           र        

                          

 In this constituency (reserved for STs), Mr. Boro will face not just the BJP‘s candidate, 
Biswajit Daimary, but also the Congress‘s Rafel Daimary. 

    ST  र                              BJP       ज       र  औ            र         र     

  ग   

 Just before severing ties with the BJP, Mr. Boro had been driving for increased autonomy of 
the BTC region, holding meetings with Union Home Minister Amit Shah in New Delhi to pass 
the 125th Constitution Amendment enabling more autonomy. 

 BJP      ग                      BTC                                           औ           

                             ,  ज    125                             

 In the BTR, the contest appears to be a head-to-head fight between the BPF and the UPPL, 
even as Bodo outfits such as the All Bodo Students‘ Union (ABSU), which kick-started the 
movement for an autonomous Bodo region, has made public calls for the two parties to unite. 

 BTR            BPF और UPPL                       , ज    ABSU ज      ग            

ए ज                           

Call for autonomy 

                

 However, the campaigns of both parties in the region are focused on fighting for increased 
autonomy both in the Assam Assembly and in Parliament, lasting peace, and the rivalry 
between the two for control over BTC politics. 

                                 ,            औ  BTC र ज                          

 The UPPL is blaming the BPF‘s return to the BTC for issues such as communal violence that 
was seen in Karigaon in January and an alleged rise in gambling, and consumption of drugs 
and alcohol among the youth. 

 UPPL, BPF              र                        , औ            ज  ,     और  र      

                   ज                   

 The BPF‘s campaign is focused on highlighting its support from the NDA, which, it argues, will 
help ensure peace and stability in the region. 

 BPF      NDA           ज ग           ,  ज             और   र                        

         

 Another significant issue that both campaigns are confronting is the Assam Cabinet‘s decision 
last November to add six communities to the State‘s ST list, which had sparked widespread 
protests across the Bodoland region, led by the ABSU. 

                                छ              ST                र              ,  ज    

ABSU                    र       

 The ABSU‘s president-in-charge, Kwrwmdao Wary, said, ―There is fear that the propositions 
being discussed for the addition of six new communities will alter the nature of the Bodoland 
region. 

 ABSU                  र       र        , ―                           ज                

             ज ए   ‖ 

 In addition to the Bodo tribal communities, there are other communities living here peacefully 
also. 

      ज ज                                                  र  र       
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 And we want the welfare of all of these communities. 

 औ                                       

 But it has to be understood that this Bodoland region is a result of the Bodo people‘s 
struggles, and the proposed ST calculations risk altering that.‖ 

                  ग                                     र      , औ         ST           

                  ‖ 

 But even as Mr. Wary insisted that the ABSU cannot publicly speak about the ongoing 
election campaign, the outfit has traditionally been associated with the UPPL. 

                           ABSU        र     ज                     ,         ग         ग  

      UPPL    ज            

 
 

GS Paper II: International Relations  

TOPICS COVERED      02 April  2026 

02A Putin likely to participate in BRICS summit in Delhi, says Russia‟s Deputy 
Foreign Minister 

                  BRICS    र                             ,       उ             

       

02A As American bombs fall on Iran, South American nations brace for impact 

  र    र     र       र                  र                 ए     र 
 
 

 

02A. Putin likely to participate in BRICS summit in Delhi, says Russia‟s Deputy 
Foreign Minister 

                  BRICS    र                             ,       उ             

       

 Russian President Vladimir Putin is expected to participate in the BRICS summit scheduled in 
September in India, Deputy Foreign Minister Rudenko Andrey Yurevich said in Colombo on 
Wednesday, adding that Moscow would support New Delhi‘s efforts to forge a consensus 
among members. 
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       र             र               र      र               BRICS    र            ग      

             ,        उ                   ए       र                     , औ                 

                         र     

 Further, Russia will honour all existing contracts on oil, he said, following Russia‘s decision to 
ban export of gasoline with effect from April 1, owing to price fluctuations. 

                        ज                          र   ,          1                        

 र                    ग  , ज            उ  र-                 

 ―My President has an invitation from Prime Minister Modi to come to New Delhi, and for the 
time being, we don‘t see any problems which would prevent him from doing so,‖ he said, 
while commending India, as BRICS chair, for ―doing its best to streamline differences‖. 

           , ―                                  ई                           , औ             

  ई                 ज             ,‖ औ          BRICS                     

 ―We need to see what will happen by the time of the summit itself. 

           , ―            ग        र                  र        

 But so far, we consider this invitation with seriousness,‖ Mr. Rudenko said, citing the ―volatile 
situation‖ in West Asia. 

                                  र         र     ,‖             ए           र         

                   

 He was addressing the media in an interaction organised by the Colombo-based think tank 
Pathfinder Foundation. 

                        Pathfinder Foundation          ज                                 

    

 Mr. Rudenko‘s official visit comes barely a week after Russian Deputy Minister for Energy 
Roman Marshavin was in Sri Lanka, pledging Moscow‘s support to Colombo to cope with the 
energy crisis stemming from the conflict in West Asia. 

                   ज   उ       र                                            ई, ज           

 ज                                           

 Commenting on the challenges in building consensus within the 10-nation grouping — which 
also includes Iran and the United Arab Emirates — the visiting Russian official described 
BRICS as an entity that brings together countries with different policies and national priorities.  

 10               BRICS                                        ,  ज     र   और UAE          

  ,                                और                                   

 ― And while they chose to join it, they want these priorities coordinated in a more systematic 
way to better protect their interests worldwide. 

           , ―                            ,                                       र         

                          

 But their national policies sometimes differ radically,‖ he said. 

            र                   र                 ,‖             

„Growing wedge‟ 

 „        ‟ 

 Further, terming the grouping ―quite a flexible organisation‖ that allows each member state to 
retain ―its own voice‖, he added that building consensus is difficult when members are ―on 
different sides of the frontline‖. 

        BRICS                                                    ज        ,       ज  

       -                   ,                              

 ―One of the great consequences of the conflict is the growing wedge between Iran and its 
Arab neighbours,‖ he said. 

           , ―                        र   और उ     र                              ‖ 

 Last month, India sent invitations to all member states for the BRICS Foreign Ministers‘ 
Meeting in May and the 18th BRICS Summit scheduled to be held in New Delhi in September. 

               र                                                  और      र    18   BRICS 

   र                       ज   
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 Meanwhile, Russia will implement all past contracts on oil exports, he said, when asked about 
the impact of Moscow‘s decision to ban gasoline exports. 

                                      र                 र   , ज       ग                        

                     ग    

 ―To tell you frankly, Russia‘s natural resources are not also unlimited…but we will do our 
best,‖ he said, adding that the sooner the conflict in West Asia ends, ―the better for everyone‖. 

           , ―ई                                                     ,                     

   ग ,‖ औ              ए            ज    ज        , उ        र  

 India‘s Russian oil imports soared to a nine-month high in March 2026. 

      2026      र                              उ   र         ग    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

02A. As American bombs fall on Iran, South American nations brace for impact 

  र    र     र       र                  र                 ए     र 

 American bombs are tearing apart buildings and lives in Iran, but the shockwaves of those 
attacks are being felt in parts of Latin America as they trigger old memories and new fears. 

     र      ई          र    और ज                     ,                              

    र                                ज        ,  ज      र         और  ए  र             

 Even as U.S. President Donald Trump blows hot and cold on Iran, he has begun to speak of 
Cuba with growing frequency and menace. 

     र   र                  ई                                                   औ    र     

                         

 ―I built this great Army. 

           , ―                        

 I said, ‗You will never need to use it.‘ 

         , ‗                            ज            ग  ‘ 

 But sometimes you have to use it. 

          -                र            

 And Cuba is next, by the way,‖ Mr. Trump told a meeting of investors on March 27 in Miami — 
a city known for its Cuban community and their opposition towards Havana. 

 औ  ―            ,‖         27                                           — ज                  

    ज    ज        

 ―But pretend I didn‘t say that,‖ added Mr. Trump as he heaped praise on himself for the 
military campaigns against Iran and Venezuela to a raucous crowd. 

 ―                             ,‖           , औ   र         ज ए                               

    

 The kidnapping of Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro still hangs over Latin America as 
countries fear getting sucked into Mr. Trump‘s so-called war on narco-terrorism. 

     ज ए      र                  र        र                                    ई  ई   , 

              -  र र                                
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 Air strikes are already being conducted on the Ecuador-Colombia border as the Ecuadorian 
military carries out a joint operation with American forces. 

      र-                                            , ज                    र               

                         

 Called ―Operation Total Extermination‖, the campaign is officially ―setting the pace for 
regional, deterrence-focused operations against cartel infrastructure throughout Latin 
America‖, but poor farmers accuse the government of targeting their land and livestock. 

 ―  र         ए         ‖                                                       

  र           ग     ,        र                       ज    और                          

      ग        

 The country‘s right-wing President Daniel Noboa has declared an ―internal armed conflict‖ — 
in line with Mr. Trump‘s rhetoric. 

        र                       “    र           ”              , ज                        

    

 Before Mr. Trump sent his forces to Venezuela, Washington had branded certain criminal 
groups as terrorist organisations and named Mr. Maduro as their head. 

     ज               ज          ,     र            र                                         

औ                             

 A similar script now appears to be written for other countries. 

        र                             ई ज          

 The New York Times reported last week that the U.S. is ―considering classifying Brazil‘s two 
criminal factions — Primeiro Comando da Capital (PCC) and Comando Vermelho (CV) — as 
terrorist groups‖. 

                      ,           ज      PCC और CV                           र      

                 

 Generally, groups placed on the American list of terrorist organisations face financial 
sanctions, but in Venezuela‘s case, it was used for a military attack. 

                                      ग     ,           ज                 ग               ए 

     ग    

 The possibility is causing unease in Brazil. 

                 ज                       

 Brazilian Foreign Minister Mauro Vieira recently told his U.S. counterpart that Brasília 
opposes classifying PCC and CV as terrorist organisations. 

   ज                   उर    एर              ज                                र      

  र    र       

 In the case of Colombia, the situation is serious. 

                      र     

 President Gustavo Petro is reportedly being investigated by U.S. prosecutors to find out if he 
―met with drug traffickers and solicited donations for his 2022 presidential campaign‖. 

 र                       ज                                 र               र            ए    

       

 Mr. Petro has blamed the country‘s right-wing Opposition for fabricating the story ahead of the 
presidential elections in May. 

                                          र    ग     

 As both Colombia and Brazil go to elections this year, their leaders are speaking up against 
the danger. 

                 और   ज               औ         र               र       

 At last week‘s Summit of the Community of Latin American and Caribbean States in Bogotá, 
President Lula da Silva of Brazil criticised the growing U.S. ―colonialist policies towards‖ Latin 
America. 

           CELAC    र                                     औ                    

           

 As leaders like Mr. Petro and Lula challenge Mr. Trump, his administration appears to be 
trying to isolate them. 
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       औ       ज                                 , औ                    -     र               

        

 On March 7, Mr. Trump hosted the region‘s pro-Washington leaders for a conference — 
called the ―Shield of the Americas‖ — where they discussed how to ―enlist and expand‖ 
partnerships for joint counter-drug operations in the region. 

 7                 ―Shield of the Americas‖           ज      ,  ज                र    

                ई  

 At the meeting in Florida, which didn‘t include Brazil, Mexico, Chile, and Colombia, all run by 
leftist governments, Mr. Trump alleged that ―drug cartels are running Mexico‖.  

                  ज  ,       ,      और                       , औ                        

                 र       

 The meeting‘s tone, where only Americans spoke and everybody else listened, has set the 
alarm bells ringing in several countries. 

              , ज        र        और          ,  ई                         र       

 ―Maduro‘s kidnapping was a warning. 

                  , ―    र        र              

 The war on Iran is another warning to us to fall in line. 

 ई                                             

 The Shield of the Americas meeting is a clear sign that the Americans want to go after the 
regions‘ natural resources, especially rare earths, and curb our relations with China,‖ says a 
senior Brazilian official, speaking on condition of anonymity. 

 ―                                              और                                        ,‖ 

     ज     ई                 

 Mr. Trump‘s close ties with Argentina‘s chainsaw-wielding President Javier Milei are well 
known. 

          ज         र       ज    र                         

 Now, the U.S. President appears to be widening his reach. 

                           र       

 His latest catch is Chile‘s new President, José Antonio Kast, who attended the Florida 
meeting even before being sworn in. 

              ग          र       ज    ए              ,  ज                            ग       

 Mr. Kast‘s inauguration on March 10 offered a glimpse of rising tensions. 

 10                                                   

 Lula, who was expected to attend, pulled out at the last minute after Mr. Kast invited Brazil‘s 
far-right politician Flávio Bolsonaro, a likely challenger to the President in October elections. 

                                                                र                   , ज  

                            

 

GS Paper III: Economy,  

TOPICS COVERED      02 April  2026 

02A Entry tax hike: protests erupt at Himachal borders with Punjab and 
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        RoDTEP   ज      छ             ए       
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

02A. Entry tax hike: protests erupt at Himachal borders with Punjab and 
Haryana 

 ए             :                   र   ज   और   र              र         

 Levy comes into effect, triggering traffic disruptions; police deployed at several locations; 
working to control the situation, say authorities; Mann warns of reciprocal entry tax on H.P.-
registered vehicles. 

        ग                         ;  ई                     ;                           ज   , 

                 ;                र  र  ए                        

 Tension prevailed at Himachal Pradesh‘s borders with Punjab and Haryana on Wednesday 
after the revised entry tax for vehicles came into effect, triggering protests and traffic 
disruptions at multiple points. 

                            ज   और   र                       ए           ग                   

    ग  ,  ज     ई                      औ                   

 Angry residents from Punjab staged a road blockade at the Garmoda toll on the Kirathpur-
Nerchowk road in Bilaspur district in the morning, demanding exemption for vehicles 
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registered in border districts. 

   ज          ज                          र  ज        र   र-  र    र                       

ज       ,       ज                               ग     

 They questioned the continuation of the entry tax despite Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh 
Sukhu announcing a rollback. 

                       र                                      ज   ए         ज र  र            

       

 ―Himachal residents are our brothers and we have no fight with them, but Mr. Sukhu should 
clarify why a receipt of ₹100 is being given on entry since last night when the rollback was 
announced on entry tax on small passenger vehicles,‖ a protester said. 

                    , ―                 र        ,              ई              ,       ₹100 

   र           ज        , ज                                                   गई    ‖ 

 ―There cannot be two taxes on a national highway. When we are paying toll tax, there is no 
point in an entry tax,‖ he added. 

           , ―   र      र ज      र                      ज                      ,                 

  ई औ            ‖ 

 The blockade was lifted after almost five hours and vehicular traffic resumed following 
assurance from officials that the issue will be taken up with higher authorities. 

  ग ग               ज         ग   औ                                                

                                 ज  ग   

 Mr. Sukhu had on Tuesday told the Assembly that a hike in entry tax on five-seater and 6-12 
seater passenger vehicles will be rolled back, but later in the evening, a notification was 
issued that stated, ―Keeping public convenience in mind, the government has reduced the toll 
tax rate for passenger vehicles from ₹130 to ₹100‖. 

   ग                                         5-   र और 6-12    र                          

        ज  ग ,                         ज           ग      ―ज                   र     ए 

        ₹130          ₹100      ग      ‖ 

 On February 16, a notification was issued announcing that the tax for small passenger 
vehicles will be increased to ₹170 from ₹70. 

 16                     ज                          ₹70        र ₹170                  गई 

    

 After a backlash, the tax was fixed at ₹130. 

                  ₹130         ग    

 The Himachal government announced concessional passes to all residents living within 5 km 
of any toll barrier. 

         र  र                  5                                 र                     

 Protests were also witnessed at other State borders, and since Wednesday morning, massive 
traffic jams occurred at various entry points in Kalka-Pinjore, Madhawala-Barotiwala, Baddi, 
and Nalagarh. 

                              औ                      -   ज र,    ,                     

     ज    ग   

 The Ilaka Bachao Sangharsh Morcha staged a protest at the barrier set up in Mehtpur on the 
Himachal-Punjab border. 

                                 र (      -  ज       )                      

 Traffic on the Dharamshala-Chandigarh highway was also disrupted. 

        -                                     

 The route from Una and Nangal via Santoshgarh has been diverted, and traffic was also hit in 
Bathu-Bathri. 

     और                                  ग   औ      -   र                          

 The leaders at the sit-in said they will only heave a sigh of relief when these toll tax barriers 
are closed. 

                                      र र                             ग   

 ―We will even join forces with the people of Punjab and Haryana to boycott the Himachal 
tourism season and appeal to them to visit other States instead of coming here,‖ a leader 
said. 
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               , ―     ज   और   र          ग                               ज     

     र    ग  औ              ज               ग  ‖ 

 Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann criticised the Himachal Pradesh government and 
warned of reciprocal tax. 

   ज                                                     औ    र  र                 

    

 Mr. Mann said his government shut toll plazas at several places in Punjab and the move 
stands to benefit H.P.-registered vehicles as well. 

                                  ज       ई                ज        ए,  ज              

                             

 ―We are saving their money, but they are imposing tax on our [Punjab] vehicles. We will watch 
for some time. Otherwise, we also know how to impose tax,‖ he said. 

           , ―                       ,                               ग                         ग , 

                   ग    ज        ‖ 

 
 

02A. LS passes Jan Vishwas Amendment Bill 2026 

           ज                      2026    र       

 The Lok Sabha on Wednesday passed the Jan Vishwas (Amendment 
of Provisions) Bill, 2026, by voice vote, aiming to decriminalise minor offences 
across various laws and further promote ease of doing business and living. 

                     ज        (                  )       , 2026         

                 ,  ज                          छ      र          र      

 र   औ          ज                                

 The Bill proposes to amend 784 provisions of 79 Central Acts 
administered by 23 Ministries. 

           23                      79                    784             

                        

 It seeks to decriminalise 717 provisions and amend 67 provisions to 
facilitate ease of living. 

    717               र           औ  67                       ज       

                              

 It also seeks to rationalise more than 1,000 offences, removing 
outdated and redundant provisions, thereby improving the overall regulatory 
environment. 

    1,000           र             र      ,        औ        ग              

      औ              र      र                  

 Replying to the debate on the Bill, Commerce and Industry Minister 
Piyush Goyal said it will help people and MSMEs. 

                  ज                  और उ                                 

      और MSMEs           ग   

 Amendments moved by Congress member K. Kavya were rejected by 
voice vote. 

              .                                      रज        ग   
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02A. Why is India pushing piped gas now? 

  र                (PNG)                 र     ? 

LPG, LNG, PNG, and CNG: Differences and Transport 

LPG, LNG, PNG और CNG:    र और   र    

 India has a total of 33 crore LPG connections. 

            33  र   LPG           

 Recently, Anjan Kumar Mishra, Secretary at the Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory 
Board, said that domestic natural gas production alone could cater to 30 crore connections 
if all were to switch to PNG. 

          Anjan Kumar Mishra, Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory Board            

               PNG                 ग            30  र                  

 What is the difference between LPG, LNG, PNG, and CNG? 

LPG, LNG, PNG और CNG              ? 
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 LPG is a co-product of oil refining and natural gas processing. 

LPG             ग औ          ग          ग      -         

 That is, its production depends on the processing of both crude oil and natural gas. 

                 crude oil औ  natural gas                         

 Lique•ed Natural Gas (LNG), as the name suggests, is natural gas that has been cooled to 
below –160°C to turn it into a liquid for shipping. 

LNG            ग       ज   –160°C                        ज                        ज       

 Liquefaction reduces its volume by 1,000 times. 

                      1000            ज        

 Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) is primarily used as a vehicular fuel. 

CNG                ई                 ग          

 It involves compressing natural gas to a pressure of 200-250 kg/cm² to reduce its volume and 

enable e•cient distribution. 

    200-250 kg/cm²                      ज                       औ                 

How are LPG and natural gas transported to the user? 

LPG और             उ                       ? 

 Propane and butane gases are mixed, pressurised, and cooled to below 40°C, and then 

transported from the source to consuming countries via ships. 

Propane औ  butane ग              ,         औ  40°C                         ज  ज        ज  

ज        

 LPG is bottled in cylinders and physically delivered to customers. 

LPG                                              ज        

 Piped natural gas (PNG) is transported through pipelines. 

PNG                          ई ज        

 Before this, imported natural gas is liquefied and transported through LNG carriers. 

         ,        ग      LNG carriers                     ज        

 ―LNG carriers use special cargo tanks and insulation systems designed for ultra-low 
temperatures,‖ stated Mitsui O.S.K. Lines. 

Mitsui O.S.K. Lines          , LNG      ज  ज                                       औ  

                 

 ―Put simply, the basic task is to move a very cold liquid onto the ship while preventing it from 
warming up too much.‖ 

           ,                 ज  ज         औ      ग                              

 At the destination, LNG is regasi•ed and transported to the •nal consumer through pipes. 

ग       LNG           ग                                      ज        

 Last-mile delivery of LPG is easier through cylinders that are transported through trucks and 
tricycles than building an extensive pipeline network covering every household for natural 
gas. 

LPG                                          औ                                , ज    PNG    

                           ज             

 This has been a key reason why India adopted LPG for domestic cooking. 

                                         LPG            

Push for Piped Gas (PNG) over LPG 

LPG     ज             (PNG)              

 India‘s dependence on LPG imports is currently higher. 

        LPG                                    

 For instance, in natural gas, India‘s one-year import was about 27 million tonnes of LNG, 

and production was roughly the same. 

             ,         ग                    ग ग 27           LNG    औ           

 ग ग             
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 On the other hand, India — until recently — imported three-fifths of its LPG requirements, 
of which 90% was routed through the Strait of Hormuz, which has now been blocked due to 
the war in West Asia. 

        ,           LPG ज          ग ग 3/5                  ,  ज       90% Strait of 

Hormuz               , ज     West Asia                        

 Typical annual LPG consumption is 34 million tonnes, out of which 12 million tonnes are 
produced in India. 

               LPG     34             ,  ज       12                                  

 If gas is to be imported, LNG has many more sources across the world. 

    ग               ,    LNG                          

 In LPG, India was largely reliant on Saudi Arabia and Qatar and the supplies had to pass 

through the Strait to reach India. 

LPG               Saudi Arabia और Qatar             औ            Strait                  

    

 ―Globally large capacities of liquefaction plants for natural gas are coming online over the next 
few years, so availability should be healthy,‖ said Prashant Vasisht. 

Prashant Vasisht          ,                         ग          liquefaction plants        ग , 

 ज                   ग   

Can natural gas replace LPG straight? 

                    LPG                  ? 

 Natural gas is much lighter than LPG. 

        ग  , LPG                          

 But one kilogram of natural gas can deliver more energy than one kilogram of LPG. 

      1 kg natural gas    1 kg LPG          ज             

 For cooking purposes, these di•erences are not signi•cant, making PNG a drop-in 
replacement for LPG. 

                                         ,       PNG      LPG                     

 However, in industrial uses, the equipment may need to be tuned to a di•erent setting or 
even altered. 

      औ   ग      ग                              ज                   

 For instance, LPG is widely used by MSMEs for welding and cutting. 

             , MSMEs         ग औ      ग        LPG        ग          

 Reports indicate that while the government is encouraging industrial users to switch, a lack of 
awareness and technical know-how may hamper adoption. 

                                          ,       awareness और technical knowledge    

                               

How is the government pushing for natural gas? 

 र  र                              र     ? 

 On March 26, it was learnt that India could add another 15 lakh new PNG connections in 

the next two weeks. 

26         ज                ग              15      ए PNG       ज    ज           

 The o•cial said that instituting last-mile connectivity amidst unfavourable city infrastructure 
was a major hurdle. 

                  last-mile connectivity औ                                    

 To speed it up, the Centre issued a gazette noti•cation with provisions including timelines 

for pipeline approvals. 

  ज                     gazette notification ज          ज                          -        

   गई  

 The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas (MoPNG) is targeting 12 crore PNG 
connections by 2034. 

MoPNG       2034    12  र   PNG           
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 The Parliamentary Committee asked to help City Gas Distribution (CGD) entities overcome 
issues like permissions, land, bidding, and NOC. 

                CGD entities           ज          ,     ,      औ  NOC                

     

 Across towns and cities like Maharashtra and Coimbatore, where the GAIL pipeline runs, 
the government is pushing local piping infrastructure. 

Maharashtra औ  Coimbatore ज            , ज    GAIL pipeline   ,                              

ज          

 As of December, India‘s gas pipeline network spans about 25,000 km, with another 10,500 
km under construction. 

                  ग                   25,000         औ  10,500                     

 The government is also ensuring that PNG pricing remains competitive with LPG. 

                                 PNG         LPG                        

 PNG connections have now crossed 1.5 crore. 

PNG          1.5  र                       

 A recent government gazette noti•cation mandates that households cannot hold both LPG 
and PNG connections. 

              gazette notification          ,                LPG और PNG                ज  

      

 As a result, roughly 6 million households will be required to surrender their LPG connection 
and transition fully to PNG within a three-month timeframe. 

                ग ग 60       र  र      3               LPG       PNG          ग   

 This will bring total household PNG connections to 2 crore soon. 

         PNG       ज     2  र      ज   ग   

 Since 2020-21, the CAGR in connections has been about 18%. 

2020-21    PNG          CAGR ~18%         

 A CAGR of 24% would be needed to reach 12 crore connections by 2034-35. 

2034-35    12  र                24% CAGR        ग   

What are the challenges? 

               ? 

 The GAIL pipeline network is currently concentrated in western and northern India, with 
some coverage in Kerala and Bengaluru. 

GAIL pipeline network             और उ र    र             ,         ज   र  और        

       

 The 10,000+ km pipelines under construction cover tier-2 and tier-3 cities in parts of 

central and eastern India and some parts of Tamil Nadu and northeast. 

           10,000+                 ,          ,          औ                              

    

 However, large regions in central, southern, and northeastern India remain uncovered. 

         ,       और      र   र                                 

 Further, the alignment of pipelines is more intended for industrial needs than households. 

                ग        औ      ज र                ग     ,                ग         

 The government has given CGD licences covering more than 300 geographical areas. 

         CGD licences            300+                       

 As of now, about 90 areas are still not connected to the main trunk pipeline. 

        ग ग 90                     ज             

 

02A.NSE to introduce natural gas derivative 
contracts 

 NSE                र                  र    
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 National Stock Exchange of India Ltd (NSE) has announced a collaboration with Indian 
Gas Exchange (IGX) to introduce exchange-traded derivatives based on natural gas 
traded and delivered on the IGX platform. 

           ए   ज (NSE)               ए   ज (IGX)            ग               ,  ज    

    IGX                 औ            ज                      र     र  ए   ज-       

   र               ज   ग   

 This is towards strengthening India‘s domestic natural gas market with the aim to provide 
efficient risk management tools, NSE said, adding it will launch Indian natural gas derivative 
contracts based on IGX‘s benchmark Price Index GIXI. 

 NSE                              र                  ज र     ज     र   औ        

ज           उ  र              ,           IGX                       GIXI           

               र                    ग   

 

DERIVATIVES  

 It is a financial instrument set between two parties having no value of its own but deriving their 
value from an underlying asset. The underlying asset could be stock, bonds, currency, 

commodities, interest rates, etc. 

 The various derivative instruments include- 
o Future contracts: they put an obligation on the party to buy or sell the asset at a 

predetermined future date price and quantity. Futures are used for hedging the 

price movement of the underlying asset. 
o Options contract: options are financial derivatives that give the buyers/ sellers the 

right but not the obligation to buy or sell the underlying asset at an agreed-upon 

price or date. 
o Call option: an option to buy is a call option where the holder has the right but not 

the obligation to buy the underlying asset at the decided price  
o Put Option: a put option gives the right but not the obligation to sell at the decided 

price  

 If the option is exercisable on or before the expiry date it is called an American option and if 
it's exercisable only on the expiry date it is called a European option. 

 The price at which the option is to be exercised is called the strike price. 

 Both futures and options contracts can be settled by delivery of the 
underlying asset or cash. 

 

 

02A.SEZ export units can sell locally at lower tax rate 

 SEZ                    र  र  र  र          र       

 Amid weakening external demand and constrained supply routes, the 
Centre allowed India‘s export-oriented units in Special Economic Zones 
(SEZs) to sell products in India at concessional tax rates. 

   ज र    र       औ                          ,      र  र    SEZ          -

उ                        र       र  र                               

 The move follows an announcement in the Budget 2026. 

         ज  2026       गई                    ग       

 Krishan Arora, Partner and Leader of Indirect Tax and India Investment 
Advisory, Grant Thornton Bharat said, ―This policy change guarantees our 
cutting edge SEZ infrastructure does not lie idle as Indian exporters navigate 
the dual challenges of rising international tariff barriers, geopolitical 
uncertainties and supply chain disruptions in the face of the war, blocking much 
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of the trade routes.‖ 

               र          र          , ―                                           उ   SEZ 

       र         र  , ज               रर         र ,   -र ज               और      

                              ‖ 

 ― At the same time, domestic industry benefits by exploiting available capacity of SEZ and 
shall have reduced reliance on imports, which are getting both delayed and expensive owing 
to the war.‖ 

           , ―      ,  र    उ    SEZ                     ग              ग  औ       

 र     र          , ज                    और                   ‖ 

 

 

 

02A. Centre extends RoDTEP scheme by six 
months 

        RoDTEP   ज      छ             ए       

 The Directorate of Foreign Trade extended the 
Remission of Duties and Taxes on Exported Products 
(RoDTEP) scheme till September 30 for the benefit of 

exporters. 

           र             (DGFT)    RoDTEP   ज      30 

     र            ,                                

 In a notification, the DGFT said terms, rates and value 
caps applicable as on March 31, 2026 will continue till September end for all eligible 
exporters. 

                DGFT           31      2026      ग     ,  र  और                            

            र        ज र  र      

 The government had cut the rates for the scheme last month and restored them on March 23 
for a week. 

                           ज       र           औ  23         ए            ए               

 Now, the scheme is extended for six months. 

         ज      छ             ए                  

GS Paper III: S&T,  

TOPICS COVERED      02 April  2026 

02A Commercial LPG, jet fuel rates hiked amid war 

          ए   ज , ज         र                      

02A Early screen use stunts vital social growth of children, experts warn 

                            र         उ                          ज  

                र      

02A Qdenga: a step forward against dengue, but not a silver bullet 

Qgenda:               ए         ,           ज                 

02A NASA begins fuelling rocket for first lunar trip in 50 years 

 NASA    50                           ए र              र            
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02A.  Commercial LPG, jet fuel rates hiked amid war 

          ए   ज , ज         र                      

 Major metro cities hit with a price hike of more than 10% for commercial cylinders; price of 
aviation turbine fuel more than doubled for international travel, prompting IndiGo to add a fuel 
surcharge of ₹10,000 on long-haul routes; however ATF rates for scheduled domestic carriers 
were hiked by less than 9%; there is no change for household LPG. 

          ग                     र                10%               ई; ए  ए              

(ATF)                                                  गई,  ज    IndiGo                        

   ₹10,000         र  ज  ज   ;                             ATF         9%             ई;       

LPG      ई                

 State-run oil marketing firms hiked the price of commercial liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) 
cylinders by more than 10% in major metro cities on Wednesday, while the price of aviation 
turbine fuel (ATF) was more than doubled for international air travel and chartered flights. 

  र  र                                           ग                ए   ज       र      

        10%                , ज    ATF                       ई      औ                   

                         गई  

 
 

Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATF) 

• Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATF) is a specialized liquid fuel used in aircraft powered by 

gas turbine engines (jet engines and turboprops). 

• It is a refined petroleum product, similar to kerosene but with higher purity and strict 

quality standards. 

• ATF is essential for modern aviation, enabling high-speed, high-altitude flight. 

• ATF mainly consists of hydrocarbons (C8 to C16 range). 

• These include paraffins, naphthenes, and aromatics. 
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Key Properties 

• High Energy Density: ~42–43 MJ/kg, ensuring efficient energy output 

• Low Freezing Point: around –40°C to –47°C, prevents freezing at high altitudes 

• Low Viscosity: allows smooth flow in fuel systems 

• High Flash Point: ~38°C → safer than petrol 

Types of ATF 

• Jet A: Common in the United States 

• Jet A-1: Most widely used globally (including India) 

• Jet B: Used in extremely cold regions (higher volatility) 

Working Principle in Jet Engines 

Combustion Process 
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• Air enters the engine and gets compressed. 

• ATF is injected and mixed with compressed air. 

• The mixture is ignited, producing high-temperature gases. 

• Expanding gases exit at high speed → producing thrust (Newton’s Third Law). 

Scientific Concepts Involved 

• Combustion Reaction: Hydrocarbon + Oxygen → CO₂ + H₂O + Energy 

• Thermodynamics: Conversion of chemical energy into mechanical energy 

• Fluid Dynamics: High-speed exhaust generates thrust 

Storage and Handling 

Safety Requirements 

• Stored in special tanks with anti-contamination systems 

• Requires strict filtration and quality checks 

• Additives used to prevent: 

• Ice formation 

• Static charge buildup 

• Corrosion 
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02A.  Early screen use stunts 
vital social growth of children, 

experts warn 

                            र     

    उ                     

     ज                  र      
  ―So kids get really drawn into the 

visual stimulation. And then, throughout 

childhood, they just miss opportunities to 
interact with the world through their other 
senses.‖ 

―       उ  ज                   ज       

औ                                          

   ज                        ‖ 

 Paediatricians and psychologists 
are increasingly concerned about how 
children may miss out on real-world 
interactions with people and objects if 
they are exposed to screens from an 
early age. 

      ग        औ                       

                                 उ     

                    ज                

                                     

 Overwhelming them with visual 
stimuli can skew their sense of the world 
and affect their interactions with others. 

         उ  ज                      

औ     र                                   

 ―If you‘re looking at a screen, you 
are not doing things babies should be 
doing like crawling, touching, exploring 

the world,‖ Dr. Greenberg said. 

―                     ,                   

          ज                     ज    र    , 

छ   ,   ज  र  ,‖             

 ―It is the opportunity cost of 

babies exploring their environments — that 
is how they learn.‖ 

―                        ज         र    

        — औ                      ‖ 

 Some children experience 
consequences later as they enter 
adolescence. 

                   र                  

               

 With more time online, some children feel uncomfortable with in-person interactions. 

                                                     ज    ज        

 A study reported teenagers spend about 8.5 hours a day on screen-based entertainment. 

                        8.5                     र     र ज                

 You go into a cafeteria in a school… 15 years ago it would have been chaotic and loud 
and everyone‟s playing and moving around. Now you walk in and everyone‟s like this, 
she said, mimicking being hunched over a phone. They‟re all quiet. 

                           ज      … 15                    ग   औ                   औ  
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          औ                    ज     ज                         ,                            

                               

 Aspects like the tone of voice, facial expressions, body language, and other non-verbal 
cues may either be warped or absent altogether in digital exchanges, which can affect 
children‟s abilities to form lasting inter-personal relationships. 

          ,             ,              औ     ग  -            ज            ज                

            ज                   ग       ज      ,  ज                                             

                   

  “Kids who spend more time on screens are more likely to develop anxiety, depression, 
aggression, and attention problems.” 

―ज                               ,           ,      ,         औ                

                                    ‖ 
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02A. Qdenga: a step forward against dengue, but not a silver bullet  

Qgenda:               ए         ,           ज                 

Dengue Vaccine in India (TAK-003 / Qdenga) 

  र                (TAK-003 / Qdenga) 

 India‘s long wait for a dengue vaccine may finally be coming to an end. 

                              ज                          

 Takeda‟s tetravalent dengue vaccine (TAK-003 / Qdenga) recently received clearance 
from the Subject Expert Committee (SEC) under the Drugs Controller General of India 
(DCGI) for individuals aged 4 to 60 years. 

Takeda    tetravalent dengue vaccine (TAK-003 / Qdenga)    SEC (DCGI)    4    60     

     ग           ज             

 This marks a significant milestone in the fight against dengue, which causes millions of 
infections and thousands of hospitalisations every year, especially among children. 

     ग              ई                       , ज                     औ   ज र            

                     

 While India has not seen a large nationwide surge recently, dengue remains endemic with a 

long-term rising trend. 

                               ,         ग          endemic           औ                    
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 For decades, dengue control relied on vector control measures such as eliminating 

mosquito breeding sites, insecticides, and awareness campaigns. 

                vector control (          ),         औ  ज ग                       

 These strategies have had limited success in preventing recurring outbreaks. 

                                 

 The arrival of a vaccine represents a shift from a reactive to a more preventive approach. 

             reactive    preventive approach                 

 TAK-003 has been evaluated in trials involving more than 28,000 participants and approved 
in 40+ countries. 

                  28,000+             औ      40+            ज             

 Unlike earlier vaccines, it does not require pre-vaccination screening, making it easier to 

use. 

                             pre-vaccination screening                    

 It shows good safety and strong protection against severe dengue and hospitalisation. 

   severe dengue औ  hospitalisation     ज                   

 Even a modest reduction in severe cases can reduce hospital burden, ICU pressure, and 
mortality. 

ग                              र, ICU      और       र                

Challenges and limitations 

          और     ए  

 Dengue is caused by four serotypes: DENV-1, DENV-2, DENV-3, DENV-4. 

  ग                              : DENV-1, DENV-2, DENV-3, DENV-4  

 Immunity to one serotype does not guarantee protection against others. 

                                                

 In some cases, it can increase the risk of severe disease upon reinfection. 

                                र     र                      

 An effective vaccine must provide balanced protection against all four serotypes. 

                    र      र                      र               

 TAK-003 performs very well against DENV-2 and reasonably well against DENV-1. 

TAK-003 DENV-2                    औ  DENV-1                  

 However, its effectiveness against DENV-3 and DENV-4 is lower, especially in those not 

previously infected. 

      DENV-3 और DENV-4                              ,                            

  ग       

 India‘s dengue epidemiology is evolving, with increasing prominence of DENV-3. 

          ग                    औ  DENV-3            

 All four serotypes continue to co-circulate in India. 

                          co-circulate            

 DENV-2 remains dominant, but DENV-3 is contributing a growing share. 

DENV-2        ,       DENV-3      ग               

 Data shows DENV-2: 48–66%, DENV-3: 20–30%, with DENV-1 and DENV-4 contributing 

smaller shares. 

               DENV-2: 48–66%, DENV-3: 20–30%, ज    DENV-1 और DENV-4      ग    

         

 If this trend continues, overall vaccine effectiveness at population level may be lower. 

             ज                                                 

 Vaccinated individuals may still get dengue infections, especially during DENV-3 dominated 
outbreaks. 

                  DENV-3                         ,         ग             ग   

 Nature, Cost and Future of Dengue Vaccine (TAK-003) 

           (TAK-003)       ,      और      

 This distinction is crucial. 
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 TAK-003 is best understood as a vaccine that modi•es the disease rather than as one that 
blocks transmission. 

TAK-003                     र                             ,                        

 It is likely to reduce the severity of illness rather than prevent infection altogether. 

       र         र         ग ,                         ग   

 As a result, dengue outbreaks will not disappear and vector control measures will remain 

indispensable. 

        ग                    ग  औ  vector control         ग   

 Another important consideration is cost and access. 

                     और          

 TAK-003 requires two doses administered three months apart. 

TAK-003    2   ज        , ज  3             र          ज        

 The expected price is ₹3,000–6,000 per dose and ₹6,000–12,000 total. 

     ₹3,000–6,000       ज औ      ₹6,000–12,000             

 Affordability and compliance remain concerns, especially for low-income and rural 
populations. 

 र   और                      ग  औ                        ग   

 Initially, uptake may be limited to the private sector or targeted programmes in high-burden 

areas. 

             ग private sector                                  

 The SEC has mandated post-marketing safety and effectiveness studies in India. 

SEC    post-marketing studies                 

 These studies will assess real-world performance across regions and serotype patterns. 

                    औ  serotype patterns                        ग   

 Looking ahead, TAK-003 may be only the first step. 

TAK-003                           

 A second-generation vaccine based on a different approach by the U.S. National Institutes 
of Health (NIH) is under evaluation. 

NIH (USA)              ई                       

Indian pipeline 

  र                   

 India‘s indigenous vaccine „DengiAll‟, developed by Panacea Biotec with ICMR, is in phase 
III trials. 

                    „DengiAll‟ (Panacea Biotec + ICMR) phase III trials        

 A similar vaccine has been approved in Brazil and shows strong protection against severe 

dengue. 

                 Brazil      ज      औ  ग       ग                    

 If successful, the Indian vaccine may be available by 2027. 

                        2027                     

 These vaccines aim to provide balanced protection across all four serotypes. 

          र   serotypes                    र            

 They may also offer a single-dose regimen advantage. 

     single-dose                       

 Early data shows promise in severe dengue protection and broader coverage. 

                 र           र   औ           ज            

 If confirmed, these vaccines may be better suited for large-scale public health deployment. 

          ई            र  र उ                     ग   

 For policymakers, the challenge is to balance urgency and prudence. 

                                   और                           

 There is an urgent need to reduce severe dengue burden, and TAK-003 is a useful tool. 

ग       ग                 ज       औ  TAK-003        ग           

 At the same time, long-term strategy must remain flexible. 
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 For clinicians, clear communication and realistic expectations are essential. 

                         औ                    ज        

 The vaccine is not a cure-all but a meaningful step forward. 

                         ,                ग       

 It can save lives and reduce complications even if it does not eliminate dengue. 

   ज                और ज     ए      र          

 The introduction of the dengue vaccine marks the beginning of a new phase, not the end. 

  ग                               ,           

 Success will depend on integration with surveillance, vector control, and innovation. 

         र   ,   र        और      र                     ग   

 Progress in public health is often incremental. 

ज         ग                     

 TAK-003 is not the final answer but an important start. 

TAK-003                  ,                            

 
 

02A. NASA begins fuelling rocket for first 
lunar trip in 50 years 

 NASA    50                           ए 

र              र            

 NASA began fuelling its moon rocket on 
Wednesday for humanity‘s first lunar trip in more than 
half a century, aiming for an evening lift-off with four 
astronauts. 

 NASA                       र              र       

    , ज  50                                          

      ,  ज            र                       ग   

 Tensions were high as hydrogen fuel started 
flowing into the rocket hours ahead of the planned 
launch. 

                                       ज        र      

                    

 Dangerous hydrogen leaks erupted during a 
countdown test earlier this year, forcing a lengthy flight 

delay. 

               उ    उ   र                          ज   र         ,  ज               ई  

 The launch team needs to load more than 2.6 million litres into the 32-story Space Launch 
System rocket on the pad before the Artemis II crew can board. 

            Artemis II              32-   ज   Space Launch System र        2.6        

   र                     ग   

 ―It is time to fly,‖ commander Reid Wiseman said on the eve of launch via X. 

                    र                 , ―                  ‖ 

 Favourable weather was forecast. 

                                

 Three Americans and one Canadian will fly around the moon without stopping or even orbiting 
— then head straight back for a Pacific splashdown. 

         र   और ए                                                       र    र उ    

 र    औ                       र    उ र     

 They will set a new distance record for the farthest humans have travelled from Earth as they 
zoom some 6,400 km beyond the moon and then hang a U-turn. 

                     ज            र          ग ,                    ग ग 6,400          ज    

         ग   
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 Astronauts last flew to the moon during Apollo 17 in 1972. 

                       1972    Apollo 17                        ग      
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02A Rare whales in the way of Trump‟s oil drilling plan 

                      ज      र                 
 

 

02A. Rare whales in the way of 
Trump‟s oil drilling plan 

                      ज      र    

             

 One of the world‘s rarest 
whales lives in the Gulf of Mexico, 
where the Trump administration wants 
to expand oil and gas drilling that 

scientists fear could push the giant 
mammal to extinction. 

                                         

                  , ज                  

औ  ग         ग                       , 

 ज                                   

                         

 Endangered Rice‟s whales 

live their entire lives in the gulf, where 
they are vulnerable to vessel strikes, 
noise pollution, oil spills, climate 
change. 

                            ज         

            , ज       ज  ज         ,     

     ,           औ  ज                 

                  

 Other animals, including 
threatened manatees and endangered 
sea turtles, also could be put at risk. 

   ज     ज                  औ  

                     ज                

    

 As the Iran war pushes energy 
prices higher, U.S. Defence Secretary 
Pete Hegseth invoked national 
security to seek exemption from 
endangered species laws. 

ई                 ज                                           ग                                  

           ज                          ग   

 The Endangered Species Committee granted that request on Tuesday. 

        ज               ग                       ज           

 Rice‟s whale is the only whale species that lives year-round in the Gulf of Mexico, with 
fewer than 100 left. 

                        ज       ज                                    ,  ज         100       
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 Recognised as a distinct species in 2021, Rice‘s whale is found in a narrow area in the 
northeastern part. 

2021         ग  ज                      ,          ज              -               ई ज    

    

 They dive to the gulf floor for fatty fish (mainly silver-rag driftfish) and rest near the 
surface at night. 

                  ग   ई                          ग     ग       औ                         

         

 These dives are strenuous and their food may be affected by more drilling. 

   ग                 औ         ज             ग                       

 They are ―living on the edge,‖ said Jeremy Kiszka. 

   ―                  ज        ,‖     ज                     

 The whales are susceptible to pollution, with many killed in the 2010 Deepwater Horizon oil 
spill. 

                                 औ  2010                  ई      गई   

 Climate change impacts are ―baked in‖ and will persist. 

ज                                      औ         ग   

 The proposal is increasing immediate risks and long-term risks. 

             औ            ज                      

 Other threatened and endangered animals could also be harmed by oil spills. 

          औ         ज                                        

 Hundreds of sea turtles (including Kemp‟s Ridley, loggerheads) are rescued and released 
for nesting. 

                       ज       औ   ज               ज        

 Before Tuesday, the committee issued exemptions only twice. 

  ग                                             

 First: dam construction on Platte River affecting whooping cranes habitat. 

                                          गई   ,  ज         ग                         

 Second: logging in northern spotted owl habitat, later withdrawn after legal challenge. 

                                            ई          ,  ज                                

     ग    

 
 

GS Paper III: IS  

TOPICS COVERED      02 April  2026 

02A CAPF Bill passed by Rajya Sabha after Opposition walkout 

             उ         र         CAPF           र       

02A „Navy was minutes away from hitting Pakistan during Operation Sindoor‟ 

 „  र         र      र                   र       र        छ        र   ‟ 

02A NSE to introduce natural gas derivative contracts 

 NSE                र                  र    
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02A.  CAPF Bill passed by Rajya Sabha 
after Opposition walkout 

             उ         र         

CAPF           र       

 The Central Armed Police Forces (General 
Administration) Bill, which was passed in the Rajya 
Sabha on Wednesday, will further strengthen the 
security system of the country, Minister of State for 
Home Affairs Nityanand Rai said, while replying to 
the debate on the legislation. 

                    (           )       , 

 ज             र                    ग  ,        

  र           और  ज     र   ,            र   

             र                       ज            

 The Opposition walked out after Mr. Rai‘s 
speech, alleging that the government had not 
addressed any concerns about the Bill raised by 
their MPs and senior officers of the Central Armed 
Police Forces (CAPF). 

                                   उ      ,      

 ग                                औ  CAPF      र  

      र            ई गई                        

      

 Mr. Rai maintained that the Bill was an 
important step in resolving several inconsistencies 
in CAPF service rules, cadre management, and 
appointment-related issues, among others, to boost 
the efficiency and morale of the forces. 

                                       ,    र       

और                            ई     ग         

                          ,  ज                 और 

         ग   

 ―The Bill aims to create an umbrella 
structure for resolving several such anomalies and 
streamlining its structure for better coordination and 
implementation,‖ Mr. Rai said, while maintaining 
that the Bill is not against the federal structure. 

              , ―               ई     ग             

     औ             और                    

      र                       ,‖ औ             

                                           

 Soon after Mr. Rai‘s speech, Opposition 
Leader Mallikarjun Kharge reiterated the demand 
that the Bill should be referred to a select 

committee of Parliament. 

                                               ज                                          

  ज         ग      ई  

 He alleged that Mr. Rai had not addressed the core issues raised by the Opposition on the 
institutionalisation of deputation, adverse impact on morale and career progression, lack of 
consultation and representation, and lack of concern for judicial direction. 

              ग                                     र ,       और   र र  र     , 

 र     और                                             ज                                

 Nationalist Congress Party (Sharad Pawar) MP Fauzia Khan said the Bill was judicial invasion 
wearing the clothes of law. 
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 र                    ( र     र)             ज                                          

                

 ―Imagine joining one of these forces as an Assistant Commandant, young, ready to serve, 16 
years have passed, you have fought insurgents, you have earned your promotion, and yet 
you have not received it,‖ Ms. Khan said. 

                , ―        ज                                             , 16               

  ,                     ,                     ,                              ‖ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

02A. „Navy was minutes away from hitting Pakistan during Operation Sindoor‟ 

 „  र         र      र                   र       र        छ        र   ‟ 

 The Indian Navy was minutes away from striking Pakistan from the sea during Operation 
Sindoor, when Islamabad requested a stoppage of kinetic actions, Navy Chief Admiral Dinesh 
K. Tripathi said on Wednesday. 

   र                                                   र       र        छ        र   , ज  

                  र     र           र       ,                    ए   र          . 

                         

 The Navy Chief was speaking at the naval investiture ceremony here, where he awarded 
Yudh Seva Medals to two top naval officers for their distinguished service during Operation 
Sindoor conducted last year after the Pahalgam terror attack. 

                                 र                , ज             छ                         

           ग    र         र                                                              

 Operation Sindoor demonstrated exemplary readiness and resolve of the Indian Navy, as its 
units undertook swift deployment and maintained a highly aggressive posture throughout the 
period, he said. 
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                 र         र                       र   और                       ,       

                  ज           औ                              

 ―It is not a hidden fact anymore that we were just minutes away from striking Pakistan from 
the sea, when they requested a stoppage of kinetic actions,‖ Admiral Tripathi said of the 
Navy's role in the operation. 

                     , ―                                                                   

           , ज               र     र           र        ‖ 

 Through swift and resolute actions during Operation Sindoor, the Indian Navy reinforced the 
nation's confidence and trust in its capabilities, he added. 

                 र         र            ज औ           ई                                  और 

 र        ज          

 ―Besides Operation Sindoor and the relentless operational tempo through the year, we were 
also very proud to showcase the breadth and depth of our operational capabilities to the 
Prime Minister during a historic 17-hour overnight embarkation with the Indian Navy on the 
western seaboard,‖ said Admiral Tripathi. 

                     , ―              औ                                            ,     

                      र 17                                                        

       और   र             ग      ‖ 

 Talking about the West Asia conflict, he said that ever since the war involving the U.S., Israel, 
and Iran broke out, more than 20 merchant vessels have been attacked in the region. 

      ए                                                    र  ,   र    और  र              

                          20              र  ज  ज    र             

 ―At a time when the global order is marked by increasing fragmentation and friction, the seas 
are no longer secondary theatres," the Navy Chief added. 

           , ―ज                    ज  और         र     ,                            र  

 ए    ‖ 
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02A. NSCN-K seeks „religious conversion‟, Arunachal govt. tells UAPA tribunal 

 NSCN-K „         र    ‟         ,         र  र    UAPA                  

 The Arunachal Pradesh government told an Unlawful Activities Prevention Act (UAPA) 
tribunal recently that the National Socialist Council of Nagaland-Khaplang (NSCN-K), a 
banned outfit which seeks the merger of Naga-dominated areas in India and Myanmar, wants 
to ―convert people to Christianity‖ in order to have a ―homogenous society for a common 
cause‖. 

              र  र              UAPA                                    उ        

       -        (NSCN-K),               ग  , ज       औ                -                  

      ग        , ―                       र     ‖                    ―        ज‖       ज       

 A UAPA tribunal on March 19 upheld a Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) notification of 
September 22, 2025 to declare the NSCN-K an unlawful association under the UAPA, 1967 
for another five years. 

 UAPA            19                    (MHA)    22      र 2025                       

   ,  ज    NSCN-K    UAPA, 1967         ग                 ए                       ग    

 The group was involved in the June 4, 2015 ambush of an Army convoy in Manipur in which 
18 Army personnel were killed. 

         4 ज   2015         र                    र                 ,  ज    18         र   ए 

    

 In its deposition, the Arunachal Pradesh government said other than the forceful conversion 
of locals to Christianity, the group intends to ―bring all the sub-tribes under one banner 
Tangsang-Naga‖ and ―this is indicative of a deeper conspiracy to create homogenous 
demographic structure‖. 

             ,                                ग                    र             ,      

    उ -ज ज          „        -    ‟                             औ          

ज            र                ज               

 


